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__T have communicated substance to M.F.A. 
who inmediately telegraphed in precisely similar terms - 
Berlin and Vienna. | 
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| Queen of. the Netherlends returned hurriedly to 
the Hague yesterday micand held two Cabinet Councils. 
_  _f learn that all leave has been stopped in 
the amy and navy, and that officers and men on leave 
have been recalled. Preparations are being made for 
mobilisation at the earliest possible notice if necessary. 
Govt. have requisitioned all tugs at Amsterdam, Rotterdam:: 
and other ports in case of need . Movements of troops 
are being carried out all over country and night exercises 
/*axm place. 
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_ Vice-Consul Watson returned from Mont fnegro 
reports mobilisation. Oo : oo 
‘Telegraphic communication delayed. 89 
Austrian warshipx:and 3 torpedo-boat-destroyers 
off Antivari. 
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| Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen. 
No. 220.) _ 
ice, - Foreign Office, July 28, 1914. 

YOUR telegram No. 97 of 28th July. —— 

German Government having accepted principle of mediation by the four Powers 
between Austria and Russia if necessary, I am ready to propose that German Minister 
for Foreign Affairs should suggest lines on which this principle may be applied, but 
I will keep the idea in reserve till we see how the conversations between Austria and 

Russia progress. 
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"Please number your telegrams", 
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Servian Govt. expected inmediate attack on 
Belgrade on departure of Austrian Minister and so removed 
at once. Plan of campaign is now to draw into interior ag 
large: a portion.as possible of ‘Austrian army so as to weaken 
| Austria elsewhere. Under~Sec. of State for Foreign Affairs 
tells me that Russian support is assured, servian army is 
concentrated in Morava valley. 
Skuptchina will: probably meet to-morrow when — 
nee may be clearer: 
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Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


; Foreign Office, July 25, 1914. 
I TOLD Count Benckendorft to-day of what I had said to the German Ambassador 
this morning as to the possibility of Germany, Italy, France, and ourselves working 
together in Vienna and St. Petersburgh to secure peace after Austria and Russia had 
mobilised. 

Count Benckendorff was very apprehensive that what I had said would give 
Germany the impression that France and England were detached from Russia. 

] said that France and ourselves, according to my suggestion, would he no more 
detached from Russia than Germany would be detached from her ally Austria. I had 
emphasised to Prince Lichnowsky that the participation of Germany in any such 
diplomatic mediation was an essential condition, and surely the situation was not made 
unsatisfactory for Russia if France and England held their hands, provided that 
Germany also held hers. | 

Count Benckendorff urged that I should give some indication to Germany to 
make her think that we would not stand aside if there was a war. 

I said that I had given no indication that we would stand aside ; on the contrary, 
I had said to the German Ambassador that, as long as there was only a dispute between 
Austria and Servia alone, I did not feel entitled to intervene ; but that, directly it was 
a matter between Austria and Russia, it became a question of the peace of Europe, 
which concerned us all. I had furthermore spoken on the assumption that Russia 
would mobilise, whereas the assumption of the German Government had hitherto been, 
officially, that Servia would receive no support ; and what I had said must influence 
the German Government to take the matter seriously. In effect, I was asking that, 
if Russia mobilised against Austria, the German Government, who had been 
supporting the Austrian demand on Servia, should ask Austria to consider 
some modification of her demands, under the threat of Russian mobilisation. 
This was not an _ easy thing for Germany to do, even though we would 
join at the same time in asking Russia to suspend action. I was afraid, too, 
that Germany would reply that mobilisation with her was a question of hours, 
whereas with Russia it was a question of days; and that, as a matter of fact, I 
had asked that, if Russia mobilised against Austria, Germany, instead of mobilising 
against Russia, should suspend mobilisation and join with us in intervention with 
Austria, thereby throwing away the advantage of time, for, if the diplomatic 
intervention failed, Russia would meanwhile have gained time for her mobilisation. It 
was true that I had not said anything directly as to whether we would take an part or 
not if there was a European conflict, and I could not say so; but there was absolutely ~ 

nothing for Russia to complain of in the suggestion that I had made to the German 
Government, and I was only afraid that there might be difficulty in its acceptance by 
the German Government. I had made it on my own responsibility, and I had no doubt 
that it was the best proposal to make in the interests of peace. | 
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Sir, 

I told Count Benckendoret to-day of 
what I had said to the German Ambassador this 
morning as to the possibility of Germany, Italy, 
France, and ourselves working together in Vienna 
and St.Petersburgh to secure peace, after Austr is 
and Russia had mobilised. 

Count Benckendorff was very apprehen- 
Sive that what I had said would give Germany the 
impression that France and England were detached 
from Russia. 

I said that France and ourselves, 
according to my Suggestion, would be no more 
detached fron Russia than Germany would be 
detached from her Q@lly Austria. I had 
emphasised to Prince Lichnowsky that the parti- 
cipation of Germany in any such diplomatic 
mediation was an essential condition, and surely 
the situation was not made unsatisfactory for 
Russia if France and England held their hands, 
provided that Germany also held hers. 

Count Benckendorrt urged that I shoula | 
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Servia alone, I did not feel entitled to inter- 


vene; but that, directly it was a matter 


between Austria and Russia, it became a question 


of the peace of Europe, which concerned us all. 
I had furthermore spoken on the assumption that 
Russia would mobilise, whereas the assumption 
of the Gernan Government had hitherto been, 
officially, that Servia would receive no 
support; and what I had said must influence 
the German Government to take the matter 
seriously. In effect, I was asking that, if 
Russia wobilised ayainst Austria, the German 
Government, who had been supporting the Austria 
demand on Servia, should ask Austria to 
consider soile modification of her denands, 
under the threat of Russian Mobilisation. This 
was not an easy thing for Germany to do, even 
though we would join at the same time in asking 
Russia to suspend action. I was afraid, too, 
that Germany would reply that mobilisation with 
her was a question of hours, whereas with 
Russia it was a question of days; and that, as 
@ matter of fact, I had asked that, if Russia 
mobilised against Austria, Germany, instead of 
mobilising against Russia, should suspend mobi- 


lisation and join with us in intervention with 


Austria, thereby throwing away the advant age of 


time : for, if the diplomatic intervention 


failed, Russia would meanwhile have gained time - 


for her mobilisation. It was true that I had 
not said any thing directly as to whether we 
would take any part or not if there was a 
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but there was absolutely nothing for Russia 
to complain of in the Suggestion that I had 
made to the German Governnent, and I was only 
afraid that there might be difficulty in its 
acceptance by the German Government. I had 
made it on my own responsibility, and I had no 


doubt that it was the best proposal to make in 
the interests of peace. 
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The Italian Ambassador came to see me 
Sir R. Rodd. 
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had said to the German Ambassador this morning. 
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The Italian Ambassador cordially 
approved of this. He made no secret of the 
fact that Italy was most desirous to see war 


avoided. 


oe 
a 
7 
> 
ey 
& 
& 
_ * 
qo 
~3 
 emmmeed 
a 
jaa 
CJT 
7 —) 


NOONOT ‘3914310 090934 


DEIGNA ANL 40 NOISSIWNId LN 
1A ATWO EHaveDOLONG O39fO0NdIY 


OL LON - HAVHVOLOHd LHD1NAd0d 


is 


Telegram. (Subject.) 


| \ 
te pectn 


Last Paper. 


391450 QNOIIY DNTANG — 


Zuus/ 


“. 


(Prant.) | a (Minutes.) 
: be 


Dl. O., 


—~ 


Act 
PRINTED. 


(How disposed of.) 


a 
| 
S 
O: 
a 
. any 
au) 
~2 
= 
ao 
= 
qr 
LF —) | 


NOQNOT 391410 0N0934 
$IOLOHd LNDIYAdOD — 


DNIGAd INL 40 MOISSIWYId LNO 
JIHAVAVOLONA OIINGON IIE 


xe 


° a 
(86,431). Wt.27,737—69. 5000. 11/13. A&E. W, 


~_ 


oP 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government] 
ee HESS OVEFnMENt. | 


"ARCHIVES, 


EASTERN EUROPE. | a : | [July 28.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. 3 | — Secrion 3, 


[34460] | No. 1. 
Mr. Crackanthorpe to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 28.) 


(Telegraphic.) En clair. | Nish, July 28, 1914. 
| TELEGRAM received here that war declared by Austria. 
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Sur F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received J uly 28, 9°15 P.M.) 


| Paris, July 28, 1914. 
(No. 92.) (July 28, 7°10 p.m.) 

IN accordance with your circular telegram No. 242 to Paris of the 27 th July, 
I communicated to the Minister for Foreign Affair 


s ad interim this afternoon substance 
of your conversation with German Ambassador recorded in your telegram No. 208 to 
Berlin of the 27th July. 7 | 


Minister is grateful for the communication, for i 
of your attitude, and he feels confident that 
have a good effect in the interest of peace bet 


t confirms what he had heard 
your observations to the Ambassador will 
ween the Powers. 
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Sir F’. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 28, 9°50 P.M.) 


Paris, July 28, 1914. 

(No. 93.) (July 28, 7°10 p.m.) 

YOUR telegram No. 244 of yesterday. | | 

I informed Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon of your conversation 
with i Russian Ambassador recorded in your telegram No. 377 to St. Petersburgh of 

esterday. | 

He is grateful for the communication. He quite appreciates impossibility for 
His Majesty’s Government to declare themselves “solidaires” with Russia on a 
question between Austria and Servia which in its present condition is not one affecting 
England, and that you cannot take up an attitude at Berlin and Vienna more Servian 
than that attributed to the Russian Government in German and Austrian sources. 

German Ambassador informed Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that Austria 
would respect the integrity of Servia, but he gave no assurance in regard to her 
independence when asked whether that also would be respected. 
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+ MINISTER for Foreign Affairs informs me that war with Servia will be declared 


to-day. 
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WUL 291914 


Ser M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 28, 7°45 P.M.) 


Vienna, July 28, 1914. 

(No. 114.) R. : (July 28, 1:10 P.m.) 

I SAW Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning. | 

His Excellency began by reading to me a full report of your speech of yesterday 
in the House of Commons, which is not reported fully in Vienna press. The upshot of 
our conversation is that Austria-Hungary cannot delay warlike proceedings against 
alte, and would have to decline any suggestion of negotiations on basis of Servian 
reply. 

ee of Dual Monarchy was engaged, and nothing could now prevent conflict. 
Will telegraph further. | 
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CONFIDENTIAL. | SECTION ], 


[84465 | No. 1. 


Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 28.) 
(No 115.) z 
(Telegraphic.) R. | Vienna, July 28, 1914. 
AS directed by your circular telegram No. 242 of 2‘ th July to Paris, I spoke to Minister 
for Foreign Affairs to-day in the sense of your telegram No. 208 of 27th July to Berlin. 
_l avoided the word “mediation,” but said that, as mentioned in your speech, which he 
had just read to me, you had hopes that conversations in London between the four 
Powers less interested might yet lead to an arrangement which Austro-Hungarian 
Government would accept as satisfactory and as iendering actual hostilities un- 
necessary. I added that you had regarded Servian reply as having gone far to meet just 
demands of Austria-Hungary ; that you thought it constituted a fair base of discussion 
during which warlike operations might remain in abeyance, and that Austrian 
Ambassador at Berlin was speaking in this sense. Minister for Foreign Affairs said 
quietly, but firmly, that no discussion could be accepted on basis of Servian note ; that 
war would be declared to-day, and that well-known pacific character of Emperor, as 
well as, he might add, his own, might be accepted as a guarantee that war was both 
just and inevitable. This was a matter that must be settled directly between the two 
parties immediately concerned. I said that you would hear with regret that hostilities 
could not now be arrested, as you feared that they might lead to complications 
threatening the peace of Europe. 

In taking leave of his Excellency, I begged him to believe that, if in the course of 
present grave crisis our point of view should sometimes differ from his, this would 
arise, not from want of sympathy with the many just complaints which Austria- 
Hungary had against Servia, but from the fact that, whereas Austria-Hungary put 
first her quarrel with Servia, you were anxious in the first instance for peace of 
Kurope. I trusted this larger aspect of the question would appeal with equal force to 
his Excellency. He said he had it also in mind, but thought that Russia ought not to 
oppose operations like those impending, which did not aim at territorial aggrandise- 
ment and which could no longer be postponed. : 
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[34466] No. 1. 


Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 
(No. 116.) | a | 
(Telegraphic. ) - Vienna, July 28, 1914. 

I HAVE received note verbale from Ministry for Foreign Affairs, stating that, the 
‘Servian Government not having replied to note of 23rd July in a satisfactory manner, 
Imperial and Royal Government is compelled itself to provide for protection of its 
rights, and to have recourse for that object to force of arms. Austria-Hungary has 
addressed to Servia formal declaration according to article 1 of convention of 18th 
October, 1907, relative to opening of hostilities, and considers herself from to-day in 
state of war with Servia. Austria-Hungary will conform, provided Servia does so, to 
stipulations of Hague Conventions of 18th October, 1907, and to Declaration of London 
of 26th February, 1909. 
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CONFIDENTIAL, | SECTION 6, 


[84467] | No. 1. 


Str M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 29.) 
(No.117.) 

(Telegraphic. ) » July 28, 19)4, 

RUSSIAN Amb an Government have 

declined su mbassador at St. Peters- 

n Minister for [° orelgn 

Russian Ambassador is sure that 

proposal regarding a con- 

et Excellency thinks that in such 

preserving peace of Europe. All hope need 

8 as actual contact between Opposing armies has not taken 
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(Confidential. ) | 

Russian Ambassador says that public Opinion is still] quiet in Russia, but will 
probably become more and nore excited during the next few days. His Excellency 
is pessimistic, and thinks that any German attempt to overawe Russia, as in 1909, 
would lead immediately to war. He Says that Russian Minister of War is bellicoge 
and Emperor of Russia already very angry, so that the least thing might precipitate 
conflict. 

Italian Ambassador also takes a very serious view of the situation, and anxiously 
awaits opening of conference in London. Austrian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Informed hig Excellency d instructed Austrian Ambassador at 
St. Petersburgh to assure -Hungary desired neither 
to gain territory nor to er Ji dor believes that nothing 
short of unconditional acceptance by ian demands would stop 
Austrian advance against Servia. 
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Mr. Crackanthorpe to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 28, 10 P.M. ) 


(No. 59.) Nish, July 28, 1914. 


July 28, 6: 

PESSIMISTIC news contained in my aCe ps fac roe) 

. Servian Government telegraphed en entatives abroad to the 
sale that ee mech ed war. bt as to authenticity of 
elegram. Irime Minister thinks that j 4 ° 
attack, but he assures Servin er to induce Servia to 
her hand. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. - SEcrion 7. 


[34469] No. 1. 


| Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 
(No. 177.) | | | 
(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, July 28, 1914, 
I COMMUNICATED to Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day substance of your 
telegram No. 208 of 27th July to Berlin, and he begged me to thank you for language 
you had held to German Ambassador. He had received same disquieting news from 
Vienna as that reported im Sir M. de Bunsen’s telegrain No. [group undecypherable |, 
and accordingly took pessimistic view of the situation. JI asked him whether 
he would be satisfied with assurances which I understood Austrian Ambassador 
had been instructed to give with regard to Servia’s independence and integrity. 
I was sure that His Majesty’s Government would welcoime any arrange- 
ment that would avert a European war, but it was important that we should 
know real intentions of Imperial Government. His Excellency replied at once that no 
engagement that Austria might take on these two points would satisfy Russia, and 
that on day that Austria crossed Servian frontier order for mobilisation against 
Austria would be issued. I said that German Ambassador had in conversation with 
myself contended that Russian Government could not pretend that their hands 
were being forced by public opinion as there was no excitement and no 
demonstrations. His Excellency replied that Ambassador was quite wrong 
and that it was only thanks to precautions taken by police that there had been no 
hostile demonstrations before Austrian and German Embassies. He had _ to-day 
received a telegram from Minister of the Interior, who was making a tour in the 
provinces, telling him that he need have no fear concerning internal disturbances, and 
that in event of war whole nation would be behind Government. 

I asked whether it would not be possible in last resort for Emperor Nicholas to 
address personal appeal to Emperor of Austria to restrict Austria’s action within 
limits which Russia could accept. His Excellency replied to my question by 
repeating that only way to avert war was for His Majesty’s Government to let it be 
clearly known that they would join France and Russia. Prince Henry of Prussia, he 
heard, was being sent on mission to England, and he trusted that His Royal Highness 
would not be left in doubt as to what England would do. 

As his Excellency had to report to Emperor this afternoon I was unable to 
ascertain result of conversation which he subsequently had with Austrian Ambassador, 
but from a hurried conversation which I had with latter I gathered that, while Austria 
is ready to discuss international question with Russia and to assure her that she has 
no ulterior aims directed either against Servian independence and integrity or against 
Russia’s interests in the Balkans, she considers her quarrel with Servia is one that only 
concerns herself. | 

German Ambassador appealed to me to give moderating counsels to Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and I told him that I had not ceased to do so from the beginning, and 
that it was now the turn of German Ambassador at Vienna to use his restraining 
influence. I warned his Excellency that Russia was thoroughly in earnest, and that 
nothing would avert general war if Austria attacked Servia. Ambassador had not 
received any instructions about suggestion of conference, and my French and Italian 
colleagues are still awaiting their final structions before acting with me. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received J uly 28, 10°45 P.M.) 


St. Petersburgh, July 28, 1914. 


(No. 178.) (July 28, 8°45 p.m.) 
FOLLOWING from Warsaw yesterday :— 


‘‘[? Forces] of infantry leaving Warsaw for frontier.” 
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Sor G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 28, 11 P.M.) 


St. Petersburgh, July 28, 1914. 

(No. 180.) R. | (July 28, 8°45 p.m.) 
FOREIGN press correspondents have been informed at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs that [? German Government have] refused mediation, as dispute is purely one 
between Austria and Servia, and that on the first move of Austria against Servia 


Russia would mobilise. 
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(84474) No. 1. 


| Sir R. Rodd to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 28.) 
| (No. 127.) 
| (Telegraphic.) Home, July 28,1914. 
MY telegram No. 125 of 27th July: Austria and Servia, | 
Minister for Foreign Affairs has asked me to submit the following to you at 
once :— 


had said he thought 
some explanations were given 
ire to intervene under article 5 
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Such explanations might be given to Powers engaged in discussions, as it was not 
to be anticipated that Austria would give them to Servia. The Powers might then 
advise Servia to accept unconditionally. | 

Meanwhile Austro-Hungarian Government had published a long official explanation 
of grounds on which Servian reply was considered inadequate. Many: points besides 
explanation, such as slight verbal difference in sente ding renunciation of 
propaganda, were, Minister for Foreign Affairs e childish, but there 
was a Passage which mi 
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only reproduce from 
memory. ; 7 

| Above all, Minister impressed upon me his anxiety that discussion should begin 
}at once. He had given Italian Ambassador a wide general latitude to accept at once 
| every point or suggestion on which he could be in agreement with ourselves and 


Germany. 
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§ (34474) No. 1. 
| | Str Edward Grey to Sir R. Rodd. 
f (Telegraphic. ) Foreign Office, July 29, 1914, 


YOUR telegram No. 127 of 28th July: Austria and Servia. 
I understand an Minister for Forei irs t 
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Paraphrase of telegram from Sir R. Rodd (Rome) 


Despatched 7.30 p.m. 


July 28th, 1914, 
Received 9.45 p.m. 


No. 127. 


At the request of the Minister for Foreign Af- 
‘Tairs I submit the following to you; - 

In a long conversation thig morning Servian 
Chargé d'Affaires had said he thought that if some 
explanations were given regarding mode in which 
Austrian agents would require to intervene under ar- 
ticle 5 and article 6 Servia might still accept the 
whole Austrian note. 

As it was not to be anticipated that Austria 
would give such explanations to Servia they might be 
Siven to Powers engaged in discussions who might then 
advise Servia to accept without conditions. 

The Austro-Hungarian Government had in the mean- 
time published a long official explanation of grounds 
on which Servian reply was Considered inadequate. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs considered many points 
besides explanation, such as slight verbal difference 
in sentence regarding renunciation of propaganda, 
quite childish, but there Was & passage which might 

| prove useful in facilitating such a course as was 
considered practicable by the Servian Chargé d'Ar- | 
faires. It Wag stated that co-operation of Austrian — 
agents in Servia was to be only in investigation not 
in judicial or administrative. measures. Servia was 
Said to have wilfully misinterpreted this. He thought 
therefore that ground might 1 be cleared here. 
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I only reproduce from memory as I had not yet 
received text of Austrian declaration. 

Minister impressed upon me above all his anxiety — 
for the inmediate beginning of discussion. A wide 
general latitude to accept at once every point or 
Suggestion on which he could be in agreement with 


Ourselves and Germany had been given to Italten Am- 
Dassador. 
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 No.217. 


Paraphrase of telegram to Sir R. Rodd (Rome) 
Foreign Office, July 29th 1914, 12.45 a.m. 


With reference to your telegram of to-day. It ig 


impossible for me to initiate discussions with Ambassadors 


here ag ] understand from Austrian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs that Austria will] not accept any discussion on 
basis of Servian note, and the inference of al] I have 
heard from Vienna and Berlin is that Austria will not 


accept any form of mediation by the Powers ag between 


Austria and Servia. Italian Winister for Foreign Affairs 


must therefore speak at Berlin and Vienna. [ shal] be 


Slad if a favourable reception is given to any suggestions 


he can make there. Please inform Italian Minister for 


Foreign Affairs of the substance of this. 
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| _[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government.) _ 


THE WAR. [July 28.] 


§ CONFIDENTIAL. Section 9. 


B [34476] No. 1. 

: Mr. Erskine to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 28.) 

|} (No. 129.) 
(Telegraphic.) | | Athens, July 28, 1914, 

BUCHAREST telegram No. 24 of 27th J uly: Austria and Servia. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs defines Greek attitude in similar terms, but does not 
commit himself as to attitude in the event of modification of 
having received assurance from Aust 
annexation of territory. 

He states that Greek and Roumanian Governments have warned Bulgaria jointly 
that they will not tolerate her intervention, and that he has received assurance that 
she will not move. | 

(Repeated to Sophia, Belgrade, and Bucharest.) 
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Rome . 
(JUL 29 1Si4 
duly 26th.1914,-— ~ 
Sir, 
The comments of the Italian vress regarding the austrian 
‘“11timatum to Servia fall broadly under two categories, those 
of the official and subventioned press and of the independent 


bapers, 


The observations of the former are somewhat ruarded 
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in tone reflecting nothing more than the purely official 

point of view,and expressing a formal rather tnan enthusiastic 
acquiescence in the action of Austria,while passing over in 
Silence the manner in which this action has been carried out, 


The " Popolo Romano adopts this line in its most offie- 


| 
a 
| 
Py 
= 
~ 
©: 
: g 
Oo 3 
—( 1 
~J 
—> 
ao 
june 
it 
cS 


clal form and emphasises the view expresséd that Fundamentally, 
and apart from any minor question of an unusually sharp word 


or phrase here of tnere in the Austrian note, austria is alto~ 
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gether in the right,and Servia in the wrong,by contrasting 
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the correct attitude adopted by Austria to Servia throughout 


the Balkan wars as compared with the irridentism and chay- 
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Vinism manifested in Servia ever since the annexation of Bas— 


| te Rignt Honple nia 
Sir Edward Grey Bart .M.P.,K.G., 


ete ete ete. 
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nia and Herzegovina,and culminating in the assassination of 
the Archduke Franz Ferdinand, 

But though this conveys the view which it is at present 
prudent for official opinion ¢o adopt,it is far from repro— 
ducing the general feeling in this country with regard to the 
iin: dittiniies te feeling is reflected more truly in the 
columns of the independent press,which,from the « Corriere 
della Sera " of Milan to the " Mattino " or Naples and the 
" Messaggero " of Rome ,show complete lack of Sympathy with 
Austria in the latest ete of her relations With her Balkas 
neighbour.the * Corriere "(ag a matter of fact,passes severe 
judgement on both sountries for the Situation which has now 
erigen;Servia, it considers,showed inexcusable callousness 

in the matter of the sdeane ination Of the archduke , and has 
Since taken no steps whatever to endeavour to assist Austria 
in ieacinie the oe Originators of the plot,or to check the 
anti—Austrian propaganda which Pages freely in the country. 
But ,on the other hand,the termes se the Austrian note were such 


as no independent State could be expected to accede to;sand 


the net result of their acceptance would be nothing less than 


the 
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the temporary abolition of servian independence with Austrian 
control of all the internal and constitutional questions of 
the country.In whatever light the note is Viewed,its effect 
is melancholy .Ir Austria desired to make Servia feel her res-— 
ponsibility for the serajevo crime by imposing her yoke upon 
her,even though Servia accepted the punishment,the resylt 
would only be to enbitter Stili furtner the relations of the 
two States,and to rendér still nore difficult the problems 


connected with the Slav popuistion of the Austrian Empire .But if 


the Austrian Government wished by this note to show her streneth 


and fearlessness of the conse quences;if she Sought to untie 

the Gordian knot of her policy by cutting it,seeing no other 
Sclution than this disustrous menace to the peace of Europe, 
the terms of the note were certainly the best calculated to 

achieve this end.. 

In one point at any rate all papers are unanimous; in 
expressing the hope that actual war may be averted; great hopes 
are entertained of an Anglo-Italian intervention in some quar— 
ters and the Italian press seem fully alive to the delicate 


position in which Italy would be placed in the event of a 


war >etween her ally and a Power on whom she counts te keep 


that 
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that ally in check.she herself would endeavour to keep out. 
of the conflict:andg according to the Giornale d'Italia,her sole 
policy in view of the present situation is that no change 
shall occur in the Balkan or Adriatic equilibriun,unless the 
interests of Italy be first sate-miarded. Austria has,it is true 
denied any intention of seeking territorial Rains in Servia: 
were she eventually to succumb to such a temptation, the status 
quo would at once be altered,and Italy would have to protect 
her own interests. | 

I learn that great efforts have been made to restrain» 
the press from taking any very strong line in discussing the 
Situation,and they have so far been suecessful in so mich as 
public opinion remains calm in an attitude of somewhat anx~ 
fous expectancy. 

I have the honour to ve, with the highest respect, 

Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble servant, 
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Brussels “ 
28 July 1914 


I have seen the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
this afternoon who informed me that the Belgian Government 
have carefully considered the various eventualities which may 


arise from the present European crisis and that they have 
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determined to offer resistance to the utmost of their power 


“ 


should the integrity or neutrality of Belgium be assailed from 


any quarter, 
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So far orders have only been issued to 


stop short leave and to bring two out of the six divisions of 
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the army up to full peace strength. Preparations have, however, 
been made for Prompt mobilization, and it ig calculated that 


the force available would amount to nearly 150,000 men. 
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humble Servant 
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Sir Baward Grey ,K.G., M.P . 
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Section 1], 


Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 29.) 


(No, 99.) 
(l'elegraphic.) R, 

AUSTRIA and Servia, 

At invitation of Imperial Chancellor 
He said that he wished me to tell 
work together with England for m 
successfully in the last Kuropean cris 
for a conference of tati 


appearance 


Judgment . 
ded as mili 


on at Vienna. 


Berlin, July 28, 1914. 


Excellency this evening, 
ous that Germany should 
peace, as they had done 
le to acce 


ernments to discuss 
He had great hopes that 


He 


d have to take sim 


and which in any case O 
bility would rest with her. 


an note, but that Austria’s stan 

ervia was a purely Austrian 

His Excellency further said that he re 
t decision of peace or war rested with G 
In conclusio 


rested with Russia and Russia alone. 
desire to co-operate 
general peace. “A war between the Great Powers 
words. (End of R.) | 


shared by many people here, 


ered a base for discu : 

His Excellency said that he did 
dpoint, and in this he agreed, 
concern with which Russia had 
sented articles in French press 
erman Emperor, 
n his Excellency reiterated his 
with England and his intention to do his utmost to maintain 
must be avoided ” 


This decision 


were his last 
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H.M. CONSULATE GENERAL 
BUDAPEST 


Budapest 
25, 1914, 
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I have the honour to report that at the opening of 
the sitting of the Chamber of Deputies yesterday morning 
the Minister President informed the House of the delivery 
of the Note to the Servien Government and also of the ° 


delivery of the explanatory Circular Note to the Governmenti 
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of the Signatory Powers of the Treaty of Berlin. 
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His Exceliency expressed the opinion that the step 
taken by Austria-Hungary required neither justification 


6932 


: nor further explanation ; rather was it a matter for 


2 surprise that this step had been so long delayed; the 


| reason for this delay was that the Austro-Hungarian 
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| Government did not wish to act under the influence of 
“passion and ‘resentment, but only on full proof and mature 
consideration - Count Tisza wae bold enough to qualify 


the step now taken as grave but mot provocative or 
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"was the fulfilment by Servia of certain neighbourly duties. 
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- Stich questions, His Excellency continued, could not be 
meas the subject of long pourperlers and negotiations 


| and that was the reason for the form of the note and 


the 
The night yon. 
Sir Edward Grey Bt. K.G, 
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the shortness of the period allowed for a reply. " I do not *, 


5 Ce ° e 
concluded Count Tisza ”, rezard the present situation as 


‘constituting a state of war or even as necessarily involving 


the dangers of war. The Monarchy seeks for peace and wishes 

for peace. Nobody can accuse us of aiming at war, cua we 

are of course fully alive to all the consequences of the step 
we have taken. In the firm conviction that we stand for a 

just cause, and that the vital interests of the Monarchy and 

of the Hungarian nation demand the accomplishment of this step , 
we are prepared to bear all its consequences. ", 

The speech was received with wild enthusiasm by the whole 
House, even the Opposition joining in the applause. 

Count Julius Andrassy immediately rose and, after 
stating that he personnally nad long been convinced that the 
existing relations between Austria-Hungary and Servia could 
not be allowed to continue, announced that he was empowered 
to declare on behalf of the united Opposition that, notwith- 
standing the wide gulf which separated them from the Hungarian 
Government and which unfortunately remained unaltered, they wes 
prepared to fulfil their patriotic duties in every respect, 
and that they hoped and expected that every Hungarian would 
follow their lead and would not forget that, if events took 


a serious turn, the honour and vital interests of the Hungarian 


nation were at stake, and for that every man-must be prepared 


to make sacrifices, | 


Count Andrassy suggested that the current debates 


in the House should be suspended until the pending questions 
of 
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of foreign politics be Settled, so that they might not have 

to occupy themselves with secondary questions when their minds 
were filled with the question of peace or war. Count Tisza, 
however, recommended that they should continue the discussion 
of the bill before the House, and thus, by unswerving adherence 
to their daily parliamentary labours, afford to-the world a 
proof of Hungary “s composure and imperturbable fixity of 
purpose. 


This latter course was adopted and for once peace and 


eta 
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unanimity reigned in the Hungaraan Parliament, 


I have the honour to Be, 
with the highest respect 
Sir, 
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le 16/28 Juillet rere, 


‘\ 
ec | 
Mr.Sazonorr telégraphie qu'il a eu Dimanche un entretien pre 


longé avec le comte szapary. ~~ 


En exeminant 1a répogse de 1a Serbie aux tO points formuiés. 
par la note Autriéhtenne jr, Sazonort &@ fait observer sous forme amicale,que 
si meme la Serbdie Bty Soumet tag »maleré la rédaction malneureuse de la 
note autrichienne,quelques unes des exigences autrichiennes seront irréalisa 
bles. 7 

Ainsi les points I et 2 exigent L'assentiment législatir de 
1a Skouptchina serbe & 1a modification des lois sur la presse et le droit 
d'association,assentiment qui ne pourra guere etre obtenu, | 

Les points 4 et 6 ne manqueratent pas de provoquer des can- 
séquences des plus dangereuses,tels que aes complots anarchiques contre les 
| Membres ‘de la Famille Royale et le Président du Ministére,un résuitat qui 
certainement, n'entre pas dans les vues du Gouvernement Impérial et Royal. 

| Quant aux autres points »Mr.Sazonoff a dit A 1 Ambassadeur 7 
qu‘il lui semblait que moyennant certaines modifications dans les détails > 
| un terrain dtaccord pourrait etre trouvé gans adifficulté,pour peu que les 
accusations formlées sotent vasées sur es preuves suffisantes, | | 

| Mr.Sazonorr a ajoutés que dans 1'intéret de la paix,un interet 
que 1'Anbassadeur a'Autriche venait de déclarer aussi précieux ‘pour 1*autri= 
_ Che-Hongrie que pour ies autres Puissances, ii serait urgent de mettre fin 
le plus t3t possipie & 1a tension actuelle, 
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Dans ce but Mr.Sazonorr a exprimé le désir que le Comte Sza- 
pary soit muni des pouvoirs nécessaires pour entrer avec lui dans un échange < 
—A'idées privé qui permettrait une révision de quelques points de la note 
AustromHongroise du 19 Juillet. 


3914JO ONOIIY DtIAHNY 


De cette Tagon,pense-t=11,11 sorait peut-etre possible de trour, 
ver une formie acceptable pour la Serbie et répondant en meme temps pour 


1'essentiel,aux exigences du Gouvernement de 8a Majesté Impériale et Royale, 
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Confidentiel. 


le 16/28 Juillet IoI4, 


M. Sazonorr télégrapnie qu'il a eu Dimanche un entretien prolon- 


gé avec le Comte Szapary,. 
Hn eXaminant avec lui les ro points formulés par la note Autri-= 


chienne, M. Sazonorr a fait observer sous forme amicale que si méme 


Hla serpie Sy soumetteit, maleré 1a rédaction malneureuse de la note 


Autrichienne, quelques unes des exigences Autrichiennes seront irréa- 
lisables, 

| Ainsi les points r et 2 exigent L'assentiment législatir de la 
Skouptchina Serbe A la modification des lois sur 1a presse et le 
droit d*association, assent iment qui ne pourra gutre &tre optem:, 


 *bes points 4&5 ne manqueraient pas de provoquer des conséquen -- 


ces des plus dangereuses, tels que des complots anarchiques contre 
les Metres de la Familie Royale et 16 Président du Ministere, un 
résultat qui certainement n‘entre pas dans les vues du Gouvernement 
Impérial et Royal. 

Mant aux autres points, M. sazonofr a ait h 1*Ambassadeurgu' 17 
lui semblait que moyennant Certaines modifications dans les détails, 
un terrain 4'accora pourrait &tre trouvé sang aifriourté » pour peu. 
que les accusations formées solent basées sur des preuves suffi~ 
santes, | | | | a 

M. Sazonoff a ajouté que dans ltintérét ae 1a paix, un intérét 
que l'Ambassadeur d'Autriche venait de déclarer aussi précieux pour. 
L*Autriche-Hongrie que pour les autres Pulssances, 11 serait urgent. 
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Dans ce but M. Sazonoff a exprimné le aésir que le Comte 
vary soit muni des pouvoirs nécessaires pour entrer avec lui dans 
un déchange d'idées privé qui permettraient une révision de quel— 


Austro“Hongroise du 10/33 Juillet. 
Stre possipie de 
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| EASTERN EUROPE. | [July 27.1 
EASTERN EUROPE (duly 27) 


CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 99, 
RE RERSEEES 


[84517] | . No. 1. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir R. Rodd. 
_ Foreign Office, July 27, 1914. 
THE Italian Ambassador informed Sir A. Nicolson to-day that the Italian Minister 


for Foreign Affairs agreed entirely with my proposal for a Conference g quatre to be 
held in London. 


(No. 222.) 


Sir, 


291440 GNODTY JITANG 


question of asking Russia, Austria-Hungary, and Servia to suspend 
pending the result of the Conference, the 
recommend the suggestion warmly to the German 
enquire what procedure they would propose should be followed at Vienna. 
| | am, &c. 


KE. GREY. 


~iaUaLafay 


., 


[2189 dd—22) 


—( 1 
jon} 
jp 

~~ 
4) 
james 
icJY 
LF) 


NOQNOT ‘391440 qy0d3y 

JFTANd INL 40 HOISS INNId 10 
“HLIA ATVI IHAVEDOLONG QJONGONAIY 
AVADOLOHd LWDIYA GO] 


30 OL LON - HI 


COPYRIGHT PHOTOGRAPH - NOT TO GE 
REP ROOUCTO PROTOGRAPHICALLY WITH 
OUT PERMISSION OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


E PUBLIC 


H - 
HOTOGRAP 
1ON OF TH 
LONDON 


HOTOGRAP 
ICE, 


s) 
S 


REPRODUCED 
OUT PERMIS 


RECORD OFF 


a 
~ 
= 
.<) 
& 
>» 
Q. 
oO 
© 


Re ference: ~ 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Received by 


T 


re I; 


391450 QNOD2y J179Nd 


off Artery Nideate, Pe: Meer + aca 


Last Paper. 


(Minutes.) 


| ae LAE erty, 
| a ae & 


‘ a 9 
~aMUaLafay 


IGS 
~J 
aD 
pumas 
qT 
LJ —) 


(How disposed of.) 
KP, H2 Be 


d OJOLAON IY 


391440 QU0DRy 
QOLONd LHD 1YA GOD 


NOISS IWN3d LNO 


JOLON 


— NOQNOT 
d UL 40 
- Nava 


o1768n 


HLIM A 


TWO tava 


38 OL LON 


380083—W. & 8, Ltd. —(90)—27737—20,000—11-18, 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE Re ference: « 


COPYRIGHT PHOTOGRAPH - NOT To CE 
REPRODUCED PROTOGRAPHICALLY WITH-. 
OUT PERMISSION OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


| 
i 
: 


{ 


LUM 


GRAPH - 


Reference: -~ 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


o 
we 
oO 
= 
a. 
— 
= 
oO 
@ 
> 
Q, 
oO 
© 


REPRODUCED PHO 
OUT PERMISS 


UBLIC 


'ON OF THE Pp 


RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


for Foreign 
Austrian no 
would take 
required gu 
action woul 


— 


~ «93 
_ [This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, ] 


No. 8 —ARCHIVES. 
a Seeesuammececes 


(Al 
EASTERN EUROPE. | [July 29.} 


CONFIDENTIAL. SEcTION ]., 


No. 1. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


Foreign Office, July 29, 1914. 


THE Russian Ambassador informed Sir A. Nicolson that on the 27th instant the 
Austro-Hungarian Ambassador in Paris communicated to the French Acting Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, by order of his Government, that the reply of Servia to the 
Austrian note was considered unsatisfactory, and that, in any case, Austria-Hungary 
would take energetic action on the 28th with a view to forcing Servia to give the 
required guarantees. On M. Bienvenu-Martin asking M. Isvolsky what form this 
action would take, his Excellency replied that he had no indication, but that it could 


| only mean either an ultimatum, or a declaration of war, or the invasion of Servia. 
Iam, &c. 


E. GREY. 
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“Ltaubaseedour O*Anglelerre cat ver g' informer 3 nous Jugeons 
utile que l'Angleterre prenne l'initiative ae convoquer » » Londres une conré= 


Fence des Représentants de L'An ‘leterre,la France,l'Allemagne et 1° Ttalte, pour 


étudier une issue 4k 1a situat ion actuelle, 

J'ai répondu A l' Ambassadeur que j'ai entamé aes pourbarlers 
avec l'Andassadeur d'Autriche=Honerie, en condition. que jtespére Tavorables. 
Pourtant je n'ai pas encore recu ¢ réponse » 1a proposition que j'ai faite 
d'une révision de la note entre les devx Cabinets. 

S81 des explications directes avee le cap inet de Vienne se trou= 
Yaient irréalisables,je suis pret & accepter la Proposition angiaise,ou toute 
autre de nature 4 résouére favorablement le conflit,. 

J@ youdrais pourtant @carter dbs aujourd'hui un malertendy qui 


pourrait surgir de la réponse donnée par le Ministre de la Justice Francais 


A l'Arbassadeur a'alie agne concernant des Conseils de modéretion & donner an qd 


: Cabinet tupérial. To LF ? 62 
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q 
VWitvecypher Sir M.de Bunsen. Vienna. July 28th,191#. 3 
(4, 28th. 10 p.m. =r. 10.45 a.m. July 29$n.) — 


: 
t 


| | _ \ 
Following for D.M.O, from Milibary f JUL 29, i9|4 


attaché, 
"Complete mobilisation of 99th corps now 


practically certain, ist, 10th,. 11th Galician corps not yet 

| mobilised. Trains with cavalry left Budapest for Galicia 
yesterday. . Constant reports of General Bohm Ermolli that he 
will command one of the armies entering Servia instead of von 
frank or von Auffenberg. Mountain ‘troops, including mountain 
artillery are being transferred from 14th and 3rd corps districts 
to Bosnia. Concentration of units has begun and is proceeding 
simiteneously with calling (?omitted. in) of reservists. On 
mquiry. at War Office here whether more than one attaché would 
be allowed, I was tbld that instructions would be issued next wg 
week and that in the meantime it was impossible to answer ques~ 
long = Please send series of Servian maps. 

; To list of units confirmed as mobilised, add 
th and 41st Honved divisions. summary according to inform. 
stion so far actually verified is: completely mobilised, 8th, 
ith, 4th, 7th, 13th, 15th and 16th corps and 40th and 4lst div- 
isions. Partially : end, Srd, 12th, 14th corps. Possibly 
lartially;: 6th corps and 20th division. No positive informati-~ 
(n concerning other landwehr or Honveé troops." 
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THE WAR. | [July 29.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. | - -- Sgorron 19. 


[384545] © No. 1. 
Str &. Rodd to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 


No. 128.) | 
Telegraphic. ) Rome, July 29, 1914. 

BERLIN telegram No. 96 of 27th July is in contradiction with your telegram 
No. 208 of 27th July tc Berlin, in which German Ambassador was reported to have 
accepted idea of conference in principle. 

Italian Government have information from Berlin showing that No. 96 of 27th July 
correctly represents German view, but Minister for Foreign Affairs understands that 
it is rather the “conference” than the principle which creates difficulty. He is 
telegraphing to Berlin to-night urging that idea of an exchange of views in London 
should be adhered to, and suggests that German Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
might propose formula which he could accept. Minister for Foreign Affairs thinks 
that this exchange of views might be concomitant with direct communication between 
St. Petersburgh and Vienna, and would keep door open if latter fail to have any result. 

He is also informing Berlin that public opinion here will not pardon the 
Government if every possible step has not been taken to avoid war, and urging that in 
this Germany must co-operate. | 

Even if it proved impossible to induce Germany.to take part, he would still 
advocate that Italy and England should still continue to exchange: views, each as ~ 

representing one group. | 

He added that there seemed to be a difficulty in making Germany believe that 
Russia was in earnest, and thought it would have a great effect if she believed that 
Great Britain would act with Russia and France, as Germany was really desirous of 


good relations with ourselves. 
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(No. 60.) 
(Telegraphic. ) _ Nish, July 29, 1914. 
VICE-CONSUL at Belgrade telephones that shots are being fired over Belgrade, 


and that Austrians are making pontoon bridge over Save, railway bridge having, 


according to information received here, been blown up. . . 
I have instructed vice-consul to hoist flag over legation, and in event of Austrians 


entering Belgrade to make immediate notification tu military authorities with a view to 
ensuring safety of legation. 
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[34598] No. 1. 
Count de Salis to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 


(No. 2-4.) _ 
Cettinjé, July 29, 1914. 


(Telegraphic.) R. 
FROM Cettinjé, sent via Scutari. . 
Semi-official paper to-night publishes the text of a telegram from Prince Regent 


of Servia to King, thanking him for assurances that Montenegro is united with Servia 
for defence of Serb race. Telegram from the King in reply concludes: ‘“ My 
Montenegrins are on frontier prepared to fall in defence of our independeuce.” 

Decree of mobilisation has not yet been issued, but troops are being collected 
from this neighbourhood and sent to frontier posts. Peasants report Austrians 


evacuated Budua yesterday, burning their superfluous stores. 
Telegraphic communications via Cattaro suspended since Sunday. 
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Sir, 
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Servia showed 


The Sarajevo 
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Austrian Government mu 
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hem for years measures 
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cou put by the Austrian Govern- 


ment upon the Servian reply, and I told Count Mensdorff the Substance of the 
conversation that I had had with the German Ambassador this morning about 


ed to me as i 
ply, they could mak 
ussia into the dispute. 
satisfy Russia, well and good ; I could take a holida 
Consequences would be incalculable. I po at I quoted this phrase 
from an expression of the views of the German Government. I feared that it would 
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Sir, 

Count Mensdorff told he by instruction 
to-day that the Servian Government had not 
accepted the demands, which the Austrian Covern- 
ment were obliged to address to them in order to 
secure permanently the most vital Austrian 
Servia showed that she did not 


intend to abandon her Subversive aims, tending 


interests. 


towards continuous disorder in the Austrian 
frontier-territories and their final disruption 
from the Austrian Monarchy . Very reluctantly 
and against their wish, the Austrian Government 
were compelled to take nore severe measures to 
enforce a fundamental change of the attitude of 
As the 


British Government knew, the Austrian Government | 


enmity pursued up to now by Servia. 


had for many years endeavoured to find a way to 


though 
this had been made very difficult for them by 


get on with their turbulent neighbour, 


the continuous provocations of Servia. _ The | 
Sarajevo murder had made clear to every one what | 
appalling consequences the Servian propaganda : 


had already Produced, and what a permanent — 

| | of 
We would under- | 
Stand that the Austrian Government must at last | 


threat to Austria it invo lved. 


Consider that the moment had arrived to obtain, | 


by means of the strongest pressure, gus anteoe 3 


for the definite suppression of the Servi 


&spirations and for the security of peace and 
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order on the south-eastern frontier of Austria. 
As the peaceable means to this effect were : 
exhausted, the Austrian Government must at last. 
appeal to force. They had not taken this 
decision without reluctance. Their action, 
which had no sort of aggressive tendency, 

could not be represented otherwise than as an 
act of self-defence. Also, they thought that 
they would serve a European interest, if they 
prevented Servia from being henceforth an 
element of general unrest, such as she had been 
for the last ten years. The high sense of 
justice of the British nation and of British 
statesmen could not blame the Austrian Govern- 
ment, if the latter defended by the sword what 
was theirs, and cleared up their position with 
a country whose hostile policy had forced upon 
then for years heasures so costly as to have 
gravely injured Austrian national prosperity. 
Finally the Austrian Government, confiding in 
their w# amicable relations with us, felt that 
they could count on our sympathy in a fight 
that was forced on them, and on our assistance 
in localising the fight, if necessary. 


Count Mensdorff added on his own 


account that, as long as Servia was confronted | 


with Turkey, Austria never took very severe 


steps, because of her adherence to the policy 7 


of the free development of the Balkan States; | 


but that, now that Servia had doubled her 


territory and population without any Austrian | 


interference, the repression of Servian _ 


subversive || 
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subversive aims was a matter of self-defence 
and self-preservation on Austria's part. He 
‘reiterated that Austria had no intention of 
taking Servian territory, or aggressive designs 
against Servian territory. | 
I said that I could not understand 
the construction put by the Austrian Government 
upon the Servian reply, and I told Count Mens- 
dorff the substance of the mnversation that I 
had had with the German Ambassador this norning | 


about that reply. 
| Count Mensdorff admitted that, on 


paper, the Servian reply might seem to be 


satisfactory; but the Servians had refused the | 


one thing -- the co-operation of Austrian 
officials and police -- which would be a real 
guarantee that in practice the Servians would 
not carry on their subversive campaign against 


Austria. 
I said that it seemed to me as if the | 
Austrian Government believed that, even after | 
the Servian reply, they could make war upon : 
Servia anyhow, without risk of bringing Russia | 
into the dispute. If they could make war on : 
Servia and at the same time satisfy Russia, well. 
and good : I could take a holiday to-morrow. 
But, if not, the consequences would be incalcu- — 
lable. I pointed out to him that I quoted this, 
phrase from an expression of the views of the 

German Government. I feared that it would be 


expected in St. Petersburghthat the Servian reply} 


would diminish the tension, and now, when Russiaj 


found that there was increased tension, the 


situation | 
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Situation would become increasingly serious. 


Already the effect, on Europe was one of 
I pointed out that our Fleet was to 


anxiety. 
have dispersed to-day, but we had felt unable 
to let it disperse. We should not think of 
calling up reserves at this moment, and there 
Was no menace in what we had done about our 
Fleet; but, owing to the Possibility of a 
European conflagration, it was impossible for 
us to disperse our forces at this moment. I 
gave this as an illustration of the anxiety 
that was felt. It seemed to ne that the 
Servian reply already involved the greatest 
humiliation to Servia that I had ever seen a 
country undergo, and it was very disappointing 
to me that the reply was treated by the 
Austrian Covernuent as if it were as unsatis- 


factory as a blank negative. 
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were al to: address to them in order to secure permanently 

+r most vital interrests. Servia shows- thay She does not intend 
to abandone her subversive aims tending towards the continous 
dgsorder in our frontier-territories and their final disruption 
from the AustrosHungarian Momarch - Very reluctantly and against 
our wish we are compelled. to take’ more severe measures to enforce 
& fundamental change of the attitude of enmity persued up to now 
by Servia. 

As the British Government know, we have for many years 
endeavoured to find & way to get on with our turbulent neighbour 
though they made it very difficult to us by their continous provo- 
cations, The murder of Serajevo has made it Clear, to any one, 
what appalling consequences the Servian Propaganda had altready 
produced and what a pemanent threat to Austria Hungary it involves. 

The British Government Will understand, that we mst at 
last consider the moment arrived to procure with the strongest 
pressure antees, to secure the definite suppression of the 
aspirations and to secure peace and | order on our south-eastern 


frontier, 
The peaceble means to this effect being exausted, we will 


have eventually to appeal to force. 
Our Government do not take. this decision without reluctanc 
Our action, which has no Sort of agressive tendency, cam not be 
represented otherwise: g mem act of self defence, and we think, 
We serve also a European. labeiens. if we prevent Servia from being. ~ 
henceforth an element of general unrest, as ‘She has been for the 
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== The high sence of justice of the British Nation ‘ 

: a2 and the British statesmen cannot blame us, if we defend we the fi . Kabert 
ae sword what is ours and if we clear up our position with a country ; : 

S355 whose hostile policy has forced us for years to the most expensive saahicel 

2 cog measures which have gravely injured our national prosperity. | 

33 = : | Confiding in the amicable relations with England, — Paper 
58 we thik we may count on the sympathy of the British Government saakaas 


in @ fight which has been forced upon us, and also that she will 


assist: anyvandeavour - if necessary - to localise it. (Print) 
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ll the troops/this district have returned to winterquarters and 


| ino divisions ordered to be ready to move to the Austrian front- 


«ler. | 
fit te Informed that Kieff district. is mobilising. 


suthwebtern railway. ceased to receive private goods. 
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 (HlecypherSir E. Goschen. Berlin. July 29th, 
Vi.4.27p.m. 7.5.45p.m.) 
0,100.K. 
| ngent . | 
secret and confidential. 
ustrla and Servia,. 

Imerial Chancellor sent for me again today He informed me that. 
he had at once communicated to Vienna your opinion af Servian | 
Breply might form basis of discussion. He regretted to state that 
Alungerlan Govt. had answered that it was too late to act upon 
your Suggestion as events had marched too rapidly. Upon receiv- 
ing thelr answer H.E. had sake ESXBBE sent a message to Vienna 

stating that while he was of opinion that Servian reply had shown 
acertain desire to meet Austrian demands he quite understood Xia 
that In view of past experiences A-Hungarien Govt. could not rest 
satisfied without some sure guarantees that demands they had 
mde upon Servia would be scrupulously carried out in their ume 
mtirety. He had added that he presumed that hostilities about 
to be undertaken against Servia had exclusive object of séecur- 
“ing such guarantees particularly as A-Hungerian Govt. had aire 
already given assurances at Sst Petersburg that she had no Gerrit. 
“lal designs. If this view was correct he advised AwHungarian 
fot. to speak openly in that semse for he hoped that by hold- 
“ing such language all possible misunderstanding might be set 
aside. He had, he told me, as yet received no reply from Vienna. 
H.E. hoped that you would realise from fact 
that he had gone so far in giving advice at Vienna that he was 
[*icerely doing all in his power to prevent danger of European 
‘uplications, = | — | Oo 
H.E. begged me most urgently to request you to reg. 
“8d this communication of language he had held in Vienna as 
met secret and confidential and not to mention it to represent- 
“lives of any other Power. He had not even mentioned &t to Mitte 
Prince Lichnowski. That he now communicated it to me was a proof 
f confidence he felt in you and of his desire that you should 
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pws know how sincerely he appreciated : your efforts in the xaum 
ase Of general peace and that he was doing his best to support 
bet 

Finally H.E. informed me that an exchange of telegrams was 
baking place between German. Emperor and the Cgar, 
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THE WAR. | | [July 29.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. | SECTION 8, 


[34666] No. 1. 
Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 
(No. 122.) | 


(Telegraphic.) | Vienna, July 29, 1914. 
FRENCH and Italian Ambassadors agree with me that at present there is no 
step which we could usefully take to stop war with Servia, to which Austro-Hungarian 
Government are now fully committed by declaration of war and Emperor’s appeal 
to his people published this morning. Italian Ambassador thinks that Russia might 
be induced to remain quiet if Austro-Hungarian Government would convert into 
a binding engagement to Europe declaration made at St. Petersburgh to the effect 
that she desires neither to acquire Servian territory nor to destroy independence of 
Servia. But Italian Ambassador feels sure that Austro-Hungarian Government would 


refuse to do this. 


(Confidential.) _ 
French Ambassador is reporting to French Government that he is convinced by 


admissions of Servian Minister, with whom he was in close contact till Minister 
departed 26th July, that growing condition of unrest in Southern Slav provinces of 
Dual Monarchy was such that Austro-Hungarian Government were compelled either 
to acquiesce in separation of those provinces or make a desperate effort to retain 
them by reducing Servia to impotency. Servian Minister always said that time was 
working for Servia, and he told French Ambassador that within three years Southern 
Slav provinces would be ready to rise against Austria-Hungary without Servia having 
to raise her little finger. Austria-Hungary realises she could wait no longer, and 
determined on war, from which it looks as if nothing would now deter her. French 
Ambassador thinks this shows that conflict is not due to German instigation, and that 
it does not necessarily show that Germany desires European war, as is thought by 


many in France. 
| a 
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Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 30, 12°30 a.m.) 


Vienna, July 29, 1914. 
(No. 123.) (July 29, 8°50 p.m.) 
FOLLOWING. for Director of Military Operations from military attaché :— 


7 “List of units mobilised in 8th corps includes Landwehr division and cavalry 
™ regiments whose headquarters are at Stanislan. Prague and Pardubitz cavalry do not 


m seem to be affected. In press circles it is said that a frontier skirmish unfavourable to 
@ Austrians took place yesterday east of Foca. No account of this appears in papers.” 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Mr. Crackanthorpe to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29, 10°45 P.M.) 
Nish, July 29, 1914, 
(No. 64.) (July 29, 6°50 p.m.) 
MY immediately preceding telegram : 
Prime Minister informed me that, should military authorities decide to defend 
Belgrade, due notice will be given to inhabitants so as to afford them time to leave. 
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A -TONDAN CONFERENCE. [ —— CONFIDENTIAL. 


“INVITATION, FO. THE FOUR 
GREAT POWERS. | 


We give below the full text of Sir Edward 
Grey’s statement yesterday in the. ‘House of 
Commons’ explaining the. attitude of Great 
| Britain in the Austro-Servian crisis. The state- 
ment was made in reply to a question by-Mr. 
Bonar Law. Sir Edward Grey ssid :— 
The ‘House will, of course, ‘be aware from the 
public Press of’ what the nature of the situation in : Mr C ke h 
Europe is at the’ present moment. I think it is due | ‘: Yr OUrackant iy E 
to the House that I should give in short narrative . ope to Sur Edwa 
form the position which his Majesty's: Government. 
have so far taken up. (Hear, hear.) Last Friday 
morning I received from the ‘Austro-Hungarian Am- 
bassador the text of the communi¢ation made by the | U | 
Austro-Hungarian Government to the Powers, which | (No. 65.) 
has appeared in the Press, and which included textu- | | . 
ally the demand made by the. Austro-Hungarian | PRIME Minister asks me to express 
Government upon Servia.” — | 
In the afternoon.I saw other Ambassadors, and ex- . | in the House of Commons on 27th Jul 
pressed the view that as long as the dispute was one| — ! J: 
between. Austria-Hungary and Servia alone I felt that: 
we hai no title to interfere, but that if the relations |- ir 
between Austria-Hungary and Russia became threaten- 
ing, the question would then be one of the peace. of 
Europe—a matter that. concerned us all. . 
I did not then know what view the Russian Govern- 
ment had taken of the situation, and without knowing 
how things were likely to develop I could not make 
any immediate proposition; but I said that if rela- 
tions between Austria-Hungary and Russia did become 
threatening, the only chance of peace appeared to me 
‘| to be that the four Powers—Germany, France, Italy, 
and Great Britain—who were not directly interested 
in the Servian question, should work together both in 
St. Petersburg and’ Vienna simultaneously to get both 
Austria-Hungary | and Russia to suspend military 
| operations while the four Powers: endeavoured to 
arrange’a settlement. 
After I had heard t hat Austria-Hungary had broken 
off diplomatic relations with Servia I made by teéle- | 
graph yesterday afternoon the following proposal, 
as a practical method of applying the views that I had | 
already expressed :— — 
I instructed his Majesty’s _Ambassadors: in Paris, 
Berlin, and Rome to ask the Governments to which 
they were accredited whether they would be willing 
to arrange that the French, German, and Italian 
Ambassadors'in London should meet me in a confer- 
ence to be held in London immediately to endeavour 
to find a means of arranging ‘the present difficulties, 
At the same time, I instracted his Majesty’s Ambassa- 
dors to ask those Governments ‘to authorize their |’ 
representatives in Vienna, St. Petersburg, and |. 
Belgrade to. inform the Governments there of the |, 
proposed conference and ‘to ask them to suspend all | 
active military operations pending the result of the. 
conferetice. 7 
To that I have not. yet received: complete replies, 
and it is of course a proposal in which the coopera- 
. | tion of all four Powers is-essential. In‘a crisis sp grave |. 
| as this the efforts of one: ‘Power alone to preserve the 
peace must be. quite ineffective. | 
‘The time allowed in this matter has. been sO short | 
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tain whether it would ‘be: well: received. But, where | 
matters are so 'greve-and the time so short, the risk 
of propesing- -something * ‘that ‘is:-unweleome® dr in- |’. 
effective ‘cannot be avoided. . I cannot but feel, how- | :: 
ever, assuming that the text of the Servian reply as | 
published ‘this morning in the Press is. accurate, .as | - 
I bélieve it: to be, that*it should ‘at: least: provide a 
basis. on which a. friendly.: and’ impartial ‘group of’) : 
Powers, including Powers 'who ‘are equally in’ ‘the |: 
confidente’ of Austrie-Hutigary: ‘and’ of. ‘Rivisia, should |. 
be able to arrangé 8 settlement that would be generally | 
acceptable. —_ 
Tt-munst:be obvious to any person who reflects | upon |: 
| the situatign that the moment, the dispute ceanes to 
| be one . between Austria-Hungary and Servia and 
becomes: one in which another Great Power is. in- 
volveil,..it can. bat. énd: in the greatest catastrophe | | 
that. has ever ‘befallen. the Continent of Europe atone’ . | —_ ee | 
blow ; no.one-can sey what wolild be the limit of the oo = [705—618) | 
[ase n_ Jihe. igs be, salaed. -by. such © conitich the | oe oO 
ences. cot its. direct: aa: indirect, ‘would. be 
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Mr Crackanthorpe to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29, 11 P.M.) 


7 | Nish, July 29, 1914. 
g (No. 65.) | . (July 29, 6°50 p.m.) 

: PRIME Minister asks me to express to you his deep gratitude for your statement 
in the House of Commons on 27th J uly. | 
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Mr. Crackanthorpe to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received J uly 30, 2°20 a.m.) 


Nish. 
CONSIDERABLE panic in Belgrade, in consequence of which refugees are 
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crowding into British Legation to seek protection of our flag. 
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Mr. Crackanthorpe to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 30, 2°25 A.M.) 


Nish. 
I AM informed by telephone from Belgrade that two shells have fallen on portion. 
of British Legation exposed to Austrian fire, doing considerable damage. 
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[84673] No. 1. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 
(No. 182.) | | 
(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, July 29, 1914, 

ORDER for partial mobilisation was signed to-day. 

In accordance with instructions conveyed to me in your telegram No. 392 of 
28th July, I communicated to Minister for F oreign Affairs substance of your telegram 
No. 218 of 28th July to Berlin and told him in confidence of what German Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs had said to Sir E. Goschen on the subject of mobilisation. 
His Excellency had already heard it from another source, and said that mobilisation 
would only be directed against Austria. It was for this reason that it had been 
decided not to order the general mobilisation which military authorities had strongly 
recommended. | 

Minister for Foreign Affairs said he had, on advice of German Ambassador, 
proposed direct conversation between St. Petersburgh and Vienna, but that Austrian 
Government had now definitely declined such an exchange of views. In informing 
German Ambassador of this refusal on Austria’s part he proposed to urge return to 
your proposal for conference of four, or, at all events, for exchange of views between 

‘you, three Ambassadors less directly interested, and, if you thought it advisable, 
Austrian Ambassador. He did not care what form such conversations took, and 
he was ready to accept almost any arrangement that was approved: by France 
and England. There was no time to lose, and war could only be averted if you 
could succeed by conversations with Ambassadors either collectively or individually 
in arriving at some formula which you could get Austria to accept. Russian-Govern- 
ment had done all they could do to maintain peace and had been perfectly frank 
and conciliatory throughout, and he trusted British public realised it would not be 
their fault if their efforts to maintain peace failed. | 

| I mentioned to him suggestion made in Rome telegram No. 125 of 27th July, and 
asked whether he would raise objections if this suggestion were carried out. His 
Excellency said he could not be more Servian than Servia and would agree to 
anything four Powers could arrange provided it was acceptable to Servia. Sharpness 
of ultimatum, however, would have to be toned down by some supplementary state- 
ment or explanations. | : 

As regards proposal referred to in your telegram No. 388 of 28th July, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs said it was one of secondary importance to which he did not attach weight 
under altered circumstances of situation. His Excellency further told me that German 

Ambassador had informed him that his Government were continuing to exert friendly 
influence at Vienna. If German Ambassador uses same language to his Government 
as he did to me to-day, I fear he will not help to smooth over matters. He accused Russia 
of endangering peace of Europe by mobilising, and on my referring to all that Austria 
had recently done said there were matters he could not discuss. JI reminded him that 
Austria had already partially mobilised, that her consuls here had warned all Austrian 
subjects liable to military service to. join colours, and she had now declared war on 

ervia, knowing from what had passed during Balkan crisis that this was an act that 
Russia could not submit to without humiliation. If Russia had not shown that she 
was in earnest by ordering mobilisation, Austria would have believed that she could go 
to any lengths, and thus trade on Russia’s desire for peace. A week or more would 
elapse before mobilisation was completed, and Minister for Foreign Affairs had given 
me to understand that Russia would not precipitate war by immediately crossing 
frontier. In the meantime we ought all to work together to find issue out of dangerous 
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Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29, 10 P.M.) 


| St. Petersburgh, July 29, 1914, 
(No. 184.) (July 29, 8:30 p.m.) 

conversation reported in my telegram No. 182 4 , Minister for 
Foreign Affairs expressed considerable doubt as to attitude of Rouménia in the event 
of general war, and said that he feared that King would side with Austria, though 
sympathies of his subjects were on side of Russia. - 

I also forgot to mention that his Excellency does not wish reference made to the 
fact that it was at suggestion of German Ambassador that he had proposed direct 
conversation with Austria. | 

I hear from my French colleague that Chief of General Staff sent this afternoon 
for German military attaché and assured him on his word of honour that, up to the 
present, no single military preparation has been taken against Germany. 
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Str R. Rodd to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29, 10°15 P.M.) 


Rome, July 29, 1914. 


(July 29, 7°20 p.m.) 
I UNDERSTAND that [?] press messages reporting movem 


| ent of ships or troops 
are no longer accepted here. But there is no indication as yet of any further summons 
of time-expired classes to colours. 


(No. 129.) R. 


391410 GUODIY DIAN 


{ 
a 
|_| 
20 
S 
i] 
(© : 
S 
aa , 
—( 1D 
~J 
ao 
os 
qe? 
+ —) 


NOQNOT °391340 OY093u 
DITA INL 40 NOISS IWAId LNO 


F HLIM ATIVIUHdVEDOLONG O39R00N CTY 
30 OL LON - HdVavOLOHd LHD 1Hdd02 


| 75—616 | 


a ea rpms tesa” ToT 


34677 


ww 


(Subject) 


lusbia andl Styria 


MF 25 Ofsis tors Bat lirwe 10 pact for forthe, 


¢_ oe _s 
391450 GUOD3Y DtIWNNG 


Last Paper. 


Z11676 


CO  — 
(Print.) (Minutes.) 


x. 


a 
t—] 
O : 
3 
feo 
~~} 
iN 
en 
ee 


WOONOT ‘391440 aUODaY 
td 4N914Ad09 


217GNd NL 40 NOISS IMIG 100 
WIIHavavOLONG OJ9NO0N AIA 


(96,980). 99 831—21. 5000. 4/1 


a 


(86,481). We.27,787—69. 5000. 11/18." 
4. 


CONFIDENTIAL, 


Sur R. Rodd to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 29, 9°30 P.M.) 


Rome, July 29, 1914. 

(No. 130.) (July 29, 7:20 p.m.) 

YOUR telegram No. 217 

In view of communicatidn made to-day by Russia at Berlin regarding partial 
mobilisation, Minister for Foreign Affairs now thinks moment is past for any further 
discussions on basis of Servian note. Utmost he now hopes is that Germany may be 
induced to use her influence at Vienna to prevent or moderate any further Austrian 
demands on Servia. 
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Str FE. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received July 29.) 
(No. 101.) 


Berlin, July 29, 1914, 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Sir H. Bax-Ironside to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 29, 9°30 P.M.) 


| Sophia (wid Pola), July 29, 1914. 
(No. 35.) (July 29, 3°30 p.m.) 
ATHENS telegram No. 129 VA fit"y AF, 

Greek and Roumanian Minisfefs have jointly warned Bulgarian Government that 
their Goverments will use their utmost endeavours to maintain the terms of the Treaty 
of Bucharest, and they have demonstrated their solidarity in this matter. | 

Bulgaria Government have instructed their representatives to inform the Govern« 
ments to which they are accredited that Bulgaria will observe strict neutrality. The 
policy of Bulgaria will be, however, one of opportunism. 

(Repeated to Athens, Belgrade, and Bucharest.) : | 
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Mr. Beaumont to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 29.) 

(No. 461.) | 
(Telegraphic. ) | | _Constuntinople, July 29, 1914. 

I GATHERED from remark let fall by Austrian Ambassador here that designs of 
Austria may extend considerably beyond sanjak and a punitive occupation of Servian 
territory. He spoke of assistance on which Austrian army could count from Mussulman 
population discontented with Servian rule and of deplorable economic situation at 
Salonica under Greek administration. | 
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(Telegraphic.) R. F Forei, , 
RUBTRIA ard Servis oreign Office, July 29, 1914, 
My telegram No. 226 of to-day to Berlin. 
You should inform Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
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* Also to Sir G. Buchanan (No. 403). | 


3914150 ONOIIYU D1IANG 


[2189 f—4] 


auasafay. 


_) 
mM 
a) 
© 
~~] 
o 
© 
ar 
* 
oO 
rm 
| ond 
© 
= 
S 
oO 
= 


© 
S 
an 
a”) 
at 
4s 
= 
% 
“9 
=) 
= 
So 
nm 
a 
rm 
— 
4 
@ 
| od 
es 


a & 
= © 
—~ 
= << 
Gs 
o'- 
co} 
Oo 
“~ — 
o 
mo] 
T= 
= & 
| 
~~ ¢ 
om 
wp Po} 
> 
> 
Vu >= 
_ | 
Oo x 
> 
= ©} 
ee | 
=< 
anf 
xz°o 
~~ 
eae 


. vege ie 
aad, ee mereka cai tans tna SES i ge Siiaiats 


. 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government. ] 16 7 
Oe 
(RCHIVES. 


EASTERN EUROPE. © [July 29.) 


CONFIDENTIAL. 3 | | SEcrion 5, 


[34699] No. 1. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir M. de Bunsen.* 
(No. 184.) | 
(Telegraphic.) R. | Foreign Office, July 29, 1914. 
AUSTRIA and Servia. | 
_ My telegram No. 226 of to-day to Berlin is for your information only. 
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urged that the German Governuent should suggest any method 
_ by which the influence of the four Powers could be used 
together to prevent war between Austria and Russia. France 
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any method that Germany Could suggest if mine was not 
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[34710] No. 1. 


Sur G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received J uly 30.) 
(No. 227.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, July 27, 1914. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the public of the capital showed 
considerable excitement yesterday over the Austro-Servian crisis. Newspaper offices 
were besieged by crowds clamouring for the latest news, and those who obtained 
papers read out the latest telegrams to the people round them. A detachment of 
soldiers with a band evoked spontaneous cheers, which were taken up all along the 
Newsky Prospect. In the afternoon a large crowd of all classes collected in one of 
the main avenues of the town and raised cheers for Servia and hoots and groans for 
Austria and Germany. The police made an unsuccessful attempt to disperse the 
crowd which made its way to the Servian Legation. The Servian Minister, 
M. Spalaikovitch, appeared at a window and was received with an ovation, whereupon 
he made a speech expressing the filial sympathy of his country for Russia, but 
closed the window when the cry of “down with Austria” was raised. Several 
attempts at hostile demonstration before the Austrian and German Embassies were 
frustrated by the police. Crowds sang the national anthem outside some of the 
barracks and Russian officers were greeted with cheers in the streets. At 3 A.M. 
this morning a large crowd driven back from the German Embassy renewed the 
demonstration in front of the Servian Legation, where one of the Servian secretaries 
made a speech on the crisis. The crowd cheered with enthusiasm and held a Russian 
officer shoulder high to reply. 

All the papers publish articles on the chances of war or peace. The “ Novoe 
Vremya ” says all depends on Germany, who is under no treaty obligation to support 
Austria in acts of provocation. The German Government, says the writer, will never 
allow the German army to be used as a weapon in the hands of Austria. The 
“St. Petersburgh Courier” publishes agency telegrams to the effect that the German 
Emperor has returned to Berlin several days earlier than was originally intended ; that 
the Chief of the Prussian General Staff has hurried back to Berlin from Karlsbad ; 
and that a general mobilisation of the Servian army has been officially notified. The 
“Rech ” states that you, Sir, have advised the King to address the German Emperor 
directly with a view of bringing about a peaceful settlement of the Austro-Servian 


dispute. 
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4 he Right Honble. 
yf Sir B Grey., Bart., Koa.) U.P. 
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ST. PETERSBURG, 
July 27 
3471 
(50 JUL I9i4 
Sir , 

I have the honour to inform you that 
the public of the Capital showed considerable ex- 
citement yesterday over the Austro-Servian crisis. 
Newspaper offices were besieged by crowds clamour ing 
for the latest news and those who obtained papers 
read out the latest telegrams to the people round 
them. A detachment of soldiers with a band evoked 
spontaneous cheers which were taken up all along 
the Newsky Prospect. In the afternoon a large crowd 
of all classes collected in one of the main avenues 
of the town and raised cheers for Servia and hoots 
and groans for Austria and Germany. The police made 
an unsuccessful attempt to disperse the crowd which 
made its way to the Servien Legation. The Servian 
Minister, Monsieur Spalaikovitch, appeared at a 
window and was received with an ovation, whereupon 
he made a speech expressing the filial sympathy of 
his country for Russia, but closed the window when 
the cry of " down with Austria " was raised. Several 
attempts at hostile demonstration before the Austrian 
and German Embassies were frustrated by the police. 
Crowds sang the national anthem outside some of the 


barracks 
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barracks and Russian Officers were greeted with cheers 
in the streets, At 3 A.M. this morning a large crowd 
driven back from the German Kmbassy renewed the 
demonstration in front of the Servian Legation where 


one of the Servian Secretaries made a speech on the 
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crisis. The crowd cheered with enthusiasm and held 
a. Russien Officer shoulder high to reply. 

| All the papers publish articles on 
the chances of war or peace. The " NOVOE VREMYA " 
says all depends on Germany, who is under no treaty 


obligation to support Austria in acts of provocation, 
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The German Government, says the writer, will never 
allow the German Army to be used as a weapon in the 
hands of Austria, The " PETERSBURGH COURIER " pub- 
lishes agency telegrams to the effect that the Ger- 
man Emperor has returned to Berlin several days earlier 
than was originally intended; that the Chief of the 
Prussian General Staff has hurried back to Berlin fron 
Karlsbad; and that a general mobilisation of the Ser- 
vian Army has been officially notified. The.” RECH * 
stetes that you, Sir, have advised the King to address 
the German Emperor directly with a view to bringing 
about a peaceful settlement of the Austro-Servian | 
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I have the honour to be with the highest respect 
| | Sir, | 
Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 


Lavegee L hm ee a 


34734 |175 


(50 JUL _I9l4 


29 Jul, 1914 No. SA T3G 


Telegram. | (Subject.) 


Aubhe~ Senviau War. 
A OEE 


uw f. fascher 
Last Paper. | fuer aulete bse Wow ¢ “ eer 4 ending 
347 10 [CGrseAonree Ga seine. 


(Print.) | | ( Minutes.) | . | 


Nt fe fron | Gee Jr ted . 
Copier cent & Ge Kg, Pee once 


39t45O QNOIIU DITANG 


6672 re a 
| ~ sovasofey ; 


(How disposed of.) 


NOONOT {391410 O0N093y 


JITAd INL AO NOISSIWAId LO 


“HLIA ATIVIINdVHDOLONG QI9LAGONdIE 
30 OL LON - NdVNVOLONd LHD IHAdOD 


. re 2 Loree eS eee DO 


or 


. 


' oe a as 


+ Meetag e 


t 
>. : 
et i ‘ wed 


- oy ne 4s, tine gamma 0 ee eT ee 


(No. 102. § 
[? AUS’ 
Chancel! 

made the fol] 

‘was continu: 

event of] a R 

to his great ; 

hoped Great 

of ‘British po 
crushed. Su 
ment was re: 

Great Britair 

aimed at no te 

| In answ 
possible for h: 
| Continui 
‘Government t 
as they were 1 

| As regar 
might be forc 


REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITH 
OUT PERMISSION OF THE PUBLIC 


COPYRIGHT PHOTOGRAPH - HOT TO BE 
RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


! 
© 
2. 
3 
Ne 
a 
@ 
Re 


© of his policy e 
An assura 
produce would 
the two countr 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 
3 


CON FLDENTIAL. 
AEE 


Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 30, 9 A.M.) 


| Berlin, July 29, 1914, 
(No. 102. Secret. Urgent.) K. (July 29, 1:20 A.M.) 

[? AUSTRIA and] Servia. 

Chancellor having just returned from Potsdam sent for me again to-night and 
made the following strong bid for British neutrality in the event of war. He said he 
was continuing his efforts to maintain peace, but that [? group omitted: in the 
event of] a Russian attack on Austria, Germany’s obligation as Austria’s ally might, 
to his great regret, render a European conflagration inevitable, and in that case he 
hoped Great Britain would remain neutral. As far as he was able to judge key-note 
of British policy, it was evident that Great Britain would never allow France to be 
crushed. Such a result was not contemplated by Germany. The Imperial Govern- 
ment was ready to give every assurance to the British Government, provided that 
Great Britain remained neutral; that, in the event of a victorious war, Germany 
aimed at no territorial acquisitions at the expense of France. 

7 answer to a question from me, his Excellency said that it would not be 
possible for him to give such an assurance as regards colonies. 

Continuing, his Excellency said he was, further, ready to assure the British 
Government that Germany would respect neutrality and integrity of Holland as long 
as they were respected by Germany’s adversaries. 

As regards Belgium, his Excellency could not tell to what operations Germany 
might be forced by the action of France, but he could state that, provided that Belgium 
did not take sides against Germany, her integrity would be respected after the 
conclusion of the war. 7 : 

Finally, his Excellency said that he trusted that these assurances might form basis 
of a further understanding with England which, as you well know, had been the object 
of his policy ever since he had been Chancellor. 

An assurance of British neutrality in conflict which present crisis might possibly 
produce would enable him to look forward to a general neutrality agreement between 
the two countries, the details of which it would, of course, be premature to discuss at 
the present moment. 


at this stage of events. 
After our conversation I communicated to his Excellency the contents of your 
telegram No. 227, and he begged me to convey to you his best thanks. : 
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Ser Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen (Berlin). 


(No. 231.) K. Foreign O fice, July 30, 1914, 3°30 pM. 

YOODR telegram No. 102 . 

You must inform German Chancellor that his proposal that we should bind 
ourselves to neutrality on such terms cannot for a moment be entertained. 

He asks us in effect to angage to stand by while French colonies are taken and 
France is beaten so long as Germany does not take F rench territory as distinct from 


the colonies. 
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No. 66. (R), 
| Information received here this morning is to 


pve effect that Austrians recommenced bombardment of Belgrade 
yesterday evening.  Servians replied from forts and bombards 
j nent ceased, Minister for War states that Servian frontier. 


has NOt yet been vholated. 
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THE WAR. [July 30.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. SEcTIon 5, 


[84746] No. 1. 


Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 80.) 


(No. 124.) | 
(Telegraphic. ) Vienna, July 29, 1914. 


RUSSIAN Ambassador informs me that Russia has ordered mobilisation of corps 


destined for operations on Austrian frontier. Military attaché learns from his Russian - 


colleague that thirty-one divisions will be mobilised, namely, those of Wilna, Warsaw, 
Kieff, and Odessa army corps. News is not yet generally known in Vienna this 
evening, but I believe it will not he a surprise to Ministry for Foreign Affairs, which 
has tardily realised that Russia will not remain indifferent. In present temper of this 
country irrevocable steps may be taken unless mediation which German Ambassador 
declared its [sic] readiness in principle to offer in concert with three other 
Great Powers not immediately interested be rapidly brought to bear. Both 
Russian and French Ambassadors have spoken to-day to German Ambassador, 
who feigns surprise that Russia should take so much interest in fate of Servia. 
Russian Ambassador explained impossibility of her doing otherwise, and expressed 
hope that matters might yet be arranged. He said that Russia had already used her 
influence to secure compliance of Servian Government with principal demands of 
Austria. She would probably go further still in this direction if approached in a 
Proper manner. But she could not consent to be excluded from the settlement, and 
she was justly offended at having been completely ignored in the matter. Interview 
with French Ambassador was disagreeable, but German Ambassador in the end said 
that personally he thought German Government might consent to act as a mediator 
with other three Powers, provided that proposals could still be formulated which 
would have any prospect of acceptance on both sides, F rom what Russian Ambassador 
tells me, I gather that Russia would go a long way to meet Austrian demands on 
Servia, but his Excellency greatly fears effect on Russian public opinion if a serious 
engagement takes place before an agreement is reached. 

Italian Ambassador fears that Austro-Hungarian Government would decline 
mediation if offered before Austrian arms had obtained at least one decisive victory 


over the Servians. | | | 
[2217 gg—-5] | 
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CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION Q, 
—$ 


[34779] No. 1. 


Telegrams communicated by Count Benckendorff, J uly 29, 1914, 


(1.) Telegram from M. Sazonof to Russian Ambassador at Berlin, dated July 28, 1914. 
IN consequence of the declaration of war by Austria 
Government will announce to-morrow (29th) the mobilis 
scriptions of Odessa, Kieff, Moscow, and Kazan. Please inform German Government 
confirming the absence in Russia of any aggressive intention against Germany, 
lhe Russian Ambassador at Vienna has not been recalled from his post. 


against Servia, the Imperial 
ation in the military circon- 
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(2.) Telegram to Count Benckendorff. 


The Austrian declaration of war manifestly renders vain direct communications 
between Austria and Russia. The action of the London Cabinet in favour of a 
mediation to stop the military operations of Austria against Servia appears to be most 
urgent. 7 

Unless military operations are st 
give Austria time to crush Servia. 
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CONFIDENTIAL, Srction 16, 
Kr 


[34807] No. 1. 
Count Benckendorff to Sir A. Nicolson.— (Received July 30.) 


Russian Embassy, London, 
My dear Nicolson, | July 30, 1914. 

I RECEIVED yesterday night two of the enclosed telegrams. They seem to me 
of importance. As they refer to Schebeko's telegram of which I gave you a résumé 
yesterday afternoon, I enclose a translation of that telegram as well. 

Yours sincerely, 


BENCKENDORFF. 
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Enclosure in No. 1. 


Telegrams communicated by Count Benckendorff, J uly 30, 1914. 


(1.) 
Russian Ambassador at Vienna to M. Sazonof. 


~199uaLafay 


(Confidentiel. ) 
(Télégraphique.) Vienne, le 15 (28) juillet, 1914. 
Fat entretenu_aujourd’hui le Comte Berchtold dans le sens des instructions de 
votre Excellence. Je lui fis observer, en termes les plus amicaux, combien il était 
désirable de trouver une solution qui, en consolidant les bons Tapports entre |’ Autriche- 
Hongrie et la Russie, donnerait 3 ta Monarchie austro-hongroise des garanties sérieuses 
pour ses rapports futurs avec la Serbie. 
J’attirais attention du Comte Be 
l'Europe qu’entrainerait un conflit armé 
Le Comte Berchtold 
de la situation et . 
Saint-Pétersbourg. >, d’ TOUVE t austro-hongrois, 
qui ne s'était décidé énergiques qu’il avait prises 
iscussion aucun des termes 


fd QIILRGONATY 


AVIVOLOHd LUD IMA GOD 


a 
(2.) 


| M. Sazonof to Count Benckendor ff. 
(Confidentiel. ) 


(Télégraphique.) Saint-Pétersbourg, le 16 (29) juillet, 1914. 

LORS de mon entretien avec Ambassadeur d'Allemagne, dont traite mon 
télégramme précédent, Je n’avais pas encore regu le télégramme du 15 (28) juillet de 
M. Schébéko, 

Le contenu de ce télégramme constitue un refus du Cabinet de Vienne de procéder 
4 un échange d’idées direct avec le Gouvernement Impérial. 

Dés lors, il ne nous reste plus qu’’ nous en remettre entiérement au Gouvernement 
britannique pour l’initiative des démarches qu'il jugera utile de provoquer. | 


je . 


— NOQNOT "391440 QN093y 
d TNL 40 NOISSIMYId 10 


J1ION 
“HLIA ATIVOIMavayvOLON 


30 OL LON - I 


[2217 gg—16] 


7 
qo 
~l 
J 

—— 
wo 

—_ 
qr 
Ls —) 


J3u 


SS IWY3d 10 
JOLOHM AIICAON dTY 


NOQNOT ‘391410 auo 
H1OAd INL 40 NOI 
VTWOIHAVY 

~ HdAVIVOLOHd LHD 1YA GOD 


4] 
“HLIM A 


J3U D1TWANYG 


31450 aN 


7 
a] 


a)UALIfay 


39 OL LON 


Confidentiel, 


Télégramme de L'Ambassadeur de Russie Vienne & Mr.Sazonof?, . 
en date au 16/28 guiliet I9l4, | 


J'ai entretenu aujourd'hui le comte Berchtold dans le sens deg | 
instructions de votre Excellence,.Je lui fis observer,en termes les plus ami« 
_ Caux, combien 11 était désirabie de trouver une solution qui en consolidant 
les bons rapports entre 1 'Autriche-Hongrie et la Russie,donnerait & la Monar— 

chie Austro-Hongroise des garanties séricuses pour ses rapports ruturs avec 
la Serbie, : 


la paix de 1‘Burope,qu'entrainerait un conflit armé entre 1'Autricne-Hongrie 
et la Serpie, , | we | 
Le Comte Berchto1d me répondit qu'il se renaait parfaitement compte 
au sérieux de la situation et des avantages d'une franche explication avec le | 
‘Cab inet de 8t-Pétersbourg.I1 me dit que d'un autre coté le Gouvernement Austro 
Hongrois qui ne s'était déciaé que trés mal volontiers aux mesures énergiques 
| qu'il avait prises contre la Serbdie,ne pouvait Plus ni reculer ni entrer en 
discussion aucune des termes de la note Austro-Hongroise. | | | 

: Le Comte Berchtold ajouta que la crige était devenue si aleue et que 


L'exc itation de 1'opinion publique avait atteint tel degré ,que Le Gouvernement ,; 


‘le voulait-11,ne pouvait Plus y consentir,d'autant moins ,me dit-11,que 1a . , 
‘onse mene Ge 1a Serbie donne la preuve au manque de ®inchrité 4e ses pr mes Bi 


‘pour l'avenir.= | 2 
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J'attirais l'attention du Comte Berchtold sur tous les daAgers pour 
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Confident 1el. 


réiégramme | Ge Mr.Sazonoff & 1'Ambassadeur de Russie 4 Londres 


du 16/29 Juillet Iver. 


4 


Lors de mon entretien avec 1'Anbassadeur d'Allemagne,dont traite mon 


$é1égramme précédent, je n'avais pas encore regu le télégramme au 15/28 Juille 


de MO 
Zen Le contenu de ce télégramme constitue un refus du Cabinet de Vien— 


ne de pr&péagr & un écnange d'idées direct avec le Gouvernement Impérial, 
Dés lors il ne nous reste plus qu'& nous en remettre ent igrement 


au Gouvernement Britannique pour 1' initiative des démarches qu'il jugera utile 


de provoquer.— 
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_ 76aégramme-ae Mr.sazonorr en date jeg Tuiliet + TOT4e 
ef 23.) | | bei 
L'Ambassadeur G'Allemagne m'informe au nom du ‘eae 1'Al~ 

Lemagne n'a pas cessé d'exercer & Vienne une influence modératrice et qu'elle 
continuera cette action méié aprés 1a déclaration de guerre.Jusqu'a ce matin 
11 n'y avait aucune nouvelle que les armées autrichiennes aient francni l@ fron- 
titre serbe.-J'ai prié 1" Anb assadeur de transmettre au Chancelier mes remercie=_ 
ments pour la teneur amicale de cette communication.Je l'ai informé des mesures 
mnilitaires prises par la Russie,dont aucune,lui dis-je,n'était dirigée contre 

L'Allemagne ; j' ajoutais qu'elles ne pré jugeaient pas non plus des mesures agreg- 
sive contre 1'Autriche-tlongrie,ces mesures &' expliquant par la peuara eee de 
la plus grande partie de 1'armée Austro—Hongroise, 
- L'anb assadeur Se pronongant en faveur d'explications directes avee 
Le Cabinet de Vienne et nous,je répondis que j'y étais tout disposé,pour peu 
me les conseils du Cabinet de Berlin,dont 11 pariait trouvent écho A Vienne. 


Hn meme temps je signalais que nous étions tout disposés i accepter 


le projet d'une conférence des quatre Puissances,un projet auquel sparaissait—11 | 


Bu LE PR 


LA Lemagne ne sympathisait pas entidrement. 
| . ve dis que,dans mon opinion,le meilicur moyen pour mettre a profit: - 
‘peus 1es moyens: propres i produire une solution pacifique ,consisterait én une 
‘action paralléle des pourparlers d'une conférence & quatre de 1'A 
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ments les plus critiques de la Crise de 1'an dernier, 
a Jab dis & 1*Anbassadeur qu'aprés leg concessions faites par la. 


bie,un terrain de compromis 
trés difficile & trouver,& condition touteroig de quelque bonne volonté de la 


part de l'Autriche et » condition que toutes les Pulssances usent de toute 


leur influence dans un sens de conclllation,=. 
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pour les quest ions restées ouvertes ne serait pas 
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CONFIDENTIAL, SECTION 3, 
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[ 34848) : No. 1. 
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Sir Edward Grey to Sir H. Bax-I. ronside. 
| . o. 54, Confidential. ) | | 


ir, Foreign Office, July 31, 1914, 
THE Greek Minister calle t and informed Sir F Crowe, 
in strict confidence, © Greek and 
oumanian Governme joi sed to 
at if Bulgaria were to attac 
Bulgaria, 


' 
Ne 


v 


Tam, &c., 


, : E. GREY, 
— 


TLE O a 
! ft 9 
~:9uUaLafay 


[2217 hh—s] 


aad 


os ) 
as 
iG? 
Ss —) 


NOQNOT ‘391440 QN0934 


JIVWAd INL 40 NOISSIWAId LNO 


“HLIA ATIVIINdMVSDOLONU QIICdONdTY 
38 OL LON - WAVIVOLONd LHD IHYAdOD 


‘pesistey No. 34848/14 


fr. O., 


lee July 31st 19m, . 
VA a ° 
Draft. “ 


der H. BaxeIronside, | Sire 
No. 54, 


The Greek Minister called on the 28th 
‘J lonfidential | 


instant and informed Sir E. Crowe in strict 


391450 ANOD3y JIT9NG 


confidence that communications were passing 
between the Greek and Roumanian Governments 


with a view of a joint warning being address- 


~faMALafay 


ed to Sofia that.if Bulgaria were to attack 


Servia, Greece and Roumania would move on 


Bulgaria, eR. 
p50 
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TILES O Recent No, 30349 


( Subject.) 


far’” Qobal, 272 f4 ty 


Mr. BONAR LAW: I rise to ask the 
Parliamentary Foreign Secretary a question of which I 


: have given him notice: whether he would 
Question. } communicate any information to the 
; House as to the situation which exists 


between Austria and Servia? 
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larly, Dokl. 27 fb 191 


_ The SECRETARY Of STATE for 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir E. Grey): The 
House will, of course, be aware through 
the public Press of what the nature of the 
situation in Europe is at this moment, J 
think that it is due to the House that I 
Should give in Short narrative form the 
Position which His Majesty’ s Government 
have so far taken up. 

— Last Friday morning I received from the 
Austro-Hungarian Ambassador the text of 
the communication made by the Austro- 
Hungarian Government to the Powers, 
which has appeared in the Press, and 


which included textually the demand made | 


by the Austro-Hungarian Government 
upon Servia. : 


| 


In the afternoon I saw other Ambassa- 


dors, and expressed the view that, as long 
as the dispute was one between Austria. 
Hungary and Servia alone, I felt that we 
had no title to interfere, but that, if the 
relations between Austria-Hungary and 
Russia became threatening, the question 
would then be one of the peace of Europe: 
4 Matter that concerned us all. : 

_I did not then know what view the 
Russian Government had taken of the 
situation, an4 without knowing how things 
were likely ‘to develop I could not make 
any immediate proposition 3’ but I said 
that, if relations between Austria-Hungary 
and Russia did become threatening, the 
only chance of peace appeared to me to be 
that the four Powers—Germany, France, 
Italy, and Great Britain, who were not 
directly interested in the Servian question 
—should work together both in St. 
Petersburgh and Vienna simultaneously 
to get both Austria-Hungary and Russia 
to suspend military operations while the 
four Powers endeavoured to arrange a 
settlement, | 7 


After I had heard that Austria-Hungary | 


had broken off diplomatic relations with 

Servia, I made by telegraph yesterday 

afternoon the following proposal, as a 

Practical method of applying the views 

that I had already expressed — : 
I instructed His M 

in Paris, Berlin, an 

Governments 


Conference to be held in 
London immediately to endeavour to 
find @ means of arranging the present 
difficulties, At the same time, I instructed 
His Majesty’s Ambassadors to ask those 


Governments to authorise their represen- 
tatives in Vienna, St. Petersburgh, and 
Belgrade to inform the Governments there 
of the proposed Conference, and to ask 
them to suspend all active military opera- 
tions pending the result of the Confer- 
ence. 


To that I have not yet received com- 
plete replies, and it is, of course, a pro- 
posal in which the Co-operation of all four 
Powers is essential. In a Crisis so grave 
as this, the efforts of ane Power alone to 
Preserve the Peace must be quite in- 
effective. 


The time allowed in this matter has been 


80 short that I have had to take the risk 


of making a proposal without the usual 
preliminary steps of. trying to ascertain 
whether it would be well received, But, 
where matters are 80 grave and the time 
so short, the risk of proposing something 
that is unwelcome or ineffective cannot be 
avoided. I éannot but feel, however, 
assuming that the text of the Servian 


_Teply as published this Morning in the Press 
“is ‘accurate, as I believe it to be, that it 


Tt must be Obvious to any person who 
reflects upon the situation that the moment 
the dispute ceases to be one between 
Austria-Hungary and Servia and becomes 
one in which another Great Power is in- 
volved, it can but end in the greatest 


indirect would be incalculable. 

Mr. HARRY LAWSON: May I ask the 
right hon. Gentleman whether it is true 
that this morning the German Emperor 
accepted the Principle of Mediation which 
he has Proposed ? 


Sir E. GREY: | understand that the 
German Government are favourable to the 
idea of mediation in Principle as between 
Austria-Hungary and Russia, 
to the particular 
Principle by me 
I have described 
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Question. 
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Mr. BONAR LAW: I wish to ask the 
Prime Minister if he has any information - 
he can communicate on the European. 


Parliamentary — | “st. 


1 The PRIME MINISTER: There are no. 
Ou estion. new developments sufficiently definite to- 
enable any further statement to be made, 
but we hope that no unfavourable infer- 
ence will be drawn from this. I cannot. 
say more. 


Last P | Lord HUGH CECIL: Can the right 
as aper. hen. Gentleman say if hostilities have. 
broken out? 


Zu F5 O The PRIME MINISTER: We have no 
definite information about that. 


7 CO 
(Print.) | ' (Minutes.) 
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Mr. BONAR LAW: May I ask the Prime | 

A Minister whether he has any information — 
Parliamentar y in regard to the European situation to give . 
a . ‘ 
Ouestion. to the House ? 
The PRIME MINISTER: As the House 
is aware, a formal Declaration of War was 

issued yesterday by Austria against 

Servia. The situation at this moment is 

one of extreme gravity. I can only say, 

Last P aper. usefully say, that His Majesty’s Govern- 

ment are not relaxing their efforts to do 

everything in their power to circumscribe 


JI x5 the area of possible conflict. 


Mr. WALTER GUINNESS: May I ask 
the right hon. Gentleman whether he has 


( Print.) } , , ; 
| received any information as to the alleged 
revolutionary outbreak in Russian Poland ? 
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CONFIDENTIAL. | | Szction 17, 


[34855] No. 1. 


(No. 185, Sor G. Buehanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 30.) 
o. 185. : 
(Telegraphic.) P. 7 St. Petersburgh, July 30, 1914. 

FRENCH Ambassador and I visited Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning. 
His Excellency said that German Ambassador had told him yesterday afternoon that 
German Government were willing to guarantee that Servian integrity would be 
respected by Austria. To this he had replied that this might be so, but nevertheless. 
Servia would become an Austrian vassal, just as, in similar circumstances, Bokhara 
had become a Russian vassal. There would be a revolution in Russia if she were to 
tolerate such a state of affairs. 

M. Sazonof told us that absolute proof was in possession of Russian Government 
that Germany was making military and naval preparations against Russia—more 
particularly in the direction of the Gulf of Finland. 

German Ambassador had a second interview with Minister for Foreign Affairs at 
2 A4.M., when former completely broke down on seeing that war was inevitable. He 
appealed to M. Sazonof to make some suggestion which he could telegraph to German 
Government as a last hope. M. Sazonof accordingly drew up and handed to German 
Ambassador a formula in French, of which following is translation :— : 


“If Austria, recognising that her. conflict with Servia’ has assumed character 
of question of European interest, declares herself ready to eliminate from her ultimatum 
points which violate principle of sovereignty of Servia, Russia engages to stop all 
military preparations.” 
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Preparations for general mobilisation will be proceeded with if this proposal is 
rejected by Austria, and inevitable result will be a European war. Excitement here 
has reached such a pitch that, if Austria refuses to make a concession, Russia cannot. 
hold back, and, now that she knows that Germany is arming, she can hardly postpone, 
for strategical reasons, converting partial into general mobilisation. 


a ee es 
[2217 gg—17] 


NOQNOT °391440 QY0934 
DITA AL AO NOISSIWAId LNO 


“HLIA ATWOTHdVYDOLONY GI90G0N CTY 
30 OL LON - WdVNVOLOHd LWDITYAdO? 


[This Document is the Property. of His Britannic Majesty's Government. ] 
nn HESY S Government,] 


ARCHIVES, — : 


THE WAR. | [July 30.] 
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| | Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 
(No. 270.) | | 
(Telegraphic. ) | Foreign Office, July 30, 1914, 
AUSTRIA and Servia. (SS | 
_ Sir G. Buchanan’s telegram No. 496 of 30th July is repeated for your information 
cnly | | 


‘ ee 
* Also to Sir E. Goschen (No. 234), Sir M. de Bunsen (No. 188), and Sir R. Rodd (No. 230). 
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CONFIDENTIAL, . SEcTion 1], 
[34855} Nod. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen, 


Foreign Office, August 1, 1914, 
ount - Benckendorff of 31st July 
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: 31656 
Decypher Sir G. Buchanan, st. Petersburg. July 30th. “OD 


No.185.Urgent. K, . : 
| $0 JUL 1914 J 
Yery confidential. be S14 


NWF-As received French Anbassadorand me this morning. He told 
us he had yesterday afternoon conversation with German Ambassa 
-ador in which latter had said that his Govt. would guarantee 
| that Austria would not Violate Servien integrity. M.F.A. had 
“replied that though territorial integrity might be respected 
Servia would inevitably become vassal of Austria just as Bok~ 
-hara though its territory had been left intact xshmugek was a 
vassal of Russia, Were Russian Govt. to tolerate this , there 
would be a revolution in country, smut kxrgm High words were exch 
"anged on both sides,M.F.A? accusing Austria of juxpanter a 
policy of blackmail and Germany of being animated by desire of 
gaining time to complete her military preparations. 

| Russian Govt., M.F.A. told us, had absolute 
proof of military and naval preparations being made by Germany 
againsh Russia more especially in direction of Gulf of Finland, 
Yesterday evening it was decided to issue this morning order 
for partial mobilisation ~thirteen army corps referred to in. 
my tel, red? and at same time to commence preparations for 
general moblisation, 

At two o'clock in morning German Ambassador had sece 

-ond interview with M.F.A. in which former seeing that war was 
. inevitable broke down Completely and appealed to latter to 
hold out a lastn straw and to make raguaxt suggestion he z 
Could telegraph to his Govt» M.F.A, then read out texd of 


French formula given by him to Ambassador of which following 


is translation. (End of K-) (R begins. ) 
RiXK " Ir Austria recognishng: that her conflict with Servia 


has assumed character of question of Buropean interest decl- 
ultimatum 


“eres herself ready to eliminate from her uxkimats points which 
| violate 
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1] { Violate principas of sovereignty of Servia, Russia engages 211 
10 Stop all military preparations. 3 (END of R) | 
Ki If Austria rejects this proposal preparations for a gener. 
al Mobilisation will be proceeded with and European war wtt 
wll be inevitable . For strategical reasons Russia can hardly 
postpone converting partial into general mobilisation now that 
she knows that Germany is preparkng and “excitement in: country 
yas reached such a pitch that she cannot hold back if Austria 
refuses to make concession. M.F.A. is to see Emperor this after- 
noon, | 
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[24865] No. 1. 


| Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 30.) 
(No. 103.) 
(lelegraphic.) R. ° | Berlin, July 20, 1914, 

SECKETARY of State for F oreign Affairs informs me immediately on receipt of 
Prince Lichnowsky’s telegram recording his last conversation with you he asked 

Austro-Hungarian Government whether they would be willing to accept mediation on 
basis of occupation by Austrian troops of Belgrade or some other point and issue their 
conditions from there. He has up till now received no reply, but he fears Russian 
mobilisation against Austria will have increased difficulties, as Austria-Hungary, who 
has as yet only mobilised against. Servia, will probably find it necessary also against 
Russia. Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs says 1f you can succeed in getting 
Russia to agree to above basis for an arrangement and in persuading her in the mean. 
time to take no gs be regarded as an act of aggression against Austria 

d. (End of R.) 
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y taken after, and 

ay—Imperial Government had done 

. Something, however, would have 

, and if, and when, they mobilised, they would 

uave to mobilise on three sides. He regretted this, as he knew France did not desire 
war, but it would be a military necessity. . 

His Excellency added that telegram received from Prince Lichnowsky last night 
contains matter which he had heard with regret, but not exactly with surprise, and at 
all events he thoroughly appreciated frankness and loyalty with which you had spoken. 

He also told me that this telegram had only reached Berlin very late last night; 
had it been received earlier Chancellor would, of course, not have spoken to me in way - 


he had done. 
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[34865] No. 1. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen. 
(No. 287.) 
(Telegraphic. ) Foreign Office, July 30, 1914, 
YOUR telegram No. 103 of 30th J uly. | 
Telegram from German Ambassador referred to by German Chancellor in last 
paragraph but one of your despatch evidently refers to a warning given by me that 
Germany must not count upon our standing aside in all circumstances. | 
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Sir R. Rodd to Sir Edward (rey.—( Received July 30.) 


Rome, July 30, 1914, 
Rome, last night. He 
“or peace early, say as soon 
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the country and strength 
00 men to ensure Success of 
in which case Austrian terms 
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CONFIDENTIAL. | | ‘SEcrion 10. 


[34876] No, 1. 
Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 80.) 
No. 135. — | 


( felegraphic.) Vienna, July 30, 1914. 

NEWS of Russian mobilisation is still carefully held back, press making no 

assador tells me that official notification 
made yesterday by Russian Ambassador at Paris concluded with the statement that 
the Russian Ambassador had not yet been recalled from Vienna. Russian Ambassador 
will see Minister for F oreign Affairs to-day. He does not yet know how Austro- 
Hungarian Government are taking it, but hopes that mobilisation will be regarded ag 
what it is, namely, a clear intimation that Russia must be consulted regarding the fate 
of Servia. Russian Ambassador says that Russian Government must have assurance 
that Servia will not be crushed, but would understand that Austria-Hungary is 
compelled to exact from Servia measures which will secure Slav provinces of Austria 
from continuance of hostile propaganda from Servian territory. Mobilisation is 
proceeding at Odessa, Kieff, Moscow, and Kazan, not, as 1 heard yesterday, at Wilna 
and Warsaw. 

Italian Ambassador read me to-day Montenegrin manifesto denouncing 
aggressive action of Austria against Servia, and declaring that Montenegro identified 
herself with Servian cause. His Excellency believes that Austria will not invade 
Montenegro unless attacked first. 

French Ambassador hears from Berlin that German Ambassador at Vienna is 
instructed to speak seriously to Austro-Hungarian Government against acting in a 


manner calculated to provoke European war. 


(Confidential. ) | . a a 
Unfortunately German Ambassador is himself so identified with extreme anti- 


Servian and anti-Russian feeling prevalent in Vienna that he is not likely to plead 
cause of peace with entire sincerity. I am privately informed that - German 
Ambassador knew text of. Austrian note to Servia before it was sent off and telegraphed 
it to the German Emperor, but I am not able to verify this, though I know from 
German Ambassador himself that he:endorses every line of it. 


ee 


[2217 gg—10] 


219 


6S ret E O 


dy 


93u 
d LUDIMAGOD 


I1440 AYO 
SIWNAd Ino 


Ca 


1S 


‘3 
AWVIIOLONA AIR a0y 
HAVADOL ON 


NOQNO1 
d Jil 40 Ko 


Jit 


2178N 


“HLIM ATiy 


30 OL ton - 


J1440 QU0D3yu 94 TANG 


"7 
Cd) 


on PO UALOfay 


3 


{JO QUNOIIN D1TANG 


na ap Ser: erent geen 


§ 


301 


(Minutes.) 


fan pnUne Rana aisessmumtmeetiem me 


eer. 


[obey | ie 


6ST2 HEC) aa 
een : 


NOONOT £3914310 ON0934y 
JETAAd BNL 40 NOISSIWAId LNO 


“HLIA ATWOIEHAVEDOLONG QINNG0NdIY 
38 OL LON - HdAVEVOLOHd LNDLYAGOD 


) 


| > 


= 


No. 3 —ARCHIVEs. 


(LA) 


EASTERN EUROPE. (July 29.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. | SECTION 6, 


[34877] a | No. 1. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen. 


Foreign Office, July 29, 1914. 

IN addition to what passed with the German Ambassador this morning, as 
recorded in my telegram No. 226 to your Excellency, I gave the Ambassador a 
paraphrase of Sir Rennell Rodd’s telegram No. 127 and of my reply to it. I said I had 
begun to doubt whether even a complete acceptance of the Austrian demands by Servia 
would now satisfy Austria. But there appeared, from what the Marquis di San 
Giuliano had said, to be a method by which, if the Powers were allowed to have any 
say in the matter, they might bring about complete satisfaction for Austria, if only the 
latter would give them an opportunity. 1 could, however, make no proposal, for the 
reasons I have given in my telegram to you, and could only give what the Italian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs had said to the German Ambassador for information, as 
long as it was understood that Austria would accept no discussion with the Powers 
over her dispute with Servia. As to mediation between Austria and Russia, I 
said that mediation could not take the form simply of urging Russia to stand 
on one side while Austria had a free hand to go to any length she pleased. That 
would not be mediation, it would simply be putting pressure upon Russia in the 
interests of Austria. The QGerman Ambassador said the view of the German 
Government was that Austria could not by force be humiliated, and could not 
abdicate her position as a Great Power. 1 said I entirely agreed, but it was not a 
question of humiliating Austria, it was a question of how far Austria meant to push the 
humiliation of others. ‘There must, of course, be some humiliation of Servia, but 
Austria might press things so far as to involve the humiliation of Russia. 

The German Ambassador said that Austria would not take Servian territory, as to 
which I observed that, by taking territory while leaving nominal Servian independence, 
Austria might turn Servia practically into a vassal State, and this would affect the 
whole position and prestige of Russia in the Balkans. 

I observed that when there was danger of European conflict it was impossible to 
say who would not be drawn into it. Even the Netherlands apparently were taking 
precautions. | | 

The German Ambassador said emphatically that some means must be found of 
preserving the peace of Europe. : 

Tam, &e. 
KE. GREY. 
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(No. 251.) Foreign Office, 
Sir, July 29, 1914. 

IN addition to what passed with the German Ambassador this morning, as 
recorded in my telegram No. 226 to your Excellency, I gave the Ambassador a 
paraphrase of Sir Rennell Rodd’s telegram No. 127 and of my reply to it. I said I had 
begun to doubt whether even a complete acceptance of the Austrian demands by Servia 
would now satisfy Austria. But there appeared, from what the Marquis di San 
Giuliano had said, to be a method by which, if the Powers were allowed to have any 
say in the matter, they might bring about complete satisfaction for Austria, if only the 
latter would give them an opportunity. 1 could, however, make no proposal, for the 
reasons I have given in my telegram 10 you, and could only give what the Italian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs had said to the German Ambassador for information, as 
long as it was understood that Austria would accept no discussion with the Powers 
over her dispute with Servia. As to mediation between Austria and Russia, I 
said that mediation could not take the form simply of urging Russia to stand 
on one side while Austria had a free hand to go to any length she pleased. That 
would not be mediation, it would simply be putting pressure upon Russia in the 
interests of Austria. The German Ambassador said the view of the German 
Government was that Austria could not by force be humiliated, and could not 
abdicate her position as a Great Power. I said I entirely agreed, but it was not a 
question of humiliating Austria, it was a question of how far Austria meant to push the 
humiliation of others. ‘There must, of course, be some humiliation of Servia, but 
Austria might press things so far as to involve the humiliation of Russia. 

The German Ambassador said that Austria would not take Servian territory, as to 
which I observed that, by taking territory while leaving nominal Servian independence, 
Austria might turn Servia practically into a vassal State, and this would affect the 
whole position and prestige of Russia in the Balkans. 

_ Lobserved that when there was danger of European conflict it was impossible to 
say who would not be drawn into it. Even the Netherlands apparently were taking 
precautions. 

The German Ambassador said emphatically that some means must be found of 
preserving the peace of Europe. 
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Bs Excertency 
| The Right Honourable | 
Sir E. Goschen, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., 
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that mediation mould not take the form Simply 

of urging Russia to Stand on one side while 
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Bhe pleased. That would not be mediation, it 
would simply be putting pressure upon Russia 
in the interests of Austria. The German 
Ambassador said the view of the German Govern- 
ment was that Austria could not by force be 
humiliated and could not abdicate her 
position as a great Power. I said [ entirely 
agreed but it was net a question of 
humiliating Austria it was a question of how 
far Austria meant to push the humiliation of 
ethers. There must, of course, be some 
humiliatien ef Servia, but Austria might press 
things se far as to involve the humiliation of 
Russia. 
The German Ambassador said that Austria 
would not take Servian territory, as to which 
I observed that, ‘taking territory while leav- 
ing nominal Servian independence, Austria 
might turn Servia practically into a vassal. 
state and this would affect the whole position 
and prestige of Russia in the Balkans. 

‘ I observed that when there was danger 
of European conflict it was impossible to 
Say who would not be drawn into it. Even 
the Netherlands apparently were taking 
precautions. 

The German Ambassador said emphatically 
that some means must be found of preserv ing 
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CONFIDENTIAL. : Section 12, 


[34878 ] | No. 1. 
Sir F, Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 30.) 


(No. 95. Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic.) | Paris, July 80, 1914. 

_ I HAD audience of President of the Republic this evening in order to give him 
your message of congratulation on success of his visit to St. Petersburgh, for which he 
wishes me to thank you. 

He told me that in middle of last night French Government received 
information that German Government had informed Russian Government that 
unless Russia stopped her mobilisation Germany would mobilise. In middle of 
day a further report from St. Petersburgh stated that German communication 
had been modified and had become a request to be informed on what conditions 
Russia would consent to demobilisation, answer to which is that she will do so pro- 
vided that Austria will give assurance that she will respect sovereignty of Servia, and 
will submit certain of the demands of Austrian note not accepted by Servia to an 
international discussion. | 

President of Republic thinks that Austro-Hungarian Government will not accept 
these Russian conditions. He is convinced that preservation of peace between Powers 
is in hands of England, for if His Majesty’s Government announce that, in the event of 
conflict between Germany and France, resulting from present differences between 
Austria and ‘Servia, England would come to aid of France, there would be no war, for 
Germany would at once modify her attitude. 

I explained to him how difficult it would be for His Majesty’s Government to 
maké such an announcement. He, however, said that he must maintain that it would 
be in the interests of peace. France is pacific, she does not desire war, and she has 
not gone farther at present than to make preparations for mobilisation so as not to be 
taken unawares, and French Government will keep His Majesty’s Government informed 
of everything that may be done in that way. french Government have reliable 
information that round Thionville and Metz German troops are concentrated ready 
for war. , 

President of Republic said that if there were a general war on the continent 
Iingland would inevitably be involved in course of it, for protection of her vital 
interests, and a declaration by her now of her intention to support France, who desires | 
to remain at peace, would almost certainly prevent Gerrmany from embarking on a 


war. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. Srcrron 17, 


[84878] _ | No. 1. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 
(No. 290.) 


(Telegraphic. ) Forergn Office, July 81, 1914. 

YOUR telegram No. 95 of 30th July: European crisis. 

I believe it to be quite untrue that our attitude has been decisive factor in situa- 
tion. Germany does not expect our neutrality. 

Nobody here feels that in this dispute, so far as it has gone yet, British treaties or 
obligations are involved. Feeling is quite different from what it was in Morocco 
question, which was a dispute directly involving France. In this case France is being 
drawn into a dispute which is not hers. a 

I have told French Ambassador that we cannot undertake a definite pledge to 
Intervene in a war. 

He has urged that His Majesty’s Government should reconsider this decision, and 
I have said they will certainly consider the situation again directly there is a new 
development, but that we should not be justified in giving any pledge at this moment. 
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/ CONFIDENTIAL. 


31_JUL 194 | 


Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewwed July 30, 9:20 p.m.) 


| Vienna, July 30, 1914. — 
(No. 126.) _ (July 30, 7°50 p.m.) 
FOLLOWING for Director of Military Operations from military attaché :— 


‘11th corps, Lemberg, received orders to mobilise yesterday. It is not yet known 
whether Landwehr of this corps is affected, or whether Ist and 10th corps are to 
mobilise. 37th regiment left Vienna day before yesterday. In all, 4th, 19th, 99th, 
and 37th have left corps. 

‘“dth horse artillery brigade in Komorn has been mobilised, which may indicate 
that 16th cavalry brigade or whole 2nd cavalry division are mobilised for service in 
Galicia. | 

“ 10th cavalry division, Budapest, is mobilised, but it is not known whether it has — 
proceeded north or south, probably former. | 

“ According to all accounts mobilisation has proceeded with perfect smoothness 
and without any untoward incident of any kind. Czechs and Southern Slavs have 
made no protest whatever. Concentration has proceeded simultaneously with 
mobilisation, and at least 100,000 men are now in N eusatz- Weschetz zone. 

“ War is undoubtedly very popular everywhere. 

“ Bridge at Semlin was not seriously damaged and can be easily repaired.” 
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CONFIDENTIAL. | Scorrox 13. 


[34882] © No. 1. 
_ Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 80.) 
(No. 127.) 


(Telegraphic.) Vienna, July 80, 1914, 

RUSSIAN Ambassador, on leaving Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon 
came to French Embassy, where I happened to be, and gave French Ambassador and 
myself account of his interview. It was quite friendly. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
said that of course as Russia had mobilised Austria must do so also, but this was 
not to be considered as a threat, but merely as adoption of military precautions 
similar to those taken across the frontier. Also there was no objection to conversa- 
tions between Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs and Austrian Ambassador at 
St. Petersburgh being continued, though Minister for Foreign Affairs did not say that — 
they could be resumed on basis of Servian reply. 

On the whole, Russian Ambassador is not dissatisfied. He had begun to pack up 
his things on the strength of rumour that Austria would declare war in reply to 
mobilisation. Russian Ambassador now hopes that something may yet be done to 
prevent war with Austria, but he hears from Berlin that German Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs was much annoyed by mobilisation and threatened a German mobilisa- 
tion both on Russian and French frontiers, though Russian mobilisation was only 
against Austria. Russian mobilisation is still kept dark in Vienna. 
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[34883] | Nol 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 80.) 


(No. 24) 
Telegraphic. ) Bucharest, July 27, 1914. 
SERVIAN Chargé d’Affaires enquired of Minister for Foreign Affairs on 17th 


July [sc] as to Roumania’s attitude in Austro-Servian conflict, but received only vague 
replies. Since then Minister for Foreign Affairs, in answer to enquiries from my 
French colleague, has defined Roumania’s attitude as follows: 


Roumania regards herself as solid with Greece for maintenance of Treaty of 
Bucharest, so that if Bulgaria were to take advantage of present situation to attempt 
to upset treaty, Greece and Roumania would oppose her. 

. As regards Austro-Servian conflict, so long as it is restricted to obtaining satis- 

faction of Austria’s claims for assassination and guarantees for future of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Roumanian Government regarded these questions as unconnected with 
execution of treaty and will not intervene. But if Austria were to try to modify 
status quo established by treaty, solidarity of Roumania and Greece would be at once 


demonstrated. 
(Sent to Athens, Belgrade, and Sophia.) 
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31 JUL 1914) 


Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received J uly 31, 8 A.M.) 


Vienna, July 30, 1914. 
(No. 128.) . | _ (July 31, 12°25 a.m.) 
FOLLOWING for Director of Military Operations from military attaché :— 


“ All cavalry are now mobilised, but not all yet concentrated. General 
mobilisation is impending. Please inform me where to go in the event of withdrawal 
of this Embassy. It occurs to me that, knowing Galicia and Bukovina and Austrian 
army, [? ; hee of service if attached as attaché to the Russian Kieff armv. if not, 
propose, failing instructions, to proceed toa Paris and report to military attaché 
Sanaa: p military attaché for 
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DECYPHER of telegram from Sir M. de Bunsen, 


Vienna, 381 JULY 1914. 


URGENT. 


Private. 


My telegram No.: 128. 
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Paris. 


Military Attaché France. 29th July, 1914. 


19, 


(, 2999/152/402) 


Sir, 

Having spent the last few days in looking round both 
in and outside Paris, I have the honour to lay vefore Your 
Excellency the following notes. 

1. All precautions prior to a mobilisation have been 


carried out ed it now only remains for the button to be 


291450 ONODIU DITANG 


pressed for the necessary reservists to be Called up; in 


connection with this I would mention that the report in some 


“. 


papers to the effect that “reservists are Joining their units" 
is not correct; what has taken Place is as follows: certain 
men who heve to undergo their reserve (repetition) training 


have asked to be allowed to do so at the present time instead 


(7%: O yet 
HT, 
~i9UaLafay 


of later on and I believe some have been permitted to do so. 


/ 


2. <All officers and men on leave have or are rejoining 


their units as quickly as possible. 


3. Troops undergoing exercises at camps have been 


ordered to rejoin their garrisons. 


4. General Officers are hard at work and cannot get 


SSIWH3d LAO 


away; I was asked to meet two at lunch yesterday outside 


Paris but ‘both of them wired to say it was impossible to 
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5. All railway stations and lines are strongly 
@uarded, the stations in Paris ‘being occupied by troops, the 
lines and the bridges between towns md Villages patrolled 

by gendarmerie and Forest Rangers, and- in special cases 
(such as where there are socialist colonies, e.g. St .Denys) . 
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these guards are exceptionally strong. This guarding of the 
railway lines commenced last Sunday and judging from what 

I have personally seen on the lines over which I have made 
short trips during the last few days, I should say that every 
precaution has been taken thoroughly to safeguard them from 
any attempts on the part of spies, socialists or other 
desperados. 

6. The Eiffel Tower, containing the great wireless 
central receiving station, is also guarded both by police | 
and soldiers and a wooden structure, similarly guarded, has 
been erected round the pond whe re the wires go to earth, 
Visitors are, however, permitted to ascend the tower as 
usual, though I presume they are watched should they carry 
any parcels! 

car I have had a great many conversations with both 


officers ad social people during the last few days and am 


much impressed with the quiet way in which affairs are viewed; 


a& very serious tone ig prevalent everywhere as must be the 
case, in addition to which it mst be remembered that should 
mobilisation take Place most of the men in every household 
whether they be the sons of the householder or whether they 
be his butler, footman chauffeur, labourer and so forth will 
have to go off on service; similarly all banks and trading 
houses, mercantile concerms and so forth will be depleted . 
of their clerks and employés; numerous private automobiles 
and horses will also be commandeered. | 

8. The following point may be of interest which I 
heard last night from one of the big French bankers here: 
he has had communications by letter and telephone. with a 
corresponding firm in Berlin and whilst at dinner he was | 
called to the telephone; on his coming back to his place 
at the dinner table he said that his German friend had 


telephoned fron Berlin to say that the Emperor's best 
endeavours 
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endeavours were being directed to keeping the peace and 
that the Emperor had said that he did not consider the 


situation justified the alarm that was at present being 


shown. 
9. 

some of the German Reserve Of 

to join their units and that though it is believed these 


are principally for the units on the Russian frontier, some 


I have this day elicited the information that 


ficers have been called up 


Rave also been called up for the French frontier. 


10, The parliamentary enquiry into the question of the 


deficiency in war material, initiated by the recent 
declarations of Monsieur Humbert in the Senate. nae been 
adjourned which is a wise and probably necessary move 
under the present circumstances. 
I have &c., 
(Signed) H.Yarde Buller. 


Colonel, | 
Military Attaché. 
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Sir, 
with reference to Foreign Office letter 


Hoe L 2312/152/402 datea 23ra May, 1925, on the subject 
of the publication of the archives of the Foreien offieae 
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regarding the Furopean situation inmediate lyzip a 

the outbreak of the Great Var, I am commanded by the 

Army Council to tranamt+ herewith a copy of Colonel 

Yard e-Buller'g despatch No.l9 of July 29th, 1914. 
With regard to Colonel Yarde-Buller's despatch 
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H0.20 of July dist, 1914, I am to say that careful 
search has been made but that no trace of this document 


can be fount, 
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Foreign Office, 
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Sir, 
As I have already had the honour to report, pre- 


parations are proceeding in the Netherlands for an 
eventual mobilisation of the Army and Navy should it 
be found necessary. | 

‘The Official gazette of this morning publishes 
two Royal Decrees dated the 27th instant, which read 
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as fohlows: - 

1) "The transfer to the Landweer and discharge from 

"the service of men incorporeted in the Militia who, 

"according to Article 99 of the Militia Law,should be 

"so transferred or discharged,is hereby suspended." 

2) "The discharge from the service of conscripts who, 

"are in the Landweer and who,according to the lst, 2nd 

"or Srd paragraph of Article 37 of the Landweer Law, 

"would have to be so discharged,is hereby suspended", 
I hear that troops are stationed at all the prin- 
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cipal bridges on the railway lines to the German fron. 
tier and that the bridge at Deventer crossing the 
river Yssel and on the main line to Berlin is in the 
hands of engineers provided with explosives. The forts 
at the Helder, the Hook of Holland and Ymuiden are 
being fully manned and there are even 50 soldiers dey 
and night in the small fishing harbour of Schevenjgen, 
the seaside resort of The Hague, and several armed men 
on the pier there and at other places along the coast. 
I hear also that the Admiralty have recalledithe 
war vessels "Noord eapeeue and "Kortenaer" , the latter 
of 
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of which was in Mexican waters, though I can get no 
official confirmation of this news. The "Zeeland" 
returned yesterday from ite cruise in the Baltic with 
Prince Henry of the Netherlands on board. 

The press here is divided on the subject of 
these military precautions,some of the newspapers 
ridiculing, as alimist and unnecessary and others 
praising the caution and foresight of the Government. 
It looks,however, as if the Government were determined 
to do all in their power to preserve the neutrality 
of the Netherlands,ehould it be threatened. 

I have the honour to be with the highest respect, 

Sir, 
Your most obedient, 


humble Servant, 


en Mere 
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THE WAR. [July 31.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 6, 


[34916] — Nol. 
Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewed July 31.) 
(No. 154.) 
Vienna, July 28, 1914. 


Sir, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 116 of to-day, I have the honour to transmit 
to you herewith the text of the Austro-Hungarian note announcing the declaration of 


war against Servia. 
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MAURICE DE BUNSEN. 


Enclosure in No. 1. 


Note verbale. 
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POUR mettre fin aux menées subversives partant de Belgrade et dirigées contre 
Vintégrité territoriale de la Monarchie austro-hongroise, le Gouvernement Impérial et 
Royal a fait parvenir 4 la date du 23 juillet, 1914, au Gouvernement Royal de Serbie 
une note dans laquelle se trouvait formulée une série de demandes pour |’acceptation 
desquelles un délai de quarante-huit heures a été accordé au Gouvernement Royal. Le 
Gouvernement Royal de Serbie n’ayant pas répondu & cette note d’une maniére 
satisfaisante, le Gouvernement Impérial et Royal se trouve dans la nécessité de pourvoir 
lui-méme 2 la sauvegarde de ses droits et intéréts et de recourir & cet effet & la force 
des armes. 

L’Autriche-Hongrie, qui vient d’adresser & la Serbie une déclaration formelle 
conformément 3 |’artiele 1° de la Convention du 18 octobre, 1907, relative 4 ouverture 
des hostilités, se considére dés lors en état de guerre avec la Serbie. 

En portant ce qui précdde & la connaissance de |’Ambassade Royale de Grande- 
Bretagne, le Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres a l’honneur de déclarer que |’ Autriche- 
Hongrie se conformera au cours des hostilités, sous la réserve d’un procédé analogue de 
la part de la Serbie, aux stipulations des Conventions de La Haye du 18 octobre, 1907, 
ainsi qu’a celles de la Déclaration de Londres du 26 février, 1909. 

L’Ambassade est priée de vouloir bien communiquer, d’urgence, la présente 


notification & son Gouvernement. 
Vienne, le 28 juallet, 1914. 
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I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the text 
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heures e 6té eccordé au Gouvernement Royal. Le 
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l'ouverture des hostilités, se considére dés lors en 
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EASTERN EUROPE. [July 28.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. SEcTION 9, 


No. 1. 


[34926] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 
(No. 508.) | 
Foreign Office, July 28, 1914. 


Sir, 

M. CAMBON expressed great. satisfaction to-day at the statement that I had 
made in the House of Commons yesterday, and at the notice that had appeared con- 
cerning our fleet. He said that, if once it were assumed that we would certainly 
stand aside from a European war, the chance of preserving peace would be very much 
imperilled. 7 | 

I said that I had yesterday called the Austrian Ambassador's attention to the 
notice about our fleet. I had explained that we should not have thought of calling up 
reserves or taking any step of a menacing character ; but that, our naval force having 


been collected for manceuvres, we could not, when there was a possibility of European 
conflagration, choose this moment for dispersing it. I had mentioned this to the 
Austrian Ambassador as an illustration of the anxiety under which the whole of 


Lurope was placed by the Austrian action. 
I informed M. Cambon generally of what I had urged upon the German Govern- 


ment respecting the Servian reply; how desirable I thought it that a favourable con- 
struction should be put upon the lengths to which Servia had gone in meeting the 
Austrian demand ; and I told him of the disappointment I had expressed to the 


Austrian Ambassador that the Servian reply was treated as so unsatisfactory. 
| I am, &c. ° 


KE. GREY. 
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M. Cambon expressed great satisfaction 
to-day at the statement that I had made in the 
House of Commons yesterday and at the notice 
that had appeared concerning our Fleet. He 
said that, if once it were assumed that we would 
certainly stand aside from a European war, the 
chance of preserving peace would be very much 
imperilled. | 

I said that I had yesterday called the 

Austrian Ambassador's attention to the notice 
about our Fleet. I had explained that we should 
not have thought of calling up reserves or 
taking any step of a menacing character; but 
that, our naval force having been collected for 
manoeuvres, we could not, when there was a 


possibility of European conflagration, choose 


this moment for dispersing it. I had mentioned 


this to the Austrian Ambassador as an illustra- 
tion of the anxiety under which the whole of 


Europe Was Placed by the Austrian action. 


I informed M. Cambon generally of what 


I had urged upon the German Government respect ng 


the Servian reply; how desirable I thought it 


that a favourable construction should be put 


| upon the lengths to which Servia had gone in 


meeting the Austrian demand; and I told him of | 
| the disappointment I had expressed to the q 

Austrian Ambassador that the Servian reply was | 
treated as so unsatisfactory. oe 4 
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Europe was placed by the Austrian action. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. | SEcTion 18, 


[84933] No. 1. 


: Sir R. Rodd to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 31.) 
| (No. 133.) | 
- (Telegraphic. ) Oo | Rome, July 30, 1914. 
MINISTER for Foreign Affairs sent for me this evening to say he had heard 
Austrian Government had declined further direct discussions 


291440 GNOIIN D1IANYG 


Ambassador at Berlin to ask German Government to 

xchange of views between the four Powers in any form 

not be unacceptable to Austria. He thought that Gerinany might invite 

Austria to formulate precisely what terms she would demand from Servia, with a 

guarantee that she would not annex territory nor deprive her of independence. 

Anything less than Austrian note would be useless to ask for. Germany would 

advocate nothing implying non-success for Austria. We might, on the other hand, 

ascertain what Russia would accept, and with knowledge of these two standpoints 

discussions should be initiated at once. As long as Austria had received no check 

there was still time. He was in any case disposed to continue exchange of views with 
us if four Powers discussion was impossible. 


a sssnnsensenastunerncsesnensstennsessssesee 


~992uUaLafay 


[2217 hh—18] 


7 


491440 OY09RY 
“HLIA AVIVIIHdVYDOLONG QI9Cd0N dy 


JUETAd INL AO NOISS tW4Id 10 


NOQNO1 
30 OL LON - HdAVIVOLOHd LHDINAYGOD 


File No, 530342 


(Subject. ) 


130 ONODIU DITANG 


201: 


Last Paper. 


B79 33 


“ 


(Manutes.) 


r ~) 
xz 
> 
3 
a 
a 
Ce 
& 
8 


(How disposed of.) 


) Mla. cage — 


NOQNOT ‘391410 AN0934 
JIIGAd INL 40 NOISSIWAId LNO 


“HLIA AVIV INaVEDOLONG OI9000N CY 
30 OL JON - HdAVSIOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


(86,481) Wt.97,787—-69. 5000. jins. A&ELW, 
(96,080). ., 881-81. 5000. 4/14 


[This Document is the Property. of His Britannic Majesty's Government. ] 
ARCHIVES, 


THE WAR | - [July 31.] 


CONFIDENTIAL Section 27, — 


[34939 | No. 1. 


Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 81.) 
(No. 106.) | 
(‘Telegraphic.) | | — Berlin, July 30, 1914. 

YOUR telegram No. 226 of 29th July. 

I am unaware whether the Imperial Government has answered communication 
made to them by you through German Ambassador asking what method they would 
suggest by which the four Powers could use their mediating influence between Austria 
and Russia. Last night I was told that they had not had time to answer yet. ‘To-day 
¥rench Ambassador asked Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether Imperial 
Government had proposed any course of action. Secretary of State answered they 
had considered it would save time if-they dealt with Vienna direct, and that they had - 
asked Austro-Hungarian Government what would satisfy them. They had, however, 
as yet received no answer. 

Chancellor told me: last night that be was “ pressing the button” as hard as he 
could, and that he was not sure whether length to which he had gone in giving 
moderating advice at Vienna had not precipitated matters rather than otherwise. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. | SEcTion 19, 


[34945] pena 


: Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 81.) 
(No. 188.) 
(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, July 30, 1914. 

ITALIAN Ambassador called to-day and said that as our two Governments were 
both working together to avert war, he wished to keep in close contact with me. He 
spoke of the suggestion reported in Sir R. Rodd’s telegram No. 125 of 27th J uly that 
the four Powers should induce Servia to accept Austrian ultimatum in its integrity, 
and asked me if I thought that such a solution would be acceptable to Russia. I told 
him what Minister for Foreign Affairs had said on the subject (see my telegram No. 182 
of 29th July), adding that his Exceilency had not indicated how ultimatum could be 
toned down so as to render it acceptable both to Servia and Austria. 

On his asking if I had any suggestion to make, I said I thought point 6 might be 
made more palatable to Servia if Austria were to state that she would be satisfied if 
Austrian consul in Servia were admitted to take part in enquiry, while Austria might — 
be reassured were Powers engaged to instruct their representatives at Belgrade to see 
that engagements taken by Servia were duly carried out. Ambassador told me he had 
seen German Ambassador this morning, but said nothing about formula given to latter 
by Minister for Foreign Affairs, so that I gathered he does not think it would be 

_ accepted by Austria. | | 

I communicated to Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day substance of your telegram 

No. 226 of 29th July to Berlin. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. SrecTion 3, 


[34959 | No. 1. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


(No. 412.) 
(Telegraphic. ) Foreign Office, July 30, 1914. 
GERMAN Ambassador informs me that German Government would endeavour to 
influence Austria, after taking Belgrade and Servian territory in region of frontier, to 
promise not to advance further, while Powers endeavoured to arrange that Servia 
should give satisfaction sufficient to pacify Austria. 
course be evacuated when Austria was satisfied. I. suggested this yesterday as a 
possible relief to the situation, and if it can be obtained I would earnestly hope that it 
might be agreed to suspend further military preparations on all sides. 


Russian Ambassador has told me of condition laid down by Sazonof, as quoted in 


your telegram No. 185 of 30th July, and fears it cannot be modified ; ‘but if Austrian 


advance were stopped after occupation of Belgrade I think Russian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs’ formula might be changed to read that the Powers would examine 
how Servia could fully satisfy Austria without impairing Servian sovereign rights or 
independence. | | 

If Austria, having occupied Belgrade and neighbouring Servian territory, declares 
herself ready, in the interest of European peace, to cease her advance and to discuss 
how a complete settlement can be arrived at, I hope that Russia would also consent to 
discussion and suspension of further military preparations, provided that other Powers 
did the same. 

It is a slender chance of preserving peace, but the only one I can suggest if 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs can come to no agreement at Berlin. You should 
inform Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

(Repeated to Paris, No. 274.) 
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| CONFIDENTIAL. 


[34959] No, 1. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 


(No. 275.) | 
Foreign Office, July 30, 1914. 


(Telegraphic. ) 
MY telegram No. 412 of 30th July to St. Petersburgh. a 
18 


You should inform Minister for Foreign Affairs, and say that I know from 
telegram to M. Cambon to-day that he has been urging Russia not to precipitate 
crisis, and I hope he may be able to support this last suggestion at St. Petersburgh. _ 
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No.6. | 
My tel. no. 15, | 
Burgomaster of Hague has » by order of Minister of War pon 
posted notices all over town calling upon members of coasge- 
~guard ‘Landweer' to assemble fully armed at 10 o'clock kant 
tonight at various places on the coast known to them. 

Town is full of armed men hurrying to their 
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sir R. Rodd. 


No.: V2 


Sir, 
The Italian Ambassador made to me 
to-day a communication fron the Marquis di San 
Giuliano, suggesting that the German objections 


to the mediation of the four Powers -- a 


mediation that was strongly favoured by Italy --] 


might be removed by some change in the form of 
procedure. 

I said that I had already anticipated 
this, by asking the German Government to suggest 
any form of procedure under which the idea of 
mediation between Austria and Russia, already 
accepted by the German Government in principle, 


could be applied. 
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The German Ambassador said that he had already telegraphed to Berlin what I 
had said to him this morning. | 


I am, &c. 
 E. GREY. 
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[384998] 
(No. 252.) Foreign O fice, 
Sir, | July 29, 1914. 


I TOLD the German Ambassador this afternoon of the information that I had 
received, that Russia had informed Germany respecting her mobilisation. I also told 
him of the communication made by Count Benckendorff, that the Austrian declaration 
of war manifestly rendered vain any direct conversations between Russia and Austria. 
I said that the hope built upon those direct conversations hy the German Government 
yesterday had disappeared to-day. To-day the German Chancellor was working in the 
interest of mediation in Vienna and St. Petersburgh. If he succeeded, well and good. 
If not, it was more important than ever that Germany should take up what I had 
suggested to the German Ambassador this morning, and propose some method by 
which the four Powers should be able to work together to keep the peace of Europe. 
I pointed out, however, that the Russian Government, while desirous of mediation, 
regarded it as a condition that the military operations against Servia should be 
suspended, as otherwise a mediation would only drag on matters and give Austria 
time to crush Servia. It was of course too late for all military operations against 
Servia to be suspended. Ina very short time, I supposed, the Austrian forces would 
be in Belgrade, and in occupation of some Servian territory. But even then it might 
be possible to bring some mediation into existence ; if Austria, while saying that she 
must hold the occupied territory until she had complete satisfaction from Servia, stated 
that she would not advance further, pending an effort of the Powers to mediate between 
her and Russia. 

The German Ambassador said that he had already telegraphed to Berlin what I 
had said to him this morning. 
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Sir, 

I told the German Ambassador this after- 
noon of the information that I had received, 
that Russia had informed Germany respecting her 
mobilisation. I also told hin of the communi- 
cation made by Count Benckendorff, that the 
Austrian declaration of war hanifestly rendered 
vain any direct conversations between Russia and 
Austria. I said that the hope built upon those 
diréct conversations by the German Governnent 
yesterday had disappeared to-day. To-day, the 
German Chancellor was working in the interest of 
mediation in Vienna and St.Petersburgh. If he 
Succeeded, well and good. If not, it was more 
important than ever that Germany should take up 
what I had suggested to the Gérman Anbassador 
this morning. and Propose some method by which 
the four Powers should be able to work together 
to keep the peace of Europe. I pointed out, 
however, that the Russian Covernnent, while 
desirous of mediation, regarded it a8 a condition 
that the military operations against Servia 


Should be Suspended, ag otherwise &@ mediation 


would only drag on matters and give Austria time 


to crush Servia. [+ was, Of course, too late 
for all military operations against Servia to be 


Suspended. In a very short time, I Supposed, 


the Austrian forces would be in Belgrade, and in 


Occupation . 
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occupation of some Servian territory. But, 
even then, it might be possible to bring some 
mediation into existence F if Austria, while 
saying that she must hold the occupied territo- 
Py until she had complete satisfaction from 
Servia, stated that she would not advance 


further, pending an effort of the Powers to 
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mediate between her and Russia. 
The German Ambassador said that he 


had already telegraphed to Berlin what I had 


said to him this morning. 
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[84999] No. 1. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir M. de Bunsen. 
(No. 128.) Foreign O fice, July 29, 1914, 


Sir, 

THE Austrian Arfbassador brought me to-day a long memorandu 
proposed to leave, and which he said gave an account of the c 
Austria, and an explanation of how 


pean peace was at stake. 
at the war with Servia must proceed. Austria could not 
e necessity of mobilising again and again, as she had been 
She had no idea of territorial aggrandisement, and al]] 
at her interests were safeguarded. 
quite possible, without nominally interfering with the 
Ng away any of her territory, to turn her into a sort of 


Count Mensdorff deprecated this. 

In reply to some further remarks of mine, as to the effect that the Austrian action 
might have upon the Russian position in the Balkans, he said that, before the Balkan 
war, Servia had always been regarded as being in the Austrian sphere of influence. 


Iam, &e. 
—_ 


E. GREY. 
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[34999] 
(No. 128.) 
Sir, 


Foreign O fice, 
July 29, 1914. 


THE Austrian Ambassador brought me to-day a long memorandum, which he 
proposed to leave, and which he said gave an account of the conduct of Servia towards 
Austria, and an explanation of how necessary the Austrian action was. 

I said that I did not wish to discuss the merits of the question between Austria 
and Servia. The news to-day seemed to me very bad for the peace of Europe. The 

' Powers were not allowed to help in getting satisfaction for Austria, which they might 
get if they were given an opportunity, and European peace was at stake. 

Count Mensdorff said that the war with Servia must proceed. Austria could not 
continue to be exposed to the necessity of mobilising again and again, as she had been 
obliged to do in recent years. She had no idea of territorial aggrandisement, and all 
she wished was to make sure that her interests were safeguarded. 

I said that it would be quite possible, without nominally interfering with the 
independence of Servia or taking away any of her territory, to turn her into a sort of 


vassal State. 

Count Mensdorff deprecated this. 

In reply to some further remarks of mine, as 
might have upon the Russian position in the Balk 
war, Servia had always been regarded as being in 
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Sir, | 
Draft. 

The Austrian Ambassador brought me to- 
day a long Memorandum, which he proposed to les 
Sir M. de Bunsen. . 
and which he said Gave an account of the conduct 
No.: IL¢ of Servia towards Austria and an explanation of 

how necessary the Austrian action was. 

I said that I did not wish to discuss 
the merits of the question between Austria and 
Servia. The news to-day seemed to me very bad 


for the peace of Kurope. The Powers were not 
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I said that it would be quite Possible, 
without nominally interfering with the inde- | 
pendence of Servia or taking away any of her 
territory, to turn her into a sort Of vassal 


State. 
Count Mensdorrr deprecated this. 


In reply to some further remarks of 


|mine, as to the effect that the Austrian action 


might 


might have Z upon the Russian position in the 
Balkans, he said that, before the Balkan war, 
servia had always been regarded as being in 


the Austrian sphere of influence. 
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[35000] No. 1. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie, 
(No. 509.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 29, 1914. 
€ situation Seemed to be, I told 
~day that he must not be misled by 
y sense of false security that we should 
Peace, which we were now making in 
But 1 went on io say to M. Cambon that I thought it 
necessary 0 that public opinion here appr Tesent difficulty 
fr point of view from th difficulty as to 
M go. In th "aS one in which 

y interested, 
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Sir, 

After telling M. Cambon to-day how 
Stave the situation Seened to be, I told him 
that I meant to tell the Gernan Anbassador to-day 
that he must not be misled by the friendly tone 
of our conversations into any sense of false 
Security that we should stand aside if all the 
efforts to preserve the peace, which we were now 
haking in ecomnon with Germany, failed. But I 
went on to say to M.Cambon that I thought it 
necessary to tel] hin also that Public opinion 


a, 
here aPPproached the present difficulty from quite 


different Point & view fron that taken during 


the difficulty ag to Morocco a few vears ago, 

In the case of Morocco, the dispute was one in 
which France Was primarily interested, and in 
which it appeared that Germany was fastening a 
sie ase a ah Panes 
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In the present case, the dispute between Austria 
and Servia was not one in which we felt called 
to take a hand. Even if the question became 
one between Austria and Russia, we Should not 
feel nareed 46 take a hand in j - It would then 
be @ question of the supremacy of Teuton or Slav: 
& Struggle for Supremacy in the Balkans; and 
our idea had always been to avoid being drawn 
into a war over & Balkan question. If Germany 
became involved and France became involved, we 
had hot made up our Minds what we Should do : 
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it was a case that we should have to consider. 
France would then have been drawn into a 
quarrel which was not hers, but in which, 
yw owing to her Alliance, her honour and 
interest obliged her to engage. We were free 
from engagements, and we should have to decide 
what British interests required us to do. | 


I thought it necessary to Say that, because, 
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as he knew, we were taking all precautions with 
regard to our Fleet, and I was about to warn 
Prince Lichnowsky not to count on our Standing 
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this meant that we had decided what to do in a 
contingency that I still hoped might not arise. 
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to be that, in a Balkan quarrel, and ina 
Struggle for supremacy between Teuton and Slav, 
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Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen. 
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(No. 253.) 
Sir, : Foreign Office, July 29, 1914. 

AFTER speaking to the the German Ambassador this afternoon about the 
European situation, I said that I wished to say to him, in a quite private and friendly 
way, something that was on my mind. The situation was very grave. While it was 
restricted to the issues at present actually involved we had no thought of interfering 
init. But if Germany became involved in it, and then F rance, the issue might be so 
great that it would involve all European interests ; and I did not wish him to be misled 
by the friendly tone of our conversation—which I hoped would continue—into thinking 
that we should stand aside. 

He said that he quite understood this, but he asked whether I meant that we 
should, under certain circumstances, intervene ? 

I replied that I did not wish to say that, or to use anything that was like a threat 
or an attempt to apply pressure by saying that, if things became worse, we should 
intervene. There would be no question of our intervening if Germany was not 
involved, or even if France was not involved. But we knew very well that, if the 
issue did become such that we thought British interests required us to intervene, we 
must intervene at once, and the decision would have to be very rapid, just as the 
decisions of other Powers had to be. I hoped that the friendly tone of our conver- 
sations would continue as at present, and that I should be able to keep as closely in 
touch with the German Government in working for peace. But if we failed in our 
efforts to keep the peace, and if the issue spread so that it involved practically every 
European interest, 1 did not wish to be open to any reproach from him that the friendly 
tone of all our conversations had misled him or his Government into supposing that we 
should not take action, and to the reproach that, if they had not been so misled, the 
course of things might have been different. 

The German Ambassador took no exception to what I had said ; indeed, he told 
me that it accorded with what he had already given in Berlin as his view of the 
situation. 
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Sir, July 29, 1914. 


AFTER speaking to the the German Ambassador this afternoon about the 
Furopean situation, I said that I wished to say to him, in a quite private and friendly 
way, something that was on my mind. The situation was very grave. While it was 
restricted to the issues at present actually involved we had no thought of interfering 
init. But if Germany became involved in it, and then France, the issue mi ght be so 
great that it would involve all Ivuropean interests ; and I did not wish him to be misled 
by the friendly tone of our conversation—which I hoped would continue—into thinking 
that we should stand aside. 

He said that he quite understood this, but he asked whether I meant that we 
should, under certain circumstances, intervene ? 

I replied that I did not wish to say that, or to use anything that was like a threat 
oran attempt to apply pressure by saying that, if things became worse, we should 
intervene. ‘There would be no question of our intervening if Germany was not 
involved, or even if France was not involved. But we knew very well that, if the 
issue did become such that we thought British interests required us to intervene, we 
must Intervene at once, and the decision would have to be very rapid, just as the 
decisions of other Powers had to be. I hoped that the friendly tone of our conver- 
sations would continue as at present, and that I should be able to keep as closely in 
touch with the German Government in working for peace. But if we failed in’ our 
efforts to keep the peace, and if the issue spread so that it involved practically every 
Kuropean interest, I did not wish to be open to any reproach from him that the friendly 
tone of all our conversations had misled him or his Government into supposing that we 
should not take action, and to the reproach that, if they had not been so misled, the 
course of things might have been different. 

The German Ambassador took no exception to what I had said; indeed, he told 
me that it accorded with what he had already given in Berlin as his view of the 
situation. 
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Sir, 

After speaking to the German Ambassador 
this afternoon about the Kuropean situation, I 
Said that I wished to say to him, in a quite 
private and friendly way, some thing that was on 
my mind. The situation was veryv grave. While 
it was restricted to the issues at present 
actually involved, we had no thought of inter- 
fering in it. But, if Cernany became involved 
in it, and then France, the issue might be so 
great that it would involve all European 
interests; and I did not wish him to be misled 
by the friendly tone of our conversation, -- 
which I hored would contime, -- into thinking 
that we should stand aside. 

He said that he quite understood this, 
but he asked whether I meant that we should, 
under certain circumstances, intervene ? 

I replied that I did not wish to say 
that, or to use any thing that was like a threat 
or an attempt to apply pressure by saying that, 
if things became worse, we should intervene. 
There would be no question of our intervening if 
Germany was not involved, or even if France Was 
not involved. But we knew very well that, if 
the issue did become such that we thought British 
interests required us to intervene, we must 


intervene at onee, and the decision would have 


to be very rapid, Just as the decisions of other 


Powers 
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Powers had to be. I hoped that the friendly 
tone of our conversations would continue as at 
present, and that i Should be able to keep as 
closely in touch with the German Government in 
working for peace. But, if we failed in our 
efforts to keep the peace, and if the issue 


spread so that it involved practically every 
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European interest, I did not wish to be open to 
any reproach from him that the friendly tone of 
all our conversations had misled him or his 
Government into supposing that we should not 


take action, and the reproach that, if they had 
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not been so nisled, the course of things might 


have been different. 


The German Ambassador took no 


rn me O 


exception to what I had said : indeed, he told 
me that it accorded with what he had already 


given in Berlin as his view of the situation. 
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With reference to my despatch No. 115 of yester- 
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day I have the honour +o report that His Majesty’s 
Vice-Consul at Rotterdam hag forwarded me a letter 


which he received yesterday from the R-itish Vice- 
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Consul at Flushing stating that he had been told by 


the Inspector of Pilotege there that he had received 
deteiled instructions to rerove all buoys and beacons 
the moment he received the order to do so from. the 
Minister of Marine. 


I have the honuur to be with the hirhest respect, 
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The Hague, 
July 30,1914, 


Sir, 
I have the honour to report that the "Handelshleq" 
of Amsterdam states that the Arsterdam Stock Exchange 
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was closed yesterday until further notice. 
This decision has been taken at a meeting of the 


Board cf the association Of etock dealers Owning thet 
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Exchange end ig intended to Prevent a panic, As the 
principal European Stock Exchanges are cloged there 
lé @ danger of large arounte of foreign securities 
being thrown on the Amsterdam market,and of the ereat 
drop in the quotations of foreign Government securi- 
ties causing a similar fell in Netherland securities, 
| I have the honour to be WLloh the higheet reepect. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 90, 


(35023 | | No. 1. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 413.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Jul 

GERMAN Ambassador informs me that in consequence of Clean steaestiins 
conversation has taken place between Austrian Minister for Forej on Affairs and 
Russian Ambassador at Vienna, and that Austrian Ambassador at St. Petersburgh can 
converse with Russian Minister for F oreign Affairs, with instructions to give explana- 
tions about the Austrian note to Servia, to discuss Suggestions and any questions that 
affect directly Austro-Russian relations. He added that if Russian Government object 
to eight army corps being mobilised in Austria it might be pointed out that this is not 
too much against 400,000 Servians. 

I was asked to urge St. Petersburgh to show good-will in discussions and to 
suspend military preparations. 

I feel great satisfaction that discussions are resumed between Russia and Austria 
and you should express this to Minister for F oreign Affairs and say I earnestly hope he 
will encourage them. : 

__ As to military preparations, I said to German Ambassador I did not see how Russia 
could be urged to suspend them unless Austria would put some limit to her advance 


into Servia. 
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Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 
(No. 278.) | 
(Telegraphic. ) Foreign Office, July 31, 1914. 
AUSTRIA and Servia. 
My telegram No. 413 of to-day to St. Petersburgh. 
You should inform Minister for F oreign Affairs. 
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No. 14, | ; 303 
7 companies of infantry from Nicolaieff end 5 from Odessa left 


for frontier » @so 2 batteries of artillery from Odessa, 60th 
Regiment leave here tomorrow, 
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pecypher. Mr. Chilton. The Hague. July 30th. 1914: 
(d. 11.59.a.m. 7.12.55.p.m.) | 
| Noel? Re 
| Royal Decree publisned to-day temporary (3 Cre- ) 
| nonin, Decree of October 30th, , 1909( See Sir G. Buchanan's des « 

pateh No.200 of November 30th, 1909)and prohibiting foreim 
nen-Ofewar or vessels converted into men-of-war from entering 
| Netherlands territorial waters, exceptions made for (1) fishery 
| cmuisers (2) men-of-war in distress or damaged or forcedx by 

| stress of weather or those destined exclusively for religious, 
| scientific, or humanitarian purposes. 

| _ Exceptions to restrictive prohibitions mentioned 
in(1) and (2) only applicable with regard to those Powers 

) which observe the same line of conduct towards Netherlands 

| men-of~war. 
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Sur E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received J uly 31.) 
(No. 107.) | 
(Telegraphic.) 
CHANCELLOR 
Vienna have be 
He has done ev 
more than was 
country defenc 
learns i 
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take some ve 
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His Excel he news of the active preparations on the Russo-German 
frontier had reached him just when the Czar had appealed to the Emperor, in the 
name of their old friendship, to mediate at Vienna, and when the Emperor was actually 
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“pecypher Sir E. Goschen, Berlin July 51st,1914, 


(d. Sist. 11,55 a.m. r. 1.45 Dem, ) 


| No. 107. (K). 


Austria and Servia, 

| Chancellor informs me that he has just receiv. 
ed news to the effect that Russia has burnt her cordon of 
houses along German frontier , sealed her public offices in 


neighbourhood of frontier , and carried off her money chests 
into the interior. He has been unable to get absolute con. 
firmation of this intelligence,as Russo-German frontier wag 
| now entirely Closed, but if,as he thinks,it is true,it can 
only méan that Russia looks upon war ag certalin,and that 

| she ls taking military measures on the German frontier, 

| This news reaches him,he Sald, just as the Tzar has appealed 
to the Btperor-in the name of their old friendship to:mediag 


at. Wienna,and when the Emperor is doing so, Chancellor. added 


| hei he himself had done everything possible and even more 
| perhaps than Austro-Hungarian Government liked,at Vienna’ to 
| preach moderation and beace,but his efforts had been serious 
| ly handicapped by the mobilization of Russia against, Austria, 
| ‘fnow the news he had received proved true ,6nd military 
| leasures were also being taken against Germany ,he could not 
| Temain quiet,as he could not leave his country defenceless 


While oth er Powers were gaining tim 
50@ the Enperor; 
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a ‘Myoner Sir E. Goschen. Berlin, July 3lst,1914, 
f(a. 31st. 11.35 mam, or. 1.40 p.m.) 
Wo. 108, 


Ajstria and Servia. 

Your tel: No. 231, | | 

Iiread Chancellor this morning a paraphrase 
containing exact words of your answer to his appeal for 
British neutrality in the event of war. 


full of grave matters 
thet he could not be certain of remembering all I had said, 


and he would like to reflect upon it before giving an answer, 
‘Il therefore hand&a@ to him my paraphrase on condition that it 
should not be regarded as an official document but merely as 
Arecord of conversation. (?To this) H.E. agreed. | 
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‘Myoner Sir E. Goschen. ‘Berlin, July dlst,1914, pO 
(4. sist. 11.35 wi acm, or, 1.40 p.m. ) 35052 
No. 108, | 
3! JUL 1914 
Ajstria and Servia, 
Your tel: No. 231, | | 
I’read Chancellor this morning & paraphrase 
containing exact words of. your answer to his appeal for 
British neutrality in the event of war. H.E. was 80 taken 
up With the news reported in my immed, preceding tel: that he 
made no remarks whatever upon your Communication. He asked me 
wether I would let him have m paraphrase J had just read to 
| him as an aide-mémoire as his ming was so full of grave matters 
Mat he could not be certain of renembering all I had said, 
| and he would like to reflect upon it before giving an answer, 
I therefore handsa to him my paraphrase on condition that it 
should not be regarded as an official document but merely ag 
a record of conversation. (?To this) HE, agreed, 
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ete. 9 


etc. 9 


BERwE. 912 


|July 29th. 1924. 
3} JUL 1914 


I have the honour to énclose an article from 
the "Journal de Geneve" of to=day's date regarding 
‘he political situation in Europe. It takes the point 
of view that the German Emperor &lone can put an end 
to the present threatening Position of affairs. 

The Swiss Press has On the whole discussed the 
merits of the Austro-Servian dispute with g00d 
Sense and moderation. It is generally considered here 
that the Servian reply to the Austrian Ultimatum was 
Sufficiently conciliatory to have Opened the door to 
further negotiations. At the same time Swiss 
Journalists imperfectly inderateua the questions 
at issue between the two countries na aes always 
been too ready to assume that Small nations in their 
quarrels with Great Powers are invariably in the 


right. The attitude of the Swiss Press during the 


Boer 


P‘ir Baward Grey. Bart. K.G., M.P., 
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Boer War will be fresh in your memory. 

It is needless to Say that the PEED OCE ofa 

general conflagration with Switzerland Standing out 
hOrwfpl 

aS & rock surrounded by strete seas, is Causing great 

uneasiness here. There is I think no question that 

this country will strictly Maintain her neutrality 

but any infringement of her frontier will be met with 

armed force. 

The Federal Government have long been considering 
the question of food Supply in time of war as 
Switzerland depends to a great extent on foreign 
countries for corn and many of the necessaries of 
life. Coal also comes exclusively from abroad. Large 
numbers of people here and in the other large towns 
are already laying in stores with a view to possible | 
eméerrencies. 

I am informed that the National Bank holds about 
£8,000,000 in metal currency of which nearly five 


million sterling in Z0Old. One of the principal 


Bankers here told me that gold was not to be had and . 


that he had been obliged to send both to Paris and 


London 
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London for it. 

Except for some excitement at the newspaper 
Offices all is calm here and it is generally hoped 
that the hostilities will be localized. 

I have the honour to be 
With the highest respect 
Sir, 
your most obedient 


humble Servant, 
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BULLETIN 
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Le maitre de Vheure 


I! faut lire et relire la réponse serbe. | 


L’Autriche obtient tout : la poursui- 


te de tous ceux quelle dénonce comme, 


complices ; la dissolution des ligues pa- 


triotiques; une loi pour museler la! 
presse ; la surveillance de Décole publi-. 
que serbe ; lacte de contrition du roj.| 


Elle obtient plus que jamais peuple in- 
dépendant n’a cédé Sous la menace. 
Elle obtient des satisfactions d’amour 
propre et la garantie qu’elle-méme, 
sur territoire serbe, sera admise 4 mé- 
ter cette propagande de solidarité entre 
les Serbes sujets des Habsbourg, et les 
Serbes du petit royaume, qu’elle dé- 
nonce a4 !l’Europe comme un péril pour 
son avenir. 

C'est la Russie qui a dicté a Belgra- 
de cette réponse 4 Yultimatum, met- 
tant elle-méme a larriére-plan, pour 
Sauvegarder la paix, s'il est possible, 
toute susceptibilité de fierté slave, 

L’Autriche va-t-elle entrer en campa- 
ghe sur cette réponse ? Aussi longtemps 


que les canons sont muets, on peut es-| 


pérer encore qu’elle reculera devant 
l’irréparable, 
& Pourquoi ferait-elle la guerre ? 
F Attend-elle la gloire de l’agression 
dirigée par un empire de cinquante-deux 
millions d’habitants, disposant d’une 
des plus formidables armées du monde, 
celle du prince Eugéne et de l’archiduc 
Charles, sur un Petit peuple tout neuf 
de trois millions de paysans, déja épui- 
sé par deux guerres Successives ? 
Veut-elle conquérir de nouveaux ter- 
ritoires ? Elle le nie et désavoue toute 
ambition de cet ordre. 
Ce n’est 


craser. 

Par cet acte elle peut déchainer une 
guerre effroyable, telle que l’Europe 
n’en a vu aucune ;le discours de sir 
Ed. Grey aux C 


d’heure en heure. | 
ais une chose est hors de doute: 
En dictant a la Serbie la réponse 
u’on a Iue, le gouvernement russe a 
té jusqu’a l’extréme limite de ce que 
le desir d’éviter la guerre permet a une 


i 


9" 19H. 


345 


2h ora | 
L’Autrichd plait | YL ehondre en | 


acceptant la note Serbe, qui consti- 


tuait pour elle un gtand succés sj elle! 


a les intentions qu’elle exprime. 

Elle ne peut pousser 4 fond son en- 
treprise et affronter la Russie que si 
elle compte sur Je concours de ]’Alle- 
magne. 

Un geste de lempereur Guillaume IT 
arréterait ses alliés. 

Ce geste, toute Europe l’appelle avec 
angoisse, 

Notre pays n’est pasmélé a la grande 
politique internationale. I] connait les de- 
voirs que lui impose sa neutralité et il 
les remplira, Nous saurons nous-mémes, 

len que sans attache officielle et seuls 
Tesponsables de ce que nous écrivons, 
Sarder au cours de la crise qui s’ouvre. 


| 


une extréme réserve, pour ne causer au-| 
cun embarras a la Suisse et ne fournir'| 
a personne aucun prétexte contre elle. 
Mais il ne peut nous étre interdit, a 
cette heure tragique, de désirer ardem- | 
ment que le cataclysme soit épargné 
aux peuples qui nous entourent et d’es- 


pérer.en Guillaume IT, 


| Pouvoir de le conjurer. 


I] ne peut craindre a 


fensive de la T 
qui anime les 


pé 

main. 
L’Allemagn 

en pleine croi 


pas au grand 


tre, la gratitu-| 


qui s’ajouterait 

oublerait !’éclat. 

@ aucun sacrifice 

Te et désarmerait 

peut-étre des animosités nationales qui 

obligent toute l’Europe au perpétuel 
qui-vive. 

L’Allemagne s’est souvent étonnée 
de ne pas inspirer autant de confiance 

d’affection que de respect et de 
crainte. 

L’heure a sonné pour elle d’acquérir 
la confiance et l’affection, sans perdre 
le respect et la crainte. 

La guerre qui menace n’éclatera que 
Si elle l’a voulue. 7 

Nous gardons le ferme espoir que 
l’empereur ne la veut pas. L’avenir de 
l’Europe et de la civilisation est entre 
Ses mains, | | 
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No. 1. 


Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 31.) 


(No. 96.) 
(lelegraphic.) R, 
I HAVE seen 
has no recent inf 
Vienna between t 


regard to 
30th July 
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Paris, July 81, 1914, 
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Cabinet Council. He | 


in a friendly tone at 
tment. 


s will give me this afternoon reply of the French 
er they can support your proposal at St. Petersburgh. 
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theypher. Mr Bosanquet. Riga. July 30th,1914. 5 50/0 
— rd .40.p.m.) U3, JUL 1914 

oe Lan ‘informed that the Russian Asiatic Stemship 
uittavaYordered to Revalfor tovernment use and others of the 
/ game company are Likely to follow.. 
No ships could leave Riga vesterday but possibly | some 
today. Railway bridges Have small guards,. Entrance to Libau 
probably mined, 

Secret police reported to have information of 

| rossible Russian Beneral strike. to-morrow. 
| Repeated to St. Petersburg, 
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Semi-official News Agency stated that 
Federal Council will to-day issue orderx: prohibiting 
export from Germany of grain, flour and fodder and animals 
and animal producte, 
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Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.—{ Received July 31.) 
(No. 111.) : 7 
(Telegraphic.) R. | | Berlin, July 31, 1914. 
MY telegram No. 110 of 31st July: European crisis. 
Extra sheets are already being disseminated stating on official authority that 


Emperor has proclaimed a condition of imminent danger, and that His Majesty is 


taking up his residence in Berlin. 
This proclamation is understood to be natural precursor to mobilisation. 
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the six army divisions have all been on brought 1 up to full | ‘BaaE 


J peace strength . Military preparations are being actively pur- 


| sued. It is now officially estimated that a completen mobilis-. 


I ation would give 250000 men. I believe however that available 
Istrenghh would not be more than about 100000 men in the field 
fd 80000@ men in garrison and that even with this force there 
| wuld be a deficiency of artillery and other equipment. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. Szorion 13. 


[35076 | | No. 1. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 81.) 


(Telegraphic.) R. St. Petersburgh, July 51, 1914. 

IT has been decided to issue orders for general mobilisation. 

This decision was taken in consequence of report received from Russian 
Ambassador in Vienna to the effect that Austria is determined not to yield to inter- 
oe of Powers, and that she is moving troops against Russia as well as against 

ervia. 

Russia has also reason to believe that Germany is making active military 
preparations, and she cannot afford to let her get a start. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION 93, 


[35078] No. 1. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen. 
(No. 241.) | 
(Telegraphic.)_ R. | Foreign Office, July 31, 1914, 

KUROPEAN crisis. 

My telegram No. 413 of 31st July to St. Petersburgh, which has been repeated to 
you to-day. 

I hope that the conversations which are now proceeding between Austria and 
Russia may lead to a satisfactory result. The stumbling-block hitherto has been 
Austrian mistrust of Servian assurances, and Russian mistrust of Austrian intentions 
with regard to the independence and, integrity of Servia. It has occurred to me that, 
in the event of this mistrust preventing a solution being found by Vienna and 
St. Petersburgh, Germany might sound Vienna, and I would undertake to sound 
St. Petersburgh, whether it would be possible for the four disinterested Powers to 
offer to Austria that they would undertake to see that she obtained full satisfaction of 
her demands on Servia, provided that they did not impair Servian sovereignty and 
the integrity of Servian territory. As your Excellency is aware, Austria has already 
declared her willingness to respect them. Russia might be informed by the four 
Powers that they would undertake to prevent Austrian demands going the length of 
impairing Servian sovereignty and integrity. All Powers would of course suspend 
{further military operations or preparations. 
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THE WAR. | [July 31.] 


CONFIDENTYTAL. Section JO, 


[35079 ] No. 1. 


: Sir I. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 31.) 
(No. 110.) 
( felegraphic.) Berlin, July 31, 1914. 

SECRETARY of State for Foreign Affairs informs me he has just received a 
telegram from German Ambassador at St. Petersburgh stating that Russia is mobilisjn g 
whole army and fleet. He said, as this general mobilisation could not but be directed 
against Germany, Imperial Government would at once proclaim “ Kriegsgefahr,” 
which he explained to me meant strained relations involving certain defensive 
measures. He added that mobilisation would follow almost immediately. 

I asked him whether he could not still advise Austro-Hungarian Government, in 
general interest, to do something to reassure Russia, and to show herself disposed to 
continue discussion on friendly basis. He replied that only last night he had telegraphed 
to Vienna begging Austro-Hungarian Government to send a reply to your last proposal, 
and that Austrian Minister for F oreign Affairs had replied that he would communicate 
with Emperor this morning and take his wishes, This, his Excellency added, had 
given him a ray of hope, as he had thought that it meant that your proposal was at all 
events receiving consideration, but this news from St. Petersburgh seemed to him 
almost to alienate all hope of a peacetul solution. At any rate Germany must prepare 
for all emergencies. 
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(35083) No. 1. 
_ Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 31.) 


(No. 97. Confidential.) | 
(Telegraphic.) Paris, July 81, 1914. 
“TIMES” correspondent was sent for by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, and 
given a list of the German military preparations on French frontier, which are 
declared to be greatly in excess of French precautions, which Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs admit to have been taken, but later than by Germany. French press is only 
being told of this in general terms. 
“Times” correspondent thinks that Ministry for Foreion Affairs wished him to 
prepare public opinion in England for mobilisation, which may be ordered at any 
moment, and to induce it to consider such a measure has been forced upon France. 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 7 Section 96. 


[35089] No. 1. 
Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 31.) 


(No. 99.) 
(Telegraphic.) | Paris, July 81, 1914, 

MINISTER for Foreign Affairs sent for me at 7 o'clock this evening. German 
Ambassador was leaving his Excellency when I arrived. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs wishes me to tell you that German Ambassador 
announces to him that, owing to Russian Government having given orders for total 
mobilisation of Russian army and fleet, German Government have addressed an 
ultimatum to them requiring demobilisation of Russian forces, and, failing an under- 
taking by Russian Government within twelve hours to comply with German demand, 
German Government will consider it necessary to order the total mobilisation of 
German army on Russian and French frontiers. | 

German Ambassador could not say from what time the twelve hours terminates. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs asks what will be attitude of England in these 
circumstances? German Ambassador will call at Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
to-morrow (Saturday) at 1 P.M. for an answer from French Government as to what 
will be their attitude in the circumstances, and intimated he would probably require 


his passports. 
Russian Ambassador says he is not aware of any general mobilisation of Russian 


forces. 
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CONFIDENTIAL, : Srcrion 14, | 


[35090] | No. 1. 
Sir F, Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 31.) 


(No. 100.) | . 
(Telegraphic. ) : Paris, July 31, 1914. 
“TIMES” correspondent has just been told by Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs that several French engines on the frontier have been appropriated by 
Germans. Portion of line on German side torn up and mitrailleuses placed on them, 


and that general French mobilisation has not been ordered, only mobilisation of 
frontier corps. 
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Sor F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 31, 11 P.M.) 


Paris, July 31, 1914. 


(No. 101.) (July 31, 9°20 P.M.) 
FOLLOWING from military attaché for War Office :— 


“Position of French troops as follows :— 


“Those absolutely on frontier took up their covering positions on the 30th July 
with orders not to approach within 8 kilom. of frontier. Remainder in garrison 
quarters at Rheims, Dijon, Bourges. War Office just received news that railways 
in Alsace-Lorraine reserved for military purposes. German troop trains moving 
towards frontier ; some railway and telegraph lines cut. War Office think Germany 


mobilises this afternoon.”’ 
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Sir F, Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 1.) 
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[35094] No. 2. 


Sur F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey-—(Received August 1.) 


(No. 104.) 
(Telegraphic.) RB. Paris, July 31, 1914. 


MY telegram No. 103 of to-night. | 
Political Director has brought me the reply of the Minister for F oreign Affairs to 


your enquiry respecting the neutrality of Belgium. It is as follows :— 


French Government are resolved to respect the neutrality of Belgium, and it would 
only be in the event of some other Power violating that neutrality that France might 
find herself under the necessity, in order to assure defence of her own security, to act 
otherwise. This assurance has been given several times. President of the Republic 
spoke of it to the King of the Belgians, and the French Minister at Brussels has 
spontaneously renewed the assurance to the Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day. 
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[35096] - No. 1. 


Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received August 1.) 


(No. 118.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 
OUR telegram No. 241. 

I spent an hour with Secretary 
earnestly to accept your proposal a 
catastrophe of a European war. 

He expressed himself very sympathetically 
your continued efforts to maintain peace, but s 
Government to consider 
to their communication mmunication, 
form of an ultimatum, b Ssia could info 
within twelve hours that she would 
Germany and Austri 

1 asked his 


S 


Ru 


His Excellency said that if the answer from Russia was satisfactory he thought 
personally that your proposal merited favourable consideration, and in any case he 
would lay it before the Emperor and Chancellor, but he repeated that it was no use 


discussing it until the Russian Government had sent in their answer to the German 
demand. 
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Sir EH. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received August 1.) - 
(No. 114.) | “| ara 
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YOUR telegram No. 28 

Secretary of State for 
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Sur M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 1, 4 a.m.) 


Vienna, July 31, 1914. 


(No. 132.) | — (July 31, 9 Pm.) 
FOLLOWING from military attaché for Director of Military Operations :— 


SIIAJO GUO DITAHG 


“General mobilization was ordered to-day for army, Landwehr, Honved, and 
Landsturm. Latter includes all men up to 37 years in Austria and up to 42 years in 


Tyrol and Hungary.” 
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Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 1, 1°25 a.m.) 


St. Petersburgh, July 31, 1914. 
(No. 192.) R. (July 31, 8°37 p.m.) 
NO vessels allowed to leave St. Petersburgh till further notice. 
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Mr. Chilton to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ieceived July 31, 9°3 P.M.) 


The Hague, July 31, 1914. 
(July 31, 6°53 P.M.) 


(No. 18.) En elair. | 
is issued this afternoon in extra edition of ‘“ Official 


FOLLOWING Royal decree 
Gazette ” :— 


1. Prohibiting export of all gold and bullion from the Netherlands. 


2. Stating the total sum of current bank notes, &c., in gold and bullion. 

3. Declaration of danger of war, and bringing into force article 186 of Constitution 
respecting expenses of troops quartered on private individuals. 

4. Authorising War Minister to requisition railways and rolling stock of all Dutch 
railway companies as far as necessary in interests of defence of country. (This has 
been done ; railways, &c., in charge of Chief of General Staff). 

9. Authorising War Minister to call out all levies of army, navy, and Landweer, 
Men must be at their posts to-morrow. 


Railway authorities inform me it will probably be impossible for private 


passengers to travel on Dutch railways. 
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Ser F. Villiers to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 1, 12°35 a.m.) 


Brussels, July 31, 1914, 
(No. 6.) En claar. | (July 31, 11°4 P.M.) — 
ORDERS issued this evening for general mobilisation of the Belgian army. 
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Mr. Max Miiller to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received .J uly 31, 10°45 p.m.) 


| Budapest, July 31, 1914, 
(No. 8.) | (July 31, 5°30 p.m.) 
OFFICIAL press agency has been informed that general mobilisation has been 
ordered [? but no] announcement js to be made in the newspapers until to-morrow, 
Preparations for further mobilisation are very evident here 
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Consul-General Sir C. Herslet to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 1, 12°50 A.M.) 


Antwerp, July 31, 1914. 
(July 31, 8°41 p.m.) 
PUBLIC notice just posted in Antwerp station stating that all railway 
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Mr. Crackanthorpe to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewved August 1, 8°45 A.M.) 


Nish, July 30, 1914. 

(No. 68.) R. | (July 30, 8:20 p.m.) 
SKUPTCHINA has been opened by the Crown Prince in speech in which, after 
review of present grave situation, stress was laid on the declared intention of the 
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Emperor of Russia not to disinterest himself in the fate of Servia. F riendly attitude 


of France and England was emphasised. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. | SECTION 12. 


[35109 No. 1. 
Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Gi ey.—( Received July 31.) 


(No. 129.) 
(Telegraphic.) ae 

YOUR telegram No. 271 to Paris. 

I have informed Count F orgach, Under-Secretary of State, who said that Austria- 
Hungary did not yet know what they would do about their contingent to Seutari. 
He asked that complications would be avoided: with Montenegro, whose participation 
in war Austrian Minister at Cettinjé was endeavouring to prevent. If Montenegro kept 
quiet Austria would not attack her. As regards general situation, he deplored Russian 
mobilisation, to which Austria has been compelled to respond, but he said that Austrian 
Ambassador in London was being instructed to tell you that on neither side was 
mobilisation to be regarded as necessarily hostile act. Conversations were proceeding 
between Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs and Austrian Ambassador at St. Peters- 
burgh, and telegrams were being exchanged between German Emperor and I’mperor 
of Russia. He earnestly hoped that these efforts might still stave off general war. 
I spoke of fear that Germany would mobilise. He thought that Germany must do 
something to secure her own position. Austria-Hungary found it difficult to recognise 
Russian claim to intervene in quarrel with Servia. I reminded him that Russia had 
stood behind Servia during discussion of Albanian frontier at London Conference of 
Ambassadors, and that accepted frontier line was a compromise between views of 
Austria-Hungary and Russia. I could not get from him any suggestion for a similar 
compromise now, but he spoke in a conciliatory tone, and evidently did not regard 
situation as desperate. I have informed Russian Ambassador of above conversation, 
and his Excellency will himself see Count Forgach this afternoon. Russian 
Ambassador is exerting himself Strongly in interests of peace, explaining that Russia 
has no desire to interfere unduly in Servia, that new Russian Minister to Servia is a 
man of very moderate views as compared with his late predecessor, and that Russia 
counselled Servia to yield to demands of Austria as far as she possibly could without 
sacrificing her independence. 


ees 


Vienna, July 81, 1914. 


[2217 Ah—12] 


NOQNOT ‘301440 QN0D3Y 
DING INL 40 NOISSIWUId 10 


“HLIA ATIVITHAVEDOLONG GIIPCGON dTY 


201410 ONODIU DtIT9NY 


~90UaLa fay 


30 OL LON - HdAVeVOLOHd LHD THA UOD 


File No. 50342 


(Subject. ) 


fo. 130. 


291450 OUODIY 2179NG 


Last Paper. 


S S164 


{Pront.) | (Minutes. ) 
a as 


- wr . 
Puen Owes ies 3 | 
QS 


(awit ~ Uy. 


auUALIfaY 


6cT2 Tit 
ha 


(How disposed of.) 


NOQNOT °391440 QUOD34 
SSIWY3d LNO 


(TEA BNL 40 NOt 
PIVIUMdVYSOLONG GIIPAON dy 


9 


“HLIA A” 
30 OL LON - HdAVADOLONd LHD IMAGO? 


(86,431)." Wt.27,737—69. 5000. 11/13, A.&E.W. 
(95,930). ' ,, 831—21. 5000. 4/14. Sy 


re reer ee 


LI auc igia | 


Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.— Received July 31, 10°45 P.M.) 


Vienna, July 31, 1914. 
‘No. 130.) (July 31, 4:16 p.m.) 
FOLLOWING for Director of Military Operations from military attaché :— 


“Order for general mobilisation has not been given yet, but is hourly expected. 
Although Ist, 10th, and 11th corps have not actually mobilised, they have been 
strengthened by junior reservists of corps. Order has been given to mobilise all 
fortresses in Galicia, and reservists of engineers and fortress artillery are already 
being called up. | | 

“This year’s recruits have been called this month in advance of usual date. 
Archduke Frederick, General Conrad, General Auffenberg are all in Vienna. It 
appears total forces concentrated against Servia are termed ‘ army of Balkans,’ and are 
placed under Potiorek, with Von Frank, Schammarodbohm, Ermoli under him, but this 
is not confirmed. 

“Two cavalry divisions accompany main army in Hungary, and are now credibly 
reported near Arad. 

‘Force opposite Belgrade includes 44th and 46th regiments of 4th corps. 

‘Some of troops from Vienna have proceeded via Trieste to Ragusa.” 
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CONFIDENTIAL. a Secrion 16. 


[85112] No. 1. 


Sir R, Rodd to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 31.) 

(No. 139.) | | 
(‘Telegraphic.) Rome, July 31, 1914. 

MY telegram No. 137 

In view of German demand to Russia for demobilisation in twelve hours, and of 
her demand for French declaration of intentions, Minister for Foreign Affairs antici- 
pates state of war will exist between these Powers to-morrow. He is now with 
President of the Council considering question of declaration of Italian neutrality. He 
would be grateful for your advice on point. He presumes, as Italy is taking no part in 
hostilities, while reserving her future liberty of action, she should issue such declara- 
tion of neutrality at once to make her position clear. Would England do so in similar 
situation ? 
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THE WAR. : [August 1.] 


CONFIDEN TIAL. - Section 5, 


[35112] | , No. 1. 


Sir Edward Grey io Sir R. Rodd. 
(No. 247.) 
(Telegraphic. ) Foreign Office, August 1, 1914. 
THE war. 
Your telegram No. 139 of 31st July. 
It has been our general practice to issue a proclamation of neutrality after the 
outbreak of a war in which we have decided to take no part. 
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THE WAR. | [August L.]. 


CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION Qe 
See ee es 


[85113] No. 1. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 423.) 
(Telegraphic. ) R Foreign Office, August 1, 1914. 
YOU should at once apply for an audience with His Majesty the Emperor, and 
convey to him the following personal message from the King :— 


“My Government has received the following statement from 
Government : 


“On 29th July the Russian Emperor re an Emperor by 
staph to mediate between Russia and At » The Emperor immediately 
declared his readiness to d vussian Emperor of this by 


Without waiting for the result 
By telegraph the German 
is attempt at mediation 
peror further asked the Rus 
ns against Austria. This, however, did 
inued its mediation in 
the furthest limit 
of Germany. The proposals made 
neeived entirely on the lines sug- 
gested by Gre itain, an ment recommended them in Vienna 
for their serious consider They were taken into considerati 
this morning. 
were concluded, 
of the entire Rus 


Austri still under 


also directed 


ere obliged to 
endanger the Safety of our country. 
Russian mobilisation on our frontier, 
she were prepared to suspend within 
ermany and Austria, we should be obliged to mobilise, uld mean war. 
We have asked France if she would remain neutral during ussian war.’ 


“ I cannot help thinking that some misunderstanding has produced th 


most anxious not to-miss any possibility of avoiding the terrible cal 
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is deadlock. 
amity which 


(Repeated to Paris, No. 291.) 
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THE WAR. [August 1.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. Sxcrion ], 


[35113] No. 1. 
| Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 
(No. 291.) | 


(Telegraphic.) R. | Foreign Office, August 1, 1914, 
YOU should apply to the President at once for an audience, and communicate to 
him the following message sent by the King to the Emperor of Russia. 


[For message see telegram No. 423 of the Ist August to Sir G. Buchanan. ] 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Consul Bosanquet to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewed August 1, 9 a.m.) 


Riga, July 31, 1914, 
| (July 31, 4 p.m.) 
MOBILISATION declared at Riga, first day to-morrow. Officers visiting Riga 
have left for their regiments. Cossacks arrived last night. Cannon have been sent 
in the direction of Windau. 
No more foreign correspondence accepted here. 
(Repeated to Embassy.) 


—_—— 
Consul Bosanquet to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewed August 1, 9 a.m.) 


Riga, July 31, 1914. 
(July 31, 11°30 p.m.) 
MY telegram of 31st July. | 
Last paragraph means letters for abroad. 
(Similar to Embassy.) 
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[35134] No. 1. 
Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetved August 1.) 
(No. 185.) ) 


(Telegraphic.) Vienna, July 31, 1914. 
THIS afternoon air has been thick with rumours of war, caused by total 
mobilisation of Austro-Hungarian army, and by statement published in “ Neue Freie 
Presse,” with consent of censor, that German Government have required answer from 
Russian Government within twenty-four hours as to meaning of Russian mobilisation. 
Neither French nor Russian Ikmbassy are aware of change in situation since yesterday. 
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Sir EB. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 1.) 


(Unnumbered.) 
(Telegraphic.) En clair. | 
FOLLOWING communiqué issued to-night :— 


(Translated from German.) 
“* After the work of mediation undertaken at the wish 
upset (“gestért”) by the Russian G 
Russian army and fleet, the German 
burgh to-day that German mobilisati 
preparations for war within twelve hou 
At the same time an enquiry has 
attitude in the case of a Russo- 


—————— 


Berlin, August 1, 1914. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. | SEotion ], 


[35145] No. 1. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 
(No. 512.) 
Foreign Offi 
had written 
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never more seriously 
directly that we wou 


yet done. Cl g Ud te 
that Franc preparations or a demand 


war between Germany and Russia. 
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lam, &c. 
KE. GREY. 
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Enclosure in No. 1. 


French Minister for Foreign Affairs to M. Cambon. 


Le 30 juillet, 1914, 


bic° JE vous prie de porter a la connaissance de Sir E. Gre 
suivants touchant les préparatifs militaires francais et allem 


JI1440 QNODIY 
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ou & quelques kilométres 
rg aux Vosges, et porté ses tro 
Positions de combat, nous ne l’avons pas fait bien que 
esprit d’offensive, prévoit que les positions de combat d 
Seront aussi rapprochés de la frontidre que le sont les 
livrons ainsi une bande du territoire national 

Nous n’avons pas pour le faire d’autre 
Gouvernement britanniques que la France 
premiéres., | 

Ci-joint le tableau des mesures prises & leurs dates des deux cédtés de la 
frontiére : | 

En France, comme en Allemagne, les permissionnaires ont été rappelés, les 
troupes sont dans leur garnison, les ouvrages dart gardés. 

En Allemagne, non seulement leg troupes 
jJusqu’s la frontiére, mais encore, elles ont été 
en chemin de fer de garni 

Rien n’analogue n’a été fait en France. 

L’armement des places de la frontiére (déboisements, mise en place de l’arme- 
ment, constructions de batteries, renforcement de réseaux de fils de fer), a été 
commencé en Allemagne, samedi, 25. II le sera en France, jeudi, 30. | 

Les gares ont été occupées militairement en Allemagne, samedi, en France, 


dimanche, 
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Enfin, voici d’autres mesures qui ont déja été prises en Allemagne et pas encore 


en France : . a 
Rappel de réservistes par convocations individuelles. 
Rappel de réservistes résidant 4 létranger (classes de 1903 4 1911). 
Convocation d’officiers de réserve. ) i 
Sur la frontiére cdté allemand, routes barrées ; automobiles ne circulant qu’avec 


un permis. 


Le Minist 


Cambon ,. 


Je vous pr 
“érsel oneme 


S francais 


que l'Allenage 
2lyves centaines de 
froniiere, sur toute 
eo porte bonus troupe 
combat, nou ne l'avo 


esprit c'offensive , 


nos troupes de couver 


~tiére que le sont le 
une bande du territoiy 
soudaine . | 
Nous n'avons 
montrer & l'opinion e 
France comme la Russie 
Ci-joint le +t 
des deux cotés de la f 
in France col 
ont été rappelés , les 
ouvrages d'art gardés. 
En Allemagne, 


& Metz ont été poussées 


t pas encore 


lant qu’avec 


RS oy ~_ hee “26 
Le Ministre des Affaires Stra; iweres 3M 


Je vous prie dé 


Sir 2 


° 
IQqaypoa Ag 
vhs N 4 wade’ C3 ; ,e Root sah al bed e 


al 
urey leg . 
urey les rep sei ements s pre paratifs 


hilitcires francais 
la France ast resolue, ee 

L'attenti o: 
la décision prise pae le Conseil des Meni 
bien que l'Allemagne ait pris ses 
quelques centaines de metres oy 4 quelques 
hace. sur toute la frontitre, du eaneerernte an HOSE OG, 
© porte penue troupes de couverture sur Loans positions de 
combat, nous ne l'avons pas tait ~fotre plan, coneu dans un 
prevoit que les positions de ecmhat de 


esprit c'offensive 


s troupes de couverture seront aussi rapprochsés de la fron 


-tiére que le sont les troupes alle; andes. Nous livrons ainsi 


une bande du territcire nationale sans défense x l'asression 


soudaine . 
d'autre raison, que de 


erimarEn SUA .emar 1 CORY Lee UE epee. ek: Seer Een 


Nous n'avons pas pour le faire 


montrer a l'opinicn et au Gouvernemert Brita: niques que la 


Mranee comme la Russie ne tireront pas les preritres. 
Ci-joint le tableau des mesures prises 3 leurs dates 

des deux cotés de la frontiére: 
En France comme en Allemagne, 


les troupes sont dans leur garnison , les 


les permissicmaires 


ont été rappelés 
ouvrages d'art gardés. | 
En Allemagne, non seulement les troupes en garnison 


a Metz ont été poussées jusqu'a la frontiére , mais encore , 
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eiles ont été renforcées par des éléments transportés en edunin 


de fer de garnisons d'intérieur » telles que Tréves ov Cologne .§ 
Kiei: n'analogue n'a été fait en Prance . 
L'armenent des places de la frontitre(déboisenents, 
mise en place de l'armenent, constructions de batterias, 
“cement des reseaux de fils de fer}, a 6té commencé en Allemagne 
saredi 25. Il le sera en Franee jeudi 30, 
Les gares ont €te occupécs militairene:nt en Allenagne 
samedi, en France Dimanche . 


Snfin voici @aitres mesures qui ont deja. 6t€ prises 
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on Allemagne et pas encore en France : 
Rappel de réservistes par convocations individuelles. 
Rappel de réservistes résidant > l'étranger(classes de 
19038 & Ig"I). 
Convocation d'Cfficiers de vréserve . 
sur la froniiére cot€é allemand , routes barrées: 


automobiles ne circulant qu'avec un permis. 
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Sir, 
M.Cambon reminded ne to-day of the 
letter I had written to him two years ago, in 
Sir F. Bertie. 
which we agreed that, if the peace of Europe was 


No.: SLE seriously threatened, we would discuss what we 
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were prepared to do. He said that the peace of 
Europe wasnever more seriously threatened than 

it was now. He did not wish to ask ne to say 
directly that we would intervene, but he would 
like me to say what we would do on certain hypo- 
theses, i.e.: if certain circumstances arose. 

The particular hypothesis he had in mind was an 


agsression by Germany on France. He gave me a 
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| paper, showing that the German Military prepara- 


tions were more advanced and more on the offensive 
upon the frontier than any thing France had yet 


done. He anticipated that the aggression would 
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take the form of either a denand that France 
should cease her preparations, or a demand that 


she should engage to remain neutral if there was 
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these things could France admit. 
I said that the Cabinet wag to meet 
to-morrow morning, and I would gee hin again 


to-morrow afternoon. 
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‘Sir F. Bertic. 
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MiCanbon re qed ne to-day of the 
lotter I hed written te pin tro years aco. in 
which we aprocd that. if the reaee of Europe wag 
SePLously torontened, ve would diseuse what we 
WePo vrarared ta An. Re said that the neace of 
KUPOTSe washever warn seriously threatened than 

now. Ne did not wish to ask me to say 
direetly thet ve “euld intervene. but hs vould 
Like se te Bay what we would do on certain hypo- 
Ge.) 4? certein circunistaness arose. 
Avmothesis he had in min? was an 
acoression by Cernany on Prange. de gave ne a 


PaCSP. showing that the Gernan military prepara-~ 


tions were a0PO atvaneed and oore on the offensive | 


Upon the frontier thay any thing France had vet 
done. Ke anticipate: that the ageression would 
take the form of cither a devand that France 


should cease her PPeparations, or a detiand that 
She sould ensove to ren in neutral if there was 


war Setween Gernany and Russia. Neither of 


these thinvs eould france admit. 

I sid that the Cabinet was to neet 
tomorrow uorning, and I would see hin again 
Lo-norrow aftcrnoon. | 
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THE WAR. [July 31.] 


CONFIDENTIAL. SECTION Q. 
EE 


[35146] ites 
7 | Ser Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 
(No. 513.) | 


Sir, — | foreign O fice, July 31, 1914. 

M. CAMBON referred to-day to a telegram that had heen shown to Sir Arthur 
Nicolson this morning from the French Ambassador in Berlin saying that it was the 
uncertainty with regard to whether we would intervene which was the encouraging 
element in Berlin, and that, if we would only declare definitely on the side of Russia 
and France, it would decide the German attitude in favour of peace. 

I said that it was quite wrong to suppose that we had left Germany under the 
impression that we would not intervene. I had refused overtures to promise that we 
should remain neutral. [| had not only definitely declined to say that we would remain 
neutral ; I had even gone so far this mornin Gerinan Ambassa 
if France and Germany became involv e drawn into it. 
course, was not the gs 
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M. Cambon then ask yesterday. 
I said that we had et to-day, that we could 
The commercial and financial situation was 


to put our policy 
Up to the present 
eaties or obligations 
er this situation and 
at intervention wag 
be, I would not say a 
Whether we proposed 
nt would wish to know 
might be that I should 
dertake an engagement 
um. 
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present, we could not take any engagement. The latest new 
ordered a complete mobilisation of her fleet and army. This, 
precipitate a crisis, and would make it appear that G 

by Russia. 
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y had from the beginning rejected proposals that 
nds interest that France should 


minished 1 
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we could not undertake any 
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Sir F. Bertie. 


M. Catmbon referred to-day to a telegram 
that had been shown to Sir Arthur Nicolson this 
morning fro’ the French Ambassador in Berlin, 
No.: IF Saying that it was the uncertainty with regard 


to whether we would intervene which was the 
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encouraging element in Berlin, and that, if we 
would only declare definitely on the side of 


Russia and Frence, it would decide the Cerman 


~92UaLafay 


attitude in favour of peace. 


I said that it was quite wrong to 
suppose that we had left Germany under the 
impression that we would not intervene. I had 
refused overtures to promise that we should 
reliain neutral. I had not only definitely 
declined to say that we.would remain neutral 
I had even gone so far as to gay to the German 
Ambassador that, if France and Germany became 
involved in war, we should be drawn into it. 


That, of course, was not the same thing as 
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taking an engagement to France, and I told 


M.Cambon of it only to show that we had not left 
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Geriany under the impression that we would stand 


aside. 
M. Cambon then asked me for my reply 


to what he had said yesterday. 

I said that we had come to the conclu- 
Sion, in the Cabinet to-day, that we could not 
give any pledge at the present time. The 


commercial 


a. 

419 
comercial and financial situation was 
exceedingly serious; there was danger of a 
complete collapse that would involve us and 
every one else in ruin; and it was possible 
that our standing aside might be the only means 
| Of Preventing a complete collapse of European 
credit, in which we should edd be involved. 
This might be a paramount consideration in 
deciding our attitude. 

I went on to say to M.Canbon that, 
though we should have to put our policy before 
Parliament, we could not Pledge Parliament in 
advance. Up to the present Moment, we did not 
feel, and public opinion did not feel, that any 
Treaties or Obligations of this country were 
involved. Further developments might alter 
this Situation Ihe preservation of the 
neutrality of Belgiun might be, I would not say 
a decisive, but an important factor in 
determining our attitude. Whether we proposed 
to Parliament to intervene or not to intervene 
in a war, Parliament would wish to know how we 
stood with regard to the neutrality of Belgium, 
and it might be that I should ask both France 
and Germany whether each was prepared to under- 


take an engagement that she would not be the 


first to violate the neutrality of Belgiun. 


M.Cambon expressed great disappoint- 
ment at my reply. He repeated his question of 
whether we would help France if Germany ade an 
attack on her. 


I said that I could only adhere to 


the. 
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the answer that, as far as things had gone at 
present, we could not take any engagement. 
The latest news was that Russia had ordered a 
| complete mobilisation of her Fleet ana Army - 
This, it seemed to le, would precipitate a 
crisis, and would wake -it appear that German 
mobilisation was being forced by Russia. 
M.Camoon urged that Geruany had fron 
the beginning rejected proposals that might have 
made for peace. It could not be to England's 
interest that France should d€ crushed by 
Germany . We should then be in a very 
diminished position with regard to Germany. 
In 1870, we had made a great mistake in allowing 


an enormous increase of German Strength; and 


we Should now be repeated the mistake. He 


asked tie whether I eould not submit his questio 
to the Cabinet again. 

[I said that the Cabinet would certain 
ly be summoned as soon as there was some new 
development, but at the present moment the only 
answer I could give was that we could not under 


take any definite engagenent. 
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Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 1.) 
(No. 193.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. St. Petersburgh, July 31, 1914. 
SINCE despatch of my telegram No. 191 Minister for Foreign Affairs sent 
for me and French Ambassador and asked us to telegraph to our respective 
Governments subjoined formul d to amalgamate proposal made by 
i 30th July with formula recorded in my telegram 
t would meet with your approval :— | 


JIAO ONODIU DI1T9NY 


~ Lv UALO fay 


Os 


He further said that Em by thanking 
Emperor William for His Maj ty of pacific 
solution, and by giving assura concealed uo 
aggressive intentions whatever. While explai impossible to 
stop a mobilisation which had already begun, move a man 
across the frontier so long as Minister for 
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olution. 
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By order of my Covern- 


ment I have the honour to inform you that in view of the more 
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and more serious aspect of the international situation the Kings 


Government have considered it right to call out for precaut io~ 
hary purposes about 14000 men to the navy and about 13000 men 


to the naval fortifications. 


I have the honour to be ,8ir, 
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humble servant 
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The Right Honourable 


Sir Rdward Grey, Bart.,K.G.,M.P. 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 
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[35149] No. 5. 
Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recerved August 1.) 


(No. 380. Confidential.) 
Sir, Paris, July 30, 1914. 

I HAD an audience of the President of the Republic this evening in order to 
congratulate him, on your part, on the success of his visit to St. Petersburgh. I 
deemed it well, when conveying to him your congratulations, not to make any special 
reference to the complete accord which he had established with Russia. 

M. Poincaré desired me to thank you for your message. His visit had, he said, 
been in every way satisfactory and altogether a great success. _ 

I told the President that when I was in London, in the middle of J uly, you had 
directed me to explain to him on mv return to Paris the views of His Majesty's 
Government in regard to Albania. I had not been able to do so for he had left for 
St. Petersburgh when I got back to Paris; and now the question of Albania had, in 
view of the very grave state of affairs arising out of the Austro-Servian differences, 
become a matter of very secondary importance. You had been willing to sanction the 
recruiting and drilling at Scutari by Colonel Phillips and the other officers of the inter- 
national contingents of an Albanian force for the service of the Prince of Albania, 
provided that those officers were not to take part in any military operations undertaken 
by such force. In no circumstances would His Majesty’s Government consent to a 
British military force taking part in an international occupation of Albania. As there- 
fore they would not send a British force to assist in repelling the insurgents in ‘their 
advances on territory allotted to Albania, they could not object to other Powers 
undertaking the task if they wished to do so. Austria and Italy might propose to 
occupy Albania for the purpose of restoring order. You would prefer that they 
should do so with the consent of the other Powers rather than as their mandatories, 
which would involve responsibilities which His Majesty's Government might be 
unwilling to accept. 

M. Poincaré said that the question of Albania had been superseded by the present 
very grave situation, arising out of the Austro-Servian difference. Inthe middle of the 
night (3 a.M. 30th July), the French Government had received intelligence from 
St. Petersburgh that the German Ambassador had informed M. Sazonof that unless 
Russia stopped her mobilisation of troops, Germany would mobilise hers. M. Poincaré 
had had at once consultations with the Ministers for War and of Marine as to what 
preparations should be made by the French Government to meet such an eventuality. 
At 1 P.M. to-day a further report from the French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh 
stated that the German Ambassador had made a second communication to M. Sazonof 
which reduced the previous one to a request on the part of the German Government to 
be made acquainted with the conditions subject to which Russia would demobilise. 
M. Sazonof’s reply was that Russia would consent to do so provided that Austria would 
give an assurance that she will respect the Sovereignty of Servia, and-will submit 
certain of the demands in the Austrian note not accepted by Servia to an international 
discussion, | 

The President of the Republic thinks that the Austrian Government will not accevt 
these Russian conditions. He is convinced that the preservation of peace between the 
Great Powers of the continent depends upon the attitude of England, for if His 
Majesty's Government would announce that, in the event of a conflict between Germany 
and France resulting from the present differences between Austria and Servia, England 
would come to the aid of France, there would not be war, for Germany would at once 
modify her attitude. , | | 

I told M. Poincaré that it would be very difficult for His Majesty’s Government 
to make such an announcement, for the majority of the House of Commons would 
probably not appreciate the necessity for making it. It might be regarded at the | 
present moment as an intervention in the Austro-Servian question, a matter in which 
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England is not directly interested. M. Poincaré maintained that it would be in the [oe N° 380 Con fident 
interest of peace, which is a great English as well as French interest. F rance, he said, ao | 

does not desire war. She wishes to remain at peace. The French Government have so BC TMVUED LATE 
not gone further at present than preparations for mobilisation, so. as not to be taken = fd 
unawares, and they will keep His Majesty’s Government informed of everything that f- _— 
may be done in that way. If war broke out between Russia and Austria and Germany 

came to the assistance of Austria, France would be bound by her treaty engagements 

to aid Russia. There would be general war on the continent, in which England would 

inevitably be involved in the course of it for the protection of interests vital to her 

position. By a declaration now of her intention to support France, whose great desire 

1S peace, a war would almost certainly be prevented, for Germany, though she might be. 

ready to fight France as well as Russia, would not run the risk of having her sea-borne 

trade destroyed and of being starved by the British fleet. 

I said that the orders to the British fleet not to disperse must be a pretty clear 
indication to Germany, without any formal announcement, of what might happen if 
there were war between Germany and France. M. Poincaré replied that such an 
announcement would prevent such a war, and even if it did not prevent it, British aid 
to France at the outbreak of hostilities would assist in the maintenance of the balance 
of power in Europe. Aid given later might be too late, and if England remained 
neutral and Germany became omnipotent on the continent, the position of England a 
would be entirely altered, to her detriment as a Great Power. . g. 

M. Poincaré wished me to report to you for your earnest consideration the reason 7 | on your 
which he had given to me in support of ‘a declaration by His Majesty’s Government 
such as he suggested. oe if. 

I have transmitted to you by telegraph the substance of my present despatch it = lat; 
regard to the situation arising out of the Austro-Servian Cferences :- | ations 
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recruiting and drilling at Scutari by Colonel Phillips 
snd the other officers of the international contingents 
of an Albanian force for the service of the Prince of 
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part in any military operations undertaken by such force, 

In no circumstances would Nis Majesty’s Government consent 
milita 

to a Uritish force taking part in on international occupat-~ 


ion of Albania, As therefore they “ould not send a British 


es eee, on. 8 . : 
force to agist in repellin= the insurgents in their advances 
~ 


on territory allotted to Albania, they could not object to 
other Powers undertaking the task if they wished to do go. 


Austria and Italy micht Propose 0 occupy Albania for the 
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purpose of restorine order. You would prefer that they 
Should do so with the consent of the other Powers rather 
than as their mandatories, which vould involve responsi- 


bilities which Hie ajesty’s Government might be unwilling 
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to accent. 

‘Onsicur Toinceré ssid that the auestion of Albania 
had been superseded by the present very grave situation, 
arising out of the Aus tro-Servian difference. In the mid 
dle of the night (3 a.m. July 30th) the French Government 
had received intelligence from Petersburg that the German 
Ambassador had informed Onsieur Sazonow that, unless Russia 
Stopped her mobilization of troops Germany would mobilize 


hers, Ktonsieur Poincaré had had at once consultations with 
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wonsieur Yazonow’s reply was that 2ussia vould consent to 
“0 80 provided that Austria would give an assurance that 
she will respect the vovereionty of Servia wd will submit 
certain of the demands in the Austrian “ote not accepted by 
servie to an international discussion. 

The President of the Republic thinks that the Austrian 
vovernment will not accent these Russian conditions. He 


is convineed that tne preservation of peace between the 


“reat Powers of the Continent aepends upon the attitude of 


wucland, for if His i Majesty’s Government would announce 
that in the event of a conflict between Cermany and }rance 
resulting from the present differences between Austria and 
Servia England would come to the aid of France, there would 
not be war, for Germany ould at once modify her attitude, 


I fold Monsieur Poincaré that it would be very diffi- 


cultfor His Majesty’s Government to make such an announcenent, 


for the majority of the House of Commons would probably not 
appreciate the necessity for aki nz it. It might be regar- 
ded at the present moment as an intervention _infa matter) - 
the Austro-Servian question “(in which England is not dir- 
ectly interested. ‘“lonsieur Poincaré maintained that it 
would be in the interest of peace, which is a great Enelish 
as well as Fronch interest. France, he said, does notdesire 
war. She wishes to remain at peace. The French cover - 
ment have not gone further at present than preparations 

for mobilization so as not to be taken unawares and they 
will keep His Majesty’s Government informed of everything 
that may be done in that way. If war broke out between 
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Russia and Austria, and uvermany came to the assistance 

of Austria, France would be bound by her Treaty engage -~ 
ments to aid Russia, There would be Seneral war on the 
Continent in which bavlend vould inevitably be involved 
in the course of it for the pFotection of interests vita] 
to her yosition, By a declaration now of her intention 


to support France, whose great desire is peace, a war vould 
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of my present despatch in regard to the Situation arising 


Out of the Aus tro-Servian differences, 


I have the honour to be, with great truth and respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 
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British Consulate-General 


Barcelona. f* 


No. 64, 


lopfy Stuf lo hada July 29th 1914, 


I have the bonour to report that in the local 
newspapers of the Z8th instant, there appears a notice 
Signed by the Austro-Hungarian Consul-Gen&Pal at 
Barcelong, publishing the news of the partial mobilization 
of the Imperial and Koyal army,and that a Special summons 
Was being sent to each reservist affected. 

lhe Barcelona Bourse was closed by order of the 
Civil Governor for most of July 28th on account of 
excitement arising from the heavy falls in prices due to 
the general apprehension. It igs however expected to be 
reopened this afternoon. 

Il have the honour to be, 

With the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
bumble servant. 
CLOW 
_ 


8 Majesty's 
Frineipal secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs 


London. 


Tre 


pare ILE O 


J3u 
SSIWYId LNO 


NOQNOT ‘391440 ayo 
d JL 40 NOI 
YOLON QIILGON AY 
AVYVOLOHd LUO LNA G02 


o178n 
“HLIA ATIWOIHaVY 


39140 ONODTY 2179Ma 


~89UaLafay 


30 O01 LON - 1 


(Subject. | 


Last Paper. 


JIASO ANODTy J179NG 


FSIS 


(Print.) (Minutes. ) 


uo 
D. tu. o.. 
QUG 


Cy ui nth, 


~92UALaLay 


a 


ei’) 
~J 
se) 
jaoad 
CJT 
LF —) 


guoo3zy 
SSIWH3d LO 
JOLOHU AjOraON WY 


AO NOt 
30 OL LON - WdAVIVOLONd LHD INAdOI 


NOOQNOT ‘391440 
d AL 


21I8N 
“HLIA ATIWOINaVY 


| Action | (Index. 
Prleted. | K) 


Ga 


| Next Paper. 
| | (86,431) Wt.27,737—69. 5000. 11/13. A.&E.W. 7 
Ave (95,930). ,, 831—21. 5000. 4/14. . 4 


ARCHIVES, 


THE WAR. [August 1.] 


CONFIDENTIAL, | Section 93. 
Se 


[35152] , No. L 
(No. 7) Sir F, Villiers to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received August 1.) 
o. 7, | 


(Telegraphic.) Brussels, August 1, 1914. 
YOUR telegram N 
ave carried oy for Foreign Affairs thanked me 
l her 


pect their intentions, but 
} they were in a Position to 
the neutrality of their country. 


9 


d JUL 40 No > 


JH 


NOQNO7 


o178N 


“HLIM ATiv 
«30 OL LON - 


dy 


d Qsaraoy 


IVNVOLON 


Hava 


YIWAdOJ 


YOLOHd LH 


THE WAR. 


SERVIA. 


Jb A AM ory Uc K 


Last Paper. iy? * 2p i i ce a J/ * M tethecdng 


3 S152 


J1440 ONOIIU Oy TWN 


be | 


(Print.) (Minutes. ) 


=z 
zx 

= 
“= 
ba 
es 
a 
w 
3 


aT vii =(k, 


(How disposed of.) 


+O aN093y 
INI3d 10 


d QJINGON dy 
Hd LUOIMAGO) 


"39014 
d JUL 40 NOISs 


JIHdvavOLON 


NOQNO? 
- HdVe90LO 


o118N 


“HLIA ATiv 
30 OL LON 


: Action | (Index.) 
P'pleted. ) 


We aZ 


Next Paper. 
3 ST 4 / (96,130). Wt.1240—4. 1000. 4/14, A. 


T have the honour to Lianamit be 
Yous herewith a despulee which. J howe 
Mache’ to thes Cmbasay rating te 


TrooefF 
| a 
a . 
fet beuthe and ys cdf tect 
Your mnett obedient 
 fumbe, Levant 
Farrer Olerte 


EK. 


39140 ANODTY 2I179NG 


~ f9OUaLfay 


13d 1No 
COON AVY 
JIMAdOD 


NOQNOT ‘3901440 QU093u 
HdAVAVOLOHG LH 


INL AO NOISS IH 
HdVYIOLONG Gar 


O118Nd 
“HLIA ATIVO| 
38 OL LON - 


I AUG I914 
Hile No, 30342 — 


(Subject. ) 


Last Paper. A mebliuanon pened. oc, sPorterag | 
35173 


| - 2 (Binutes.) 
a. 


(Print.) 


~9UaLIfay 


Go 
~~! 
— 
+) 
a 


, 


(How disposed of.) 


qu0934u 
SSIWY3d LO 
LOW AIDLAON ary 


NOOQNO? ‘391440 
DIIGAd INL 40 HOT 
AVIIOLOHd LHD 1HAGOD 


“HLIM ATVIVIIHavayO 


30 OL LON - I 


B (Action | (Index, 
| 


| Pupleted. ) | 
i | : / 


Next Paper. opera 
(86,431)." Wt.27,737—69. 5000. a 3. A.&E.W. 


| 3 S 2/43 (96,930). ,, 831—21.°5000. 4/1 


Ippypher Slr E. Goschen, Berlin. Ausust lst, 1914, 

(d. 1230 pm rl Dem.) | 45181 
NO» 116, oe 

|_AUG 94 


439 


Military Attaché reports that all necessary steps 
fon frontiers and for protection of rablways have been taken, 

| He believes that preparations are so advanced that normal Bixee 
duration of mobilisation perbod will be Shortened, 

| Please inform War Office. 
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Decypher Mr Crackanthorpe. ‘Niscn. duly 30th, 1914 4505] 
(d. SOth. 9.20 a.m. Pr. August lst. j p.m) | 
No. S76 _T AUG 1914; 

| | British Vice-consul at Belgrade nas cust 
telephoned as Tollows: — foreign diplomatic and consular 
representatives left/Belgrade headed by the Belgian Minister 
who is the only chef-de-nission Now there, made representati- 
ons yesterday afternoon to the military Y authorities bointing 
out danger to inhabitants ehould the twwn be defended, xe 
Ther were informed “at the military authorities were the sole 
judges of what was Cxp@dient in the interests ar the Country, 
Foreion reores entatives accompanied Dy Prince Georze then 
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Servians intend nO defend tom in orcer vO Sein time "or 
CM Catiy vation & this is conilrmed by information I have 
J2tnered here,. 
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Baron Schubert, Secretary of the Gernan Enbassy , 
called to-day and read out a telegran from the Cernan 
Chancellor, stating that Russia had proclaimed a general 
mobilisation of hep Army and her Fleet: that, in consequence 

J Pinis, martial law would be Proclained for Germany: and 
that, it within the next twelve hours Russia did not 


withdraw her general flobilisation proclamation, Gernany 


would be obliged t0 mobilise in hep own defence. 
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